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Dates to Remember
Next Week
Mon 15th Oct.

Bike Ed (Gr. 3-6s), 2.15pm
School Council Meeting

Tues 16th Oct.

Playgroup at the School, 10am—12 noon

Wed 17th Oct.

Bike Ed (Gr. 3-6s), 2.15pm

Fri 19th Oct.

MARC Library
School Art Exhibition

Term Four
Mon 22nd Oct.

Bike Ed (Gr. 3-6s), 2.15pm

Wed 24th Oct.

Bike Ed (Gr. 3-6s), 2.15pm

Thurs 25th Oct.

Melbourne Cup visits Goornong

Mon 29th Oct.

Bike Ed (Gr. 3-6s), 2.15pm

Tues 30th Oct.

Bike Ed Bike Ride (Gr. 3-6s), 11.30-3.15pm

Wed 31st Oct.

Public Holiday (Bendigo Cup)

Fri 2nd Nov.

MARC Library

Wed 7th Nov.

Little Learners begins, 2.15pm—3.15pm

Fri 11th Nov.

MARC Library

Wed 14th Nov.

Student-Free Day

Wed 21st Nov.

Little Learners, 2.00pm—3.15pm

Mon 26th Nov.

Student-Free Day

Wed 28th Nov.

Little Learners, 9.00am—10.30am

Fri 30th Nov.

MARC Library

Mon 3rd Dec.

School Council Meeting

Wed 5th Dec.

Little Learners, 10.30am—12.30pm

4th—7th Dec.

Grade 5-6 Anglesea Camp

Tues 11th Dec.

Orientation Day



Little Learners, 9.00am—12.00noon



Thurs 20th Dec.

Christmas Concert at The Hall, 6.15pm

Fri 21st Dec.

Last day of Term Four, 2.15pm dismissal




Art Show Further Details
Gold coin donation on entry.
Auction begins at 6.30pm.
Individual student art works available for purchase
for $20 cash on the night.
Art works purchased on the night may be taken at
the conclusion of the auction.

LETTER FROM MRS WICKHAM TO THE
SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Dear Parents,
Firstly, I would like to thank the members of the
school community who have expressed concern for
me in regards to my sudden leave of absence.
Personally, I would prefer to maintain my privacy
however I understand that the situation may have
created concerns and worries with parents.
Towards the end of Term 3 I had a health scare.
After much deliberation, I finally decided my mental
and physical wellbeing should be my number one
priority. With this in mind, I made the decision to
take leave for Term 4.
Over the past week I spent many hours with Jane
to ensure she had a smooth transition ready for
Term 4.
At present I am focussing on myself, however I will
notify the school in regards to 2019 as soon as possible.
I hope this note will help alleviate any parent concerns plus allow me space to focus on my personal
wellbeing.

for the 2019 school year. Once the school is in a position to confirm staffing arrangements for next year we
will communicate this to families.
I thank everyone in the school community for their understanding.
BIKE EDUCATION
During Bike Education the students have been learning
a range of bicycle and road safety skills. These have
included how to effectively use brakes, where to position the bike for safe riding on the road and signalling
when turning or stopping.
We have three Bike Education sessions remaining, followed by the annual Bike Ride to English’s Bridge on
Tuesday 30th October.
We would love to have some parents ride with our
group or drive support vehicles for the Bike Ride to
English’s Bridge (a valid WWCC is required). Thanks to
those who have already offered to help! If you are able
to assist please let me know.

Regards,

Attached to today’s newsletter are further details
about the Bike Ride on Tuesday 30th October, a permission form and lunch order form.

Elaine Wickham

SPECIAL LUNCH ORDERS—TUESDAY 30th OCTOBER

Principal’s Report
Welcome to Term Four of the school year. I trust that all
students, parents and staff enjoyed a safe and enjoyable
school holiday period.
MRS WICKHAM ABSENCE IN TERM FOUR
As was outlined to our school community in the past
week, unfortunately our wonderful Grade Prep-Two
classroom teacher, Mrs Wickham, will be taking leave for
the entire of Term Four. As such, Miss Jane McAdam will
be filling the role of Grade Prep-Two classroom teacher
during this period. To fill the teaching role vacated by
Jane McAdam in the Grade Three-Six classroom, we welcome Mr Nick Kastallarizios to Goornong PS. Mr K will be
team-teaching with Mrs Patton in the Grade Three-Six
classroom.
Once again I wish to apologise for the short notice that
was given to families. Unfortunately, this was unavoidable as this situation arose over the school holiday period
and forefront of the school’s planning was consideration
for Mrs Wickham and finding a solution that minimises
the impact on the students and running of the school.
At this stage, we are hopeful of Mrs Wickham returning

