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Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Mon 22nd May Student-Free Day 

Wed 24th May Gym Program 

Thurs 25th May Special Person’s Day 

Fri 26th May  MARC Library 

   Expressions of Interest for Camps due 

Week beginning Monday 29th May 

Tues 30th May Division Football and Netball Practice 

   Selected 5/6 students only 

Friday 2nd June Science Excursion to Elmore (Gr. P-6) 

Term Two 

Mon 5th June  Student-Free Day 

Wed 7th June  Gym Program 

Fri 9th June  MARC Library 

Mon 12th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Wed 14th June Gym Program 

Mon 19th June School Council Meeting 

Wed 21st June Gym Program 

Fri 23rd June  MARC Library 

Wed 28th June Wood Raffle drawn at 3pm. 

Fri 30th June  Last day of Term Two 

2017 Term Dates 

Tues 18th April—Fri 30th June Term Two 

Mon 17th July—Fri 22nd Sept. Term Three 

Mon 9th Oct.—Fri 22nd Dec. Term Four 

“Learning for the future in a caring rural setting.” 

Please note that the school newsletter is uploaded to the school’s website. Copies of past newsletters are also available! 

Term Two Newsletter Publication Dates 
This term the school newsletter will be published on a          

fortnightly basis, rather than weekly. The dates for the Term 
Two newsletters will be: 

Weekly Awards 

Awards are presented each Friday at the 3pm Assembly. 

Friday 21st April 

Friday 5th May 

Friday 19th May 

Friday 2nd June 

Friday 16th June 

Friday 30th June 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 Values Ted C Jesse C 

P-2 Literacy Savannah M Wade N 

P-2 Maths Charlie A Kahlia R 

3-6 Values Morgan J Matthew L &   

Taneeka B 

3-6 Literacy Tess D Cooper S 

3-6 Maths Olivia H Matthew L 

Principal’s Ash B Luke P 

The staff and students of Goornong Primary 

School would like to invite 

Parents, Grandparents and all members of our 

school community to our 

Special Person’s Day 
Thursday 25th May, 2017 

10.00am—11.00am: Classrooms Open 

Come into our learning spaces and participate in 

learning activities and games with the students. 

11.00am—11.30am: Morning Tea 

We kindly ask that each family please bring a 

plate to share—thank you! 

We hope to see you there! 



STUDENT-FREE DAY— MONDAY 22ND MAY 

A reminder that this coming Monday 22nd May is a Stu-
dent-Free day. Students are not required at school on 
this day. 

The teachers will be attending a Professional Develop-
ment workshop at Marong Primary School on this day, 
joining with many other schools from the Bendigo area 
to work collaboratively on the new Victorian Curriculum. 

GYM PROGRAM 

Our Gym Program begins this coming Wednesday 24th 
May and will see our students travel to Palmer’s Gym in 
Bendigo for four sessions. All students will participate in 
activities around fitness, coordination, flexibility and fun. 
The students will use a range of equipment at the Gym 
including trampolines and the foam pit. The Gym Pro-
gram forms part of our school’s Physical Education Cur-
riculum. There is no cost to families. 

Attached to today’s newsletter is a permission form for 
these excursions. For parents interested in attending, 
each session runs from 1.30pm-2.30pm. 

SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY 

Special Person’s Day is next Thursday 25th May, begin-
ning at 10am. 

Students and staff alike are looking forward to seeing 
many parents, grandparents and special friends visiting 
our learning spaces and participating in learning activi-
ties with the students. This happens between 10-11am. 

At 11am, guests are welcome to stay around for some    
morning tea which is being organised by our Friends of 
the School Group.  

Special Person’s Day is always a significant event on our 
school’s calendar and we look forward to seeing many       
parents, family members and friends engaging in the 
learning of our students. 

STUDENT ABSENCES—NOTIFYING THE SCHOOL 

When students are absent from school we ask that par-
ents please notify the school of the reason for the ab-
sence. This ensures that we are able to code the absence 
correctly on your child’s records. 

Parents are able to notify the school of an absence via 
telephone or via a signed handwritten note sent to the 
school. 

We ask that parents do not send verbal messages with 
siblings of absent students as these can be communicat-
ed incorrectly or misinterpreted by the teacher. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

The next meeting of our School Council is on Monday 
19th June at 7.00pm. Finance Committee will meet at 
6.30pm. 

Principal’s Report SCIENCE EXCURSION 

On Friday 2nd June our students will attend the Campas-
pe Cluster Science Day at Elmore Primary School. The 
theme for this year’s Science Day is ’Random Acts of Sci-
ence’. The students will be participating in a range of 
activities around chemical science, energy science and 
environmental science with students from the other 
Campaspe Cluster schools. 

Accompanying today’s newsletter is a permission note 
for this excursion. 

