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Dates to Remember 
*A reminder that Prep students do not attend school 

on Wednesdays during February. 

Next Week 

Mon 13th Feb. Prep Health Questionnaires Due 

Wed 15th Feb. Student Leadership Group speeches, 9am 

Thurs 16th Feb School Nurse Visit—Prep Health Checks 

Fri 17th Feb.  MARC Library 

   School Council nominations close, 4pm 

Term One 

Mon 20th Feb. School Council 

Wed 1st Mar.  Preps first Wednesday at school 

Thurs 2nd Mar. MARC Library 

Fri 3rd Mar.  Campaspe Cluster Swimming Carnival, 

   (Grade Three-Six, Rochester). 

Mon 13th Mar. Labour Day Public Holiday 

Fri 17th Mar.  MARC Library 

Mon 20th Mar. School Council AGM 

Mon 27th Mar. Gr. 6 Leadership Excursion to Melbourne 

Tues 28th Mar. School Photos 

Fri 31st Mar.  MARC Library 

   Last day of Term One, 2.15pm dismissal 

2017 Term Dates 

Tues 31st Jan— Fri 31st March Term One 

Tues 18th April—Fri 30th June Term Two 

Mon 17th July—Fri 22nd Sept. Term Three 

Mon 9th Oct.—Fri 22nd Dec. Term Four 

“Learning for the future in a caring rural setting.” 

Weekly Awards 

P-2:  Values Award– Charlie 

          Literacy– Beau & Daniel 

          Maths– Flynn 

3-6:   Values Award–  Mitchell 

                     Literacy– Jimmy  

                       Maths–  Bailey 

Awards are presented each Friday at assembly at 
3.00pm. 

Food Allergies 

We wish to inform parents that this year we have a number of 

students enrolled at our school with nut allergies. Whilst there is 

no specific ban on particular food items we encourage all parents 

to be thoughtful about the sandwich fillings and snack products 

packed in lunchboxes. 

Peanuts and peanut additives have the potential to cause severe 

and life-threatening anaphylactic reactions in allergic students. 

Even mild allergic  reactions can cause swelling of the face, vomit-

ing and hives. 

Parents should be aware that allergic reactions can be brought on 

through skin contact (such as leaning in peanut butter that is on 

the table), not just through ingestion. 

We ask parents to be mindful of this when packing their child’s 

lunchbox. 

We also wish to make parents aware that the sharing of food is not 

permitted at school and that students should only eat food items 

provided from their home—please do not send along food to be 

shared with other students! 

We thank parents for their support with this. 



POSITIVE START TO THE SCHOOL YEAR 

I wish to congratulate all students for their efforts and 

positive attitude over the first two weeks of the school 

year. It can be challenging getting back into the routine 

of school after the summer holidays, but the teachers 

and I have been very impressed with all students’ enthu-

siasm and readiness to learn. Thanks also to our parents 

for their efforts supporting their children to get back into 

the school routine. 

SCHOOL PICK-UP 

A big thank you to those parents, particularly of Prep  

students, who have met their child at the front entrance 

and walked with them if needing to cross the road at the 

end of the school day. Grant Street is very busy at the 

end of school and your vigilance ensures that everyone 

gets home safely after school. 

PREP HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRE 

The Prep Health Questionnaire was given to all Prep par-

ents this week. This is a questionnaire that is conducted 

annually with parents of Prep students prior to the Edu-

cation Department’s school nurse conducting health 

checks. Further information about the health checks is 

attached with the questionnaire. We ask that the ques-

tionnaires please be returned to the school by Monday 

13th February. The School Nurse will be visiting our 

school to conduct the health checks with the Prep stu-

dents on Thursday 16th February—please make every 

attempt to ensure your child is at school on this day. If 

you are the parent of a student in Prep and did not re-

ceive your health questionnaire or have any questions 

please see Mrs Wickham at the school. 

