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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.

Dates to Remember
Next Week
Mon 1st Apr.

School Council AGM and Meeting

Tues 2nd Apr.

School Photos
Hot Chip Orders Due
Raffle Books Due

Wed 3rd Apr.

Prep Health Assessments Due & School
Nurse Visit
‘Eggsraordinary’ Raffle Drawn, 3pm

Fri 5th Apr.

Last day of Term One, 2.15pm dismissal

Term Two
Mon 22nd Apr.

Easter Monday

Tues 23rd Apr.

First day of Term Two

Wed 24th Apr.

ANZAC Day Service at School, 9am

FOTS NEWS
Thank you to those families who have sold
tickets and returned their books and money
to the school for the ‘Eggstraordinary’
Raffle—your support is greatly appreciated!
A reminder that raffle tickets and money need
to be returned to the school by this coming
Tuesday 2nd April.
The Raffle will be drawn this coming Wednesday 3rd April at a special assembly at 3pm.

Cluster Cross Country @ Elmore, Prep-Six
Thurs 25th Apr.

ANZAC Day Public Holiday

Fri 3rd May

MARC Library

Fri 17th May

MARC Library

Mon 20th May

School Council Meeting

Tues 21st May

Playgroup Session, 10am—12noon

Fri 31st May

MARC Library

Tues 4th June

Gym Program, P-6s @ Bendigo

Fri 7th June

Cluster Winter Sports Carnival
Grade 3-6s @ Rochester

Mon 10th June

Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Tues 11th June

Gym Program, P-6s @ Bendigo

Tues 18th June

Gym Program, P-6s @ Bendigo

Tues 25th June

Gym Program, P-6s @ Bendigo

Fri 28th June

Last day of Term Two, 2.15pm dismissal

2019 Term Dates

Weekly Awards
Awards are presented each week at the 3pm
Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend!
Award

This Week

Last Week

P-2 Values

Marli O

Amy O

P-2 Literacy

Mary K

Ted C

P-2 Maths

Amy O

Max M

3-6 Values

Natalie R

Jesse C

Madison H

Tess D

Thurs 31st Jan.—Fri 5th Apr.

Term One

Tues 23rd Apr.—Fri 28th June

Term Two

3-6 Literacy

Mon 15th July—Fri 20th Sept.

Term Three

3-6 Maths

Olivia H

Luke P

Mon 7th Oct.—Fri 20th Dec.

Term Four

Principal’s

Harry M

Ellsie T

Principal’s Report
Holy Moly! Next week is the last week of Term One! How
quickly the first term of the school year has passed us
by! With today’s newsletter being the last of the term, I
take this opportunity to wish all students, parents and
staff a safe and enjoyable Easter Holidays!
PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT CONFERENCES
I again wish to thank all those parents and students who
attended a parent-teacher-student conference over the
past few weeks. The teachers really appreciated the opportunity to speak with you all about the progress of
your child and how we can work together to best support them at school.
In the last newsletter I stated that the next round of parent-teacher-student conferences are held in Term Two.
This was incorrect as the next round of PTCs are in term
Three—apologies.
PREP HEALTH QUESTIONNAIRE
For our Prep parents, accompanying today’s newsletter
is the Prep Health Questionnaire. This is a questionnaire
that is conducted annually with parents of Prep students
prior to the school nurse conducting health checks. Further information about the health checks is attached
with the questionnaire. We ask that the questionnaires
please be returned to the school by this coming Tuesday
2nd April. The School Nurse will be visiting our school on
this day to conduct the health checks with the Prep students. If you are the parent of a student in Prep and did
not receive your health questionnaire or have any questions please see Miss Mac.
2019 SCHOOL CAMPS
We ask our Grade Three-Four and Grade Five-Six families
to please take note of the following information regarding our 2019 school camps.
School camps provide a wonderful opportunity for
students to gain new experiences, as well as building
resilience and teamwork. Our school combines with
schools from the Campaspe Small Schools Cluster for all
camps. This gives our students the opportunity to meet
and make friends with students from other schools. The
following camps will be offered in 2019.