Tuesday 30th October is Bike Ride day for the Grade
Three-Six students. As such, we are offering lunch orders on this day. Prep-Two and Grade Three-Six students are able to order. Attached to today’s newsletter
is a Lunch Order Form to be returned to the school.
HATS AT SCHOOL
Well done to those students who remembered their
hats at the beginning of Term Four! A reminder that as
per our school’s SunSmart Policy, hats need to be worn
outside during Terms One and Four. Please ensure that
your child has a navy blue wide-brimmed hat to wear at
school. Students who do not have a suitable hat are
asked to play in the shade on the veranda during playtime and lunchtime.
SCHOOL CLEANER
I am pleased to announce that Jodale Cleaning have
been appointed as our school’s new cleaning contractor. Emma from Jodale Cleaning began as our school’s
cleaner this week. We welcome Emma to the Goornong
PS team!
Thanks heaps to Kim from Heaven Sent Mum Cleaning
who has done a super job cleaning the school during
Terms Two and Three.

Continued over page.

Principal’s Report Continued
PRE-SERVICE TEACHER PLACEMENT
This week we welcomed Mrs Xiena Barber to Goornong
PS. Xiena is a third-year pre-service teacher at la Trobe
university and will be completing a placement at our
school over the first three weeks of Term Four. Mrs Barber will be working in both the Prep-Two and Three-Six
learning spaces during her time at Goornong PS.
2019 SCHOOL YEAR
Our school has begun planning for the 2019 school year.
This includes planning around the structure of the school
in relation to classrooms, teachers and support staff. The
number of students attending the school has a significant impact on our planning as school funding is directly
linked to the number of enrolments. As such, I ask that
those parents intending to enrol new students at Goornong PS in 2019 please now return their enrolment
form. Enrolment forms are available from the school
should you require one. I also ask that parents please
contact me if they are not intending to send their child
to Goornong PS in 2019.
LEARNING JOURNALS
Student Learning Journals were sent home at the end of
Term Three. We hope that parents have enjoyed looking
at their child’s Journal over the school holidays. We now
ask that Journals are returned to the school ready for
Term Four’s work to be added. Thank you.
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
The next meeting of our School Council is this coming
Monday 15th October, beginning at 7.00pm. Finance
Committee will meet at 6.45pm. Council packs have
been sent home with the children of our school councillors today.
Jason Cox
Principal

HIGH FIVE
A high five to Taylah, Jordan and the
Voltz family who looked after the
chooks and watered the gardens
during the school holiday period—thanks
heaps team!

Weekly Awards
Awards are presented each week at the 3pm
Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend!
Award

This Week

P-2 Values

Charlie A

P-2 Literacy

Jackson K

P-2 Maths

Ted C

3-6 Values

Daniel J

3-6 Literacy

Alliera N

3-6 Maths

Will P

Principal’s

Harry M & Matt L

FOTS News
ELMORE FIELD DAYS
A big thank you to all those who volunteered
their time during the school holidays at the
Elmore Field Days—your support is greatly appreciated! Later in the year our school will receive a dividend from the Field Days Catering
Committee.
Well done and thank you to Tim M for his efforts coordinating this year’s roster on behalf of
our school!

ART EXHIBITION
A reminder that the Art Exhibition is now just
one week away—it’s next Friday 19th October!
Thanks to those who were able to attend yesterday afternoons meeting to finalise preparations.
MELBOURNE CUP BBQ
The school has been asked to run a BBQ at
Bridgeward Grove when the Melbourne Cup
visits Goornong on the afternoon of Thursday
25th October. We are looking for volunteers to
help fill the roster. Please contact the school or
add your name to the roster at the reception
desk if you are able to assist.

Time

Helper 1

Helper 2

Helper 3

4.30-5.30pm

Mr Cox

Rachel M

Melinda S

5.30-6.30pm

Mr Cox

6.30-7.30pm

Mr Cox

Community News

A courtesy bus will be provided free of charge to members of the Goornong community.
The bus will run along the school bus route prior to the event and then again at its conclusion. Please call Julie Howard on 5432 2291 if you are interested in taking up this offer.
Colouring –in Competition
The Elmore/Lockington/Rochester Bendigo
Community Bank Branches are running a
colouring-in competition. Up for grabs is a
$75 Rochester Sportspower voucher. The
colouring page is available at the reception
desk at the school for those students who
are interested.