GRADE FIVE-SIX SOMERS CAMP 2017 

Attached to today’s newsletter is information regarding 

the Somers Camp opportunity for Grade Five-Sixes. 

FORMER STUDENT SUCCESS STORY 

We wish to congratulate one of our former students, John 

Varker, who last weekend was selected to goal umpire the 

AFL Women’s match between the Bulldogs and Fremantle 

in Melbourne. John is currently part of the AFL Umpires 

Development Squad and is completing Year 12 at Bendigo 

Senior Secondary College. John completed all of his primary 

schooling at Goornong PS. Well done and all the best John! 

We would love to share more success stories from former 

students. Please contact me if you have something to 

share. 

Principal’s Report 
SCHOOL COUNCIL—NOMINATIONS OPEN! 

School Council Elections take place in Term One every 

year. This year, we seek nominations for Parent           

Representative positions.  

If you would like to nominate yourself or another parent, 

please see Jason at the school for a nomination form. 

Nominations close at 4pm next Friday 17th February. 

Nomination and Election Time Frame 

Friday February 10th Call for nominations. 

Friday February 17th Nominations close at 4pm. 

If an election is needed: 

Friday February 24th Ballot papers sent out. 

Friday March 3rd  Election closes 4pm. 

Tuesday  March 6th  Declaration of election results. 

Monday March 20th School Council AGM & first  

    meeting of new school council. 

We encourage parents to consider nominating for School 

Council. It is a great way to make a contribution to the 

development and direction of our school. We meet in the 

evening on the third Monday of each month at the 

school. Current School Councillors include Tim McCrohan, 

Jamie Tuohey and Ian Jackson. 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact Jason 

or one of our current School Councillors. 

The first meeting of our existing School Council is on  

Monday 20th February at 7.00pm. Finance Committee 

will meet at 6.30pm. 

OUR SCHOOL’S TIMETABLE 

Our school’s timetable has been developed to maximise 

the teaching and learning time allocated to the core sub-

jects of Literacy and Numeracy. On a typical day at school 

we aim to complete an uninterrupted two-hour Literacy 

Block of reading, writing, spelling and language between 

9.00am-11.00am. After recess we aim to complete a one-

hour uninterrupted Numeracy block between 11.30am-

12.30pm. The remainder of the school day is allocated to 

subjects such as Art, Physical Education, ICT and Humani-

ties. We also have specialist subjects such as Garden Sci-

ence and Chinese on Mondays, Music on Thursdays and 

MARC Library every second Friday. 

(Principal’s Report continued over page). 



WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 

A reminder of our school’s policy regarding Working with Chil-

dren Checks.  

All school staff such as teachers, relief teachers and support 

staff are required to have a Working with Children Check as 

part of their employment and our school maintains a register 

to ensure that staff WWCCs are up to date. 

There are also instances where volunteers such as parent and 

community helpers are required to have a WWCC. These in-

clude situations where volunteers have direct contact with 

students from our school and where there may not be a    

teacher present. As such, we require parents/volunteers 

attending camps or excursions to have a WWCC. Please note 

that parents helping with morning reading are not required to 

have a WWCC. 

Key considerations for School Council in establishing our 

WWCC policy are to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the 

students who attend our school; and to ensure that our 

school’s procedures continue to meet the current legislation. 

The process to obtain a Working with Children Check is quite 

simple and there is no cost to applicants. It involves com-

pleting an online form and then attending an Australia Post 

outlet to lodge the form. 

We encourage parents who may wish to help out with          

excursions (such as the Prep-Two excursion later in the year) 

to contact Tymika who will be happy to help with the applica-

tion process. Tymika is able to sit with parents at a school 

computer and complete the process. 

A copy of our WWCC policy is available on the school website 

or from the office on request. 

Please feel free to come and see Jason if you have any further 

questions. 

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

The Education Department’s motto is that Every Day 

Counts, as there is strong link between consistent attend-

ance at school and a child’s social and academic develop-

ment. 