2017 SCHOOL CAMPS - EXPRESSIONS OF INTERESTS 

A reminder that Expression of Interest forms and the 
deposit for both the Grade Three-Four and the Grade 
Five-Six camp are due next Friday 26th May. 

School camps provide a wonderful opportunity for stu-
dents to gain new experiences, as well as building resili-
ence and teamwork. Our school combines with schools 
from the Campaspe Small Schools Cluster for all camps. 
This gives our students the opportunity to meet and 
make friends with students from other schools. The fol-
lowing camps will be offered in 2017. 

Grade Three-Four Camp 

Destination:  Billabong Ranch, Echuca. 

Dates:  Wed 13th—Fri 15th September. 

Approx. Cost: $ 180. 

Grade Five-Six Camp 

Destination:  Canberra 

Dates:  Mon 20th—Fri 24th November. 

Approx. Cost: $ 420 

Please note that these are approximate costs for a stu-
dent to attend the camps. The final cost will be con-
firmed closer to the date of the camp. 

I encourage parents to come and see me if you require 
any further details about camp. 

FUNDRAISING 

Once again our school is off to a flying start with regards 
to fundraising. Already in 2017 our FOTS Team have or-
ganised a number of successful fundraisers, including a 
clearing sale BBQ, Easter Raffle, Mothers’ Day Gift and 
Wood Raffle. To date $1,532 has been raised this year. 

In the past, our school has been able to achieve signifi-
cant projects including the resurfacing of the school oval, 
a new kitchen for the Home Economics Program and the 
new playground through the wonderful fundraising 
achievements of our school community. 

At our next School Council meeting we will be having a 
discussion about future projects to which fundraising 
money may be directed. We invite parents and members 
of our school community to submit suggestions for con-
sideration by School Council. If you have an idea please 
feel free to come and see me. 



FIDGET SPINNERS AND TOYS AT SCHOOL 

The fidget spinner craze has finally arrived at Goornong 
PS and it has been very pleasing to see many of our    
students engaged by these. With recent media coverage 
of fidget spinners, we wish to clarify our school’s posi-
tion with regards to fidget and other types of toys at 
school. 

 Students are welcome to bring toys to school to play 
with at playtime and lunchtime. However, we do dis-
courage them from bringing valuable items to school 
due to the risk of the item being lost or damaged—
there is no guarantee that others will show the same 
level of care for ones’ valuable item as the item’s 
owner. 

 Students are asked to keep toys and similar items in 
their schoolbag during class time so as to ensure they 
are not a distraction to learning. I congratulate our 
students for their responsibility with regards to this 
request—well done! 

 Some students require fidget or similar gadgets at 
certain moments during class time in order to be   
successful. These students will usually have a          
recommendation from a medical professional         
regarding the use of the item and there will have 
been a discussion between the child’s teacher and 
parent about how this can best support the student. 

STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS (FEES) 2017 

With the end of Term two approaching, it is time to     
finalise Student Contributions for 2017. We ask that  
families that have not already done so, please arrange 
payment at their earliest convenience. Statements were 
sent home with last fortnight’s newsletter for any      
families with outstanding contributions.  

Please note that due to Department of Education Policy, 
we are no longer able to include the voluntary            
contribution on family statements until they have been 
paid. If you are unsure if you have paid your voluntary 
contribution or not, please see Tymika on a Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Thank you. 

WINTER SPORTS 

Due to the inclement weather today’s Grade Three-Six 
Winter Sports Carnival was cancelled. Unfortunately, the 
day will not be rescheduled due to the busy end to Term 
Two for all six schools involved. 

 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

Principal’s Report Continued 

At our assembly on Friday 5th May, Federal      

Member for Bendigo, Lisa Chesters, presented our 

School Captains, Jimmy and Ruby, with a new     

Australian flag. Lisa also spoke to our students 

about her role as a member of the parliament. The 

new flag is now flying proudly atop of the flag pole 

at the front of the school! 

Gardening Class 

Over the last 2 weeks the Prep to 2 students have   
weeded and prepared the vegie plots for planting. The 
beds are now filled with broccoli, silver beet, snow peas, 
broad beans and parsley. The Grade 3 to 6 students have 
been extremely productive preparing and planting for 
the Great Goornong Garden Challenge.  Working         
individually or as teams, the students have picked       
garden beds to develop. The winners will be chosen next 
term.  Students can bring in plants, garden art, seeds etc 
from home or via donations.  This week the school      
contributed 2 punnets of seedlings for each team. Good 
luck everyone and I'm eager to see some flourishing 
unique gardens. 

Felicity Johnson 



Community News 

GOORNONG COMMUNITY RECREATION RESERVE 

 

Working Bee 

 

When:  This Sunday 21st May 

 

Time:     10am 

 

Please bring shovels and wheelbarrows as we need to mulch some garden 
beds. 

 

Even if you can come along for an hour it would be appreciated. 


