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Issue 12 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Tues 6th Aug  Playgroup Session @ The School, 10-12 

Fri 9th Aug  MARC Library 

Term Three 

Mon 12th Aug Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

Tues 13th Aug Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

Thurs 15th Aug Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

Mon 19th Aug Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

   School Council Meeting 

Fri 23rd Aug  MARC Library 

21st—23rd Aug Grade Three-Four Echuca Camp 

Fri 30th Aug  Cluster Athletic Carnival in Bendigo 

   (Grade Three-Sixes only) 

Wed 4th Sept  Cluster Science Excursion to Elmore 

   (All students) 

Fri 6th Sept  MARC Library—Book Week Activities 

Fri 13th Sept  Jump Rope for Heart, 2,15pm 

Mon 16th Sept School Council Meeting 

Fri 20th Sept  MARC Library 

   Last day of Term Three, 2.15pm dismissal 

2019 Term Dates 

Mon 15th July—Fri 20th Sept. Term Three 

Mon 7th Oct.—Fri 20th Dec. Term Four 

Weekly Awards 

Awards are presented each week at the 3pm   

Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend! 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 Values Saanvi P Hunter R 

P-2 Literacy Charlie A Max M 

P-2 Maths Olivia M Marli O 

3-6 Values Olivia H Indianna A 

3-6 Literacy Bree T Natalie R 

3-6 Maths Cooper S Teagan F & Ellsie T 

Principal’s Amy O Milla P 

Craft Supplies 

We are seeking donations of any size plastic soft drink 

bottles for the upcoming Science Day. Please give any 

donations to Ms Mac or Mrs Patton. 

Thank you to everyone that kindly donated boxes and 

‘stuff’ to the art room. Miss Mac is pleased to            

announce she now has enough goodies.  

Goornong Playgroup 
The next playgroup session will be held on  

Tuesday 6th August, 2019  
at the school, beginning at 10am. 

We invite all members of the Goornong        

community with young children to please come 

along and meet other people in the area who 

have young children; and also use some of your 

local school’s facilities. 

Morning tea will be provided for both parents 

and children. 

We hope to see you there! 

Please contact the school on 5432 2236 if you 

require any further details. 



After returning from leave this week it has been wonder-

ful to see the students, staff and parents and hear many 

positive stories about the first two weeks of Term Three. 

A big thank you to Mrs Patton for her work as acting 

principal; and to the entire staff team for their efforts 

ensuring a productive start to the term. 

GRADE THREE-FOUR ECHUCA CAMP 

We are now just over two weeks away from the Grade 

Three-Four Echuca Camp. The camp runs from Wednes-

day 21st - Friday 23rd August and sees our students join 

with the other Campaspe Cluster schools to participate 

in a range of outdoor and team-building activities. 

For those attending camp, accompanying today’s news-

letter is further information regarding the camp and 

forms to be returned to the school. 

We are now able to confirm that the cost of the camp is 

$210 per student. Thank you to those families that have 

already finalised payment. If you haven’t already done 

so, we ask that payment please be finalised prior to the 

camp. 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES—ONLINE BOOKING 

SYSTEM 

Our Term Three Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences 

will be held on the afternoons of Monday 12th, Tuesday 

13th, Thursday 15th and Monday 19th August.  

These are an opportunity for parents to find out about 

how their child is progressing socially, academically and 

behaviourally at school.  

Whilst it is not compulsory for students to attend the 

conference, we do encourage students, particularly in 

the Grade Three-Six class, to be involved as this ensures 

that parents, students and teachers are all on the same 

page as to the successes and challenges for the student. 

We are able to excuse the student from a period of the 

conference if necessary.  

Once again, Parents are asked to book their parent-

teacher-student conference via the UEducateUs system 

either on their mobile device or PC. Simply login to your 

UEducateUs Portal where a notification will appear re-

garding parent-teacher interviews and follow the links to 

book your conference. 

For parents with more than one child, please note that a 

‘gremlin’ in the UEducateUs system means that back-to-

back interviews cannot be booked, even with the same 

teacher. 

 

Principal’s Report 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

The next meeting of our School Council is on Monday 

19th August at 7.00pm. Finance Committee will meet at 

6.45pm on this evening. 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 

Each year our school conducts a survey of families as one 

of multiple sources of feedback that our school uses to 

direct future planning and school improvement. This 

year the Parent Opinion Survey is being conducted 

online. I ask that families please find accompanying to-

day’s newsletter an invitation to complete the survey, 

including details on how to complete it and a unique sur-

vey login. 

CLUSTER FOOTBALL REPRESENTATIVES 

On Tuesday Cooper S, Charlie C, Bailey A and Tom E 

played in the Campaspe Cluster Football Team at the 

Sandhurst Division Football Tournament in Bendigo. Our 

Cluster team applied themselves well against some stiff 

competition and managed to put together some good 

passages of play. However, they were unable to get over 

the line in any of their six matches. Highlights from the 

Goornong students included Charlie’s two goals, 

Cooper’s strong tackling, Bailey’s marking at centre-half-

back and Tom’s reliable defending. A big thank you to Mr 

Collins from Raywood PS for coaching the team and to 

Tina M who filled the role of property steward. 

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 

A reminder that Jump Rope For Heart returns this term 

and it has been wonderful to see the students positive 

attitudes and participation each Wednesday when we 

run the sessions! Some of the senior students have even 

remembered some tricks from two years ago, and seeing 

the smiles on the faces of the Preps when they mastered 

a skill has been very rewarding! As we know, the JRFH 

(Jump Rope For Heart) program is an excellent initiative 

that teaches the students healthy habits, engaging them 

in physical activity, whilst raising money for the Heart 

Foundation. This year, JRFH would like us to fundraise 

online. It is an easy process and secure. Once you have 

set up your child’s fundraising page, you can then ‘share’ 

their page to family and friends via Facebook, Twitter or 

Email. The JRFH booklet was attached to last fortnight’s 

newsletter, outlining more information and instructions 

to get started. Please don’t hesitate to come and see 

Mrs Patton if you have any questions. 