We understand that there are times when students need to 

miss school, such as when they’re ill. 

Attendance patterns are established early—a child regular-

ly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of 

school creates habits which can be very difficult to break. 

At our school, we encourage parents to return an absent 

note or contact their child’s teacher when an absence oc-

curs. 

We also encourage parents to meet with their child’s teach-

er if they are having attendance issues so we can work to-

gether to get your child to school each day. 

With approximately 200 days in the school year, our goal is 

to achieve an average of under 10 absence days per stu-

dent. As was the case last year, in 2017 we will be present-

ing awards at the end of each term to those students who 

achieve 100% attendance. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP ELECTIONS 

A reminder that our Student Leadership Group and School 

Captain candidates will be presenting their speeches at 

9.00am this coming Wednesday 15th February. Parents are 

invited to attend! 

PERSONAL PROPERTY BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 

Personal property is often brought to school by students, 

staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones,         cal-

culators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on 

school premises. The Department of Education wishes to 

advise that it does not hold insurance for personal     prop-

erty brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any 

loss or damage to such property. As such students and staff 

are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particu-

larly valuable items to school. 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

The Department of Education wishes to advise that it does 

not provide personal accident insurance or            ambu-

lance cover for students. Parents and guardians of stu-

dents, who do not have student accident insurance/

ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of 

medical treatment for injured students, including the cost 

of ambulance attendance / transport and any other 

transport costs. 

 

Principal’s Report Continued Quote of the Week 

“When people tell me "You're going to regret that in 

the morning," I sleep in until noon because I'm a 

problem solver.” 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

 

 

 

HIGH FIVE 

A high five this week our staff team for 

their efforts over the past few weeks en-

suring that the beginning of the school 

year is as smooth as possible for the stu-

dents. 

Our staff team is committed to ensuring that all 

students experience success at Goornong PS. 



Bring News Day 

At present Prep 1/2 students will again have their news day on Tuesday. Students are encouraged to bring along 

an item to share or have  something to speak about. This is a component of our Oral Language program. It en-

courages and promotes speaking before an audience in an audible voice as well as  developing and strengthening 

questioning and listening skills.  

ART   

Just a friendly reminder that all students need an Art smock to use during Art,  this can simply be an old oversized 
shirt or a more protective smock which is available for purchase at school. Thank you to the families that have 

already done this.  

Community News 

Is your child in Grade Three or above and wants to play footy?? 

Runnymede Junior Football Club 

Under 12 and Under 14 Registration Night 

When – Friday 24th February 2017 

Where – Colbinabbin Swimming Pool 

Time – 5.00pm – 7.00pm 

BBQ tea will be provided – All boys and girls welcome to come along. 

The Runnymede Junior Football Club is made up of kids from the Colbinabbin, Elmore, Goornong and surrounding areas.  

This year we will enter teams in the under 12 & the under 14 competition to play in the Goulburn Campaspe Junior Football 

League.  Training will take place in both Elmore and Colbinabbin and majority of the games are played on Friday night.  All 

are welcome. 

Any queries please contact; 

Dea Brown 0418 333 177 or David Trewick 0425 710 481 

COOKING CLASS 

With much excitement the students gathered in the school kitchen to commence cooking class.  Term 1 

is devoted to cooking and healthy eating while in Term 2 to 4 the students will be out and about in the 

food garden! In the first lesson, we talked about health and safety including hand washing and safe use 

of equipment.  We then talked about healthy eating and the various food groups that we eat.  Students 

were reminded that healthy eating and being active, results in a healthy body.  At the end of the day the 

students visited the school orchard to munch on delicious blood plums.  The Preps also helped to col-

lect eggs from our school chooks. Occasionally we will be cooking dishes that can be eaten as a lunch 

meal (Grade 3 to 6) and I will let parents know in the newsletter when this will occur. The Prep to 2 class 

is at the end of the day and they will get to take their food creations home.   

Felicity Johnson 



Community News cont... 