Grade Five-Six Camp
Destination:

Canberra

Dates:

Mon 11th—Fri 15th November.

Approx. Cost:

$ 440

An Expression of Interest Form and further details will
be sent home closer to the date of each camp. Please
note that these are approximate costs for a student to
attend the camps. The final cost will be confirmed closer to the date of the camp.
CAMPASPE DIVISION TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Congratulations to Mitchell W (Grade 5) who recently
represented our school at the Campaspe Division Tennis
Tournament in Echuca. Mitchell played in the boys’ singles event, winning two of his matches. Well done
Mitchell.
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
The first meeting of our new School Council will be held
this coming Monday 1st April at 7pm. Finance Committee will meet at 6.45pm. Packs have been sent home
with the children of our School Councillors today in
readiness for Monday evening.
HEAD LICE INSPECTIONS
Head Lice inspections were conducted at school last
Friday and the outcome of your child’s was sent home. I
thank parents for their vigilance in checking their child’s
hair for Head Lice on a regular basis and treating appropriately where instances of live lice or live eggs are
found. This is critical to minimising the instances of lice
among our students.
I also thank our dedicated team of volunteer inspectors
for their continued support of our school’s head lice
management program!
STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP ANZAC DAY CEREMONY
With this being the final newsletter of Term One, I wish
to make our school community aware that on Wednesday 24th April (first Wednesday of Term Two) at 9.00am
our Student Leadership Group will be running a short
ANZAC Service at the school. We invite parents and
members of our school community to attend.

Destination:

Billabong Ranch, Echuca.

Our School Captains, Teagan and Bree, will also be joining me at the Goornong Community ANZAC Day Service
at the Soldiers’ Memorial Hall on Thursday 25th April to
lay a wreath on behalf of our school community in
memory of all those who lost their lives at war.

Dates:

Wed 21st—Fri 23rd August.

(Principal’s Report continued over page).

Approx. Cost:

$ 190.

Grade Three-Four Camp

Principal’s Report
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS
I wish to congratulate our parents for their efforts to
ensure that their children attend school as often as possible. Over the first nine weeks of the school year our
school is averaging 2.5 days absent per student. This is a
fabulous result and means we are on track to achieve
our goal of averaging less than 10 days absent per student for the year.
Well done to the following students who have achieved
100% attendance in Term One—Lucy O, Marli O, Hunter
R, Daniel J, Savannah M, Tess D and Amelia H.
Well done to our Grade Fours who have missed the least
number of days on average!
The Education Department’s motto is that Every Day
Counts, as there is strong link between consistent attendance at school and a child’s social and academic development.
We understand that there are times when students need
to miss school, such as when they’re ill.
Attendance patterns are established early—a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of
school creates habits which can be very difficult to
break.
We encourage parents to meet with their child’s teacher
if they are having attendance issues so we can work together to get your child to school each day.

is not able to accept verbal messages from siblings of
absent students.
To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the
Education Department, each morning, our teachers
mark the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs system. The system automatically generates a
notification that is sent to parents where a student is
marked as an unexplained absence.
CROSS COUNTRY RUN
Each year our school participates in the Campaspe Cluster Cross Country run. This year’s event will be held at
the Elmore Field Days site on the first Wednesday of
Term Two (24th April) and is for all students in Years
Prep-Six.
On the day, students are split into three age groups according to their age at 31st December this year. Five, six
and seven year olds will run a 1km course; eight, nine
and ten year olds a 2km course; and 11 & 12 year olds a
3km course. The approximate program for the day is:
11.15am

Depart Goornong PS on the bus.

12.15pm

5,6,7yo 1km Race.

12.40pm

8,9,10yo 2km Race.

1.20pm

11,12,13yo 3km Race.

2.00pm

Presentations.

2.30pm

Depart for Goornong PS.

The Cluster Cross Country is always an enjoyable afternoon and we look forward to seeing many parents at
the venue to cheer our students along. Parents who
hold a valid Working with Children Check Card are welcome to travel with us on the bus. Please see me prior
to the day if you wish to take up this opportunity.
Please find attached to today’s newsletter a permission
form for this excursion, to be completed and returned
to the school.