Principal 

Jason Cox 



GRADE THREE-SIX 

In Reading the students have continued to work 

on their individual learning goals. They have also 

investigated the different types of verbs that au-

thors use to accompany dialogue in a narrative, 

such as said, whispered, shouted, screamed, 

screeched and asked. 

In Writing, the learning focus for this week has 

been on using dialogue and the correct punctua-

tion to support this (quotation marks). The stu-

dents have created their own cartoons and used 

dialogue to enhance their story. 

During Maths this week the Grade Three-Sixes 

have continued learning about chance and data. 

The students have investigated chance related to 

the possible outcomes of a ‘dice-roll’ Maths 

Game and have presented this data in a graph. 

They have also investigated the chance element 

of the Maths Game and whether it is ‘fair’ or 

‘unfair’ based on the design and rules of the 

game. 

In ‘Themes’ we have begun a new topic titled 

‘Earth & Beyond’. Over the term, we will delve 

into lots of different areas based on this topic, 

including a small research project each student 

will complete.  

This week the students have also unpacked the 

traits and characteristics that they believe make a 

good friend. In class the students have consid-

ered their views on this and created a position 

description for their ideal friend. 

We have completed three weeks of Jump Rope 

for Heart and are already more than half way to-

wards our target of $1000. We would like to 

thank the families who are participating in the 

program, raising money for the Heart Foundation. 

We would like say a HUGE great job to Marli, 

Daniel, Luke, Madi, Amelia H, Max A, Audrey, 

Wade, Harry, Max, Mary and Hunter who have 

raised over $500 between them so far! If you 

haven’t created an online fundraising page as 

yet, it isn’t too late to do so. If you would prefer to 

fundraise offline, Mrs Patton has the forms ready 

to go! Please don’t hesitate to come and see her 

Monday if you have any questions.  

Jump on board Goornong, we’re half way there!!! 

 

 

GRADE PREP-TWO 

This fortnight there has been lots of excitement 

in the lead up to the Jump Rope for Heart. The 

Prep, 1s and 2s have been practising during 

break times and the improvement of skills has 

been fantastic.  

In Mathematics, we have been exploring time 

and have started looking at clocks this week. 

We have identified the features of both an an-

alogue and digit clock. Students have been 

excited to practise reading the time on an an-

alogue clock with lots of discussion about 

what time it is on our classroom clock.  We 

have also been looking at identifying, ordering 

and representing teen numbers and have 

started to explore multiplication through the 

use of arrays.  

In Words Their Way, we have now created 

take home packs of our fortnightly words, al-

lowing for practice at home. It has been fan-

tastic to see so many children remembering to 

bring their spelling word back to school each 

day.  

There was a big focus on Diagraphs this fort-

night with students looking for diagrph sounds 

at the beginning and end of words. Students 

completed a classroom digraph hunt this 

week and we were amazed by how many ob-

jects we found containing sh, th, ch, ph and 

wh. 

In Writing, we have started exploring narratives 

using comic strips to share our stories. The stu-

dents have used images and adjectives to 

created some awesome characters profiles. 

With the warm sunshine out this week we de-

cided to head outside and create an imagi-

nation land filled with wonderful creatures. It 

was great to hear about the characters the 

children had imagined, each with its own per-

sonality and story.   

  

Ted, Harry and Marli using chalk to draw their characters. 



Elmore Field Days 

2019 will again see Goornong Primary School participate in the Elmore Field Days Catering Committee. 

This activity is always a great way to raise funds for our school. The Elmore Field Days will be ran on 

Tuesday 1st October, Wednesday 2nd October & Thursday 3rd October. We are seeking volunteers to fill 

shifts on all of the dates below. You may notice we have longer and more shifts to fill  for 2019, this is 

because we have taken on a full share roster to maximise profits to contribute towards our Outdoor 

Learning Space. Long shifts are able to be shared by 2 people, please speak to Rachel or Tymika if you 

would like to share a shift.  

Please be aware there is FREE Child care available for kinder and primary school aged children for all vol-

unteers. What a great way to help fill those school holiday days!  

Please write your name on the roster at the office if you are able to help out.  

If you have any questions or for further information, please speak to Rachel or Tymika.  



Community News 

BOOK WEEK 2019 

Our Book Week dress-up day is on Friday 

6th September. On this day students (and 

parents) are encouraged to dress up in a 

costume related to this year’s theme— 

Reading is My Secret Power. 

We will be having a parade at the school at 

9am on our Book Week day. 

Write Unto Art 
This term selected students from Goornong Pri-
mary School were involved in the Write Unto Art 
Junior 2019 exhibition. This entailed student cre-
ating a piece of artwork inspired by poems in Lin-
da Newtons book ‘I Saw An Odd Asaurus’ or a po-
em of their choice. We were very thankful to have 
Artist Mari. B visit the school on 2 occasions to 
run a workshop with the students. Mari shared 
her knowledge to assist students plan the compo-
sition of their painting and also taught the chil-
dren technical application of acrylic paints on can-
vas. The students have put in many hours during 
the planning and completion of their Artworks 
and should be very proud of their final pieces. 
This opportunity was supported by the generous 
donation of art supplies from Fosterville Gold 
Mines. Also a big thank you to Drovers Arms Ho-
tel for allowing us to use their venue to exhibit 
our works during the month of August. Feel free 
to head down to the Drovers Arms Hotel over the 
next few weeks to see the students amazing po-
em inspired masterpieces.  