Quote of the Week
“Today I will do what others won’t, so tomorrow I can do what others can’t!”
-Jerry Rice.
It is now Education Department Policy that schools notify parents on the day when a student is absent and the
school has not been provided with a reason for the absence. As such, we ask that parents please notify the
school in the morning if their child is going to be absent
from school that day. Parents are able to notify the
school of absences via their uEducateUs portal or by contacting the school by phone. Please note that the school

Jason Cox
Principal

GRADE PREP-TWO

GRADE THREE-SIX

Over this fortnight the students have been busy
consolidating their learning across all areas. Our
new morning routine has been successful with
students beginning their day ready to learn.

Over the last two weeks of school the Grade
Three-Six students have worked on developing
their literal and inferential comprehension skills
using an array of images. In writing, the students
continue to work on publishing their narratives,
these are almost finished and will be in the learning journals!

During Literacy our focus has been on summarising our reading or viewing. Paying attention
to the Who, When, Where, What, Why and How.
Students have used images, text and media
during these sessions. Preps have come such a
long way this term, with noticeable improvements of confidence with sounds and sight
words. So far this term we have explored the
letters/sounds S, A, T, P, I , N, C, K, E, H and R.
Hunter, Amy
and Olivia
practicing letter
Mary, Lizzy and
Max practicing
letter sounds.

In Maths we have been investigating Addition,
working on strengthening our knowledge of
friends of ten, doubles and quick single digit
mental addition. This has extended into 2 digit
vertical addition, with many of the students so
excited by their new found skills they have been
asking for extra work. The preps have been
working on counting backwards from 10, and
have just started a unit on patterns. Students
have been creating patterns out of object, colours and symbols.
In Art we have been creating some mixed media ‘Robots invade space’ pictures using watercolour paints, splatter paint and also line drawings with markers. The students have had a fantastic time creating their masterpieces and are
excited to finish putting them together next
week.
Over the next week we will be illustrating and
finishing the amazing Narratives the Grade 1/2’s
have created. We will also be continuing on our
focus of number and addition.

During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have been
playing dice games to develop their mental recall
of addition. The students have enjoyed completing activities based on various numbers, where
they had to think about how to expand, draw,
write in words and display their number on a place
value chart. Next week, the students will begin to
explore skip counting and number patterns in
more detail.
This week in grade 5/6 maths, students are finishing up with prime numbers and factors and directing their attention to multiples. We have
seen a great growth in student's knowledge and
ability within multiplication and look to extend
and strengthen this over the last days of Term 1.
In Art, the students have been creating ‘Robots
Invade Space’. They have used water colour paint,
splatter paint and line drawing to achieve this.
They will look amazing, and will also be in the
learning journals for you to admire!
On the 18th of March, the grade six girls enjoyed their leadership excursion to Melbourne. It
was a positive day and was wonderful to listening
to four fantastic speakers!

Nice teeth Beth!

Awesome dancing from Claire!

Mr Cox having a
power nap on
the way home!

Just a reminder to get your gel and hairspray organised for school photos next Tuesday!

Community News

10.30am Thursday 25th April, 2019

TENNIS PREMIERSHIP
Congratulations to our Grade Prep-Two Teacher,
Miss Mac, who was part of the Elmore Tennis
Club team that won the Grand Final of the
Lockington/Elmore Tennis Competition last
Saturday. Well done Miss Mac!

Student Banking – Bendigo Bank
Once again our school will offer Student
Banking for students that bank with the
Bendigo Bank.
Students need to place their completed
bank book with their money in the locked
Student Banking box in the staffroom each
Tuesday morning before 9.00am. Their deposits will be made during the week and
deposit books returned by Friday.
New bank accounts can be opened at the
Elmore branch.
Student banking will begin from Tuesday
19th March.
Please see Tymika for further details!

Thank you to Col-Iron Unique Iron Art for donating the
major prize in our ‘Eggstraordinary’ Raffle

