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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.

Dates to Remember
Next Week
Sun 1st Sept.

Father’s Day

Tues 3rd Sept.

Playgroup Session at School, 10am-12pm

Wed 4th Sept
Fri 6th Sept

Weekly Awards
Awards are presented each week at the 3pm
Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend!
Award

This Week

Last Week

Weeroona College Gr 6 Transition

P-2 Values

Charlie A

Excursion

P-2 Literacy

Hunter R

Cluster Science Excursion to Elmore

P-2 Maths

Brock K

(All students)

3-6 Values

-

3-6 Literacy

-

MARC Library—Book Week Activities

Term Three
Tue 10th Sept

FOTS Meeting at School, 2.30pm

Fri 13th Sept

Jump Rope for Heart, 2,15pm

Mon 16th Sept

School Council Meeting

Fri 20th Sept

MARC Library

3-6 Maths

Jordan V

Principal’s

Bree T

Last day of Term Three, 2.15pm dismissal
2019 Term Dates
Mon 15th July—Fri 20th Sept.

Term Three

Mon 7th Oct.—Fri 20th Dec.

Term Four

BOOK WEEK 2019
Our Book Week dress-up day is this coming
Friday 6th September. On this day students
(and parents) are encouraged to dress up in
a costume related to this year’s theme—
Reading is My Secret Power.
We will be having a parade at the school at
9am on our Book Week day.

Goornong Playgroup
The next playgroup session will be held on

Tuesday 3rd September,
2019
at the school, beginning at 10am.

We invite all members of the Goornong
community with young children to please come
along and meet other people in the area who
have young children; and also use some of your
local school’s facilities.
Morning tea will be provided for both parents
and children.
We hope to see you there!
Please contact the school on 5432 2236 if you
require any further details.

Principal’s Report
SCIENCE EXCURSION
A reminder that this coming Wednesday 4th September our
students will be heading to Elmore Primary School for the
annual Campaspe Cluster Science Day. On this day we will
be joining with the other Campaspe Cluster schools to participate in a range of activities around chemical science,
energy science and environmental science.
STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY

Earlier this year students in Grades Four, Five and Six
completed the annual Student Attitudes to School Survey. This is an annual survey set by the Education Department which provides valuable feedback to schools about
the students’ perceptions of their school. The students
complete the survey online and are asked to respond to
a number of questions with either strongly agree, agree,
neutral, disagree or strongly disagree.
At Goornong PS, we use these results as one of multiple
sources of feedback to direct future planning and school
improvement. In 2019 the results generally indicate a
positive endorsement of the learning environment our
school offers the students. A summary of the results is
below.

GRADE 6 STUDENTS TRANSITION VISIT TO WEEROONA
COLLEGE
This coming Tuesday 3rd September Grade Six students
enrolled at Weeroona College for Year 7 will be participating in a transition session at the college. Further details
are attached to today’s newsletter for these families.
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
At our most recent School Council meeting on Monday 19th
August Council reviewed the landscape drawings for the
Outdoor Learning Space and agreed to the general design
of the space (these can be seen on the noticeboard at the
reception area). Council also reviewed some quotes for the
works associated with Outdoor Learning Space and its furniture. Council is now in the process of confirming the finer
details of the space and investigating any grant opportunities which could supplement the money already fundraised
for the project. We will keep our school community informed of development as they occur.
The next meeting of our School Council is on Monday 16th
September at 7.00pm. Finance Committee will meet at
6.45pm on this evening.

Principal
Jason Cox

Areas of Success
FOTS MEETING

 86% of students felt that the behaviour of others

does not impact on their learning.
 87% gave a positive response for their sense of safety

at our school.
 95% of students gave a positive response with re-

gards to the teachers setting high expectations for
their learning.
 86% of students gave a positive response with re-

gards to differentiated learning challenge (eg: feeling
that the classroom work is in the ’Goldilocks Zone’ not too hard, not too easy).
Areas for Improvement
 Our school has the target to achieve at least 90% pos-

itive responses on all categories of the survey.
 68% of students gave a positive response with re-

gards to teacher concern (eg: whether students feel
they can talk to the teachers if there is a problem).
 77% of students gave a positive response when asked

about their feeling of connectedness and sense of
belonging to the school community.
 73% of students gave a positive response for

confidence in their learning.

We are having our meeting for Term 3 on Tuesday 10
September at 2.30pm. We will be making plans for future projects and look forward to seeing you there.
Everyone is welcome to attend. It is a great opportunity
to meet others and get involved in our school community. Our meetings are relaxed and informal and we are
currently focused on fundraising for the school to build
a new Outdoor Learning Space. Afternoon tea will be
provided and young children welcome.

HIGH FIVES
A high five to all those FOTS
members and volunteers who
helped out organising this year’s
Father’s Day gifts—your help is
much appreciated!
The student’s were sent hone with their
gifts yesterday, ready to give to the dads on
Sunday.

GRADE PREP-TWO

GRADE THREE-SIX

In our Reading Block this week we have focused
on learning how to effectively answer questions
about a particular text. First, we highlighted the
key words in the question, then scanned the text
In Literacy, this fortnight we have been looking at to locate these key words. We then highlighted
the reading strategy of Questioning before, during the sentence we found the key words which then
made it much easier to answer the question. The
and after our reading. We have discussed what
makes a thick and thin question and how we can students practised answering the questions using
use questioning to connect with a text and better full sentences rather than one or two word answers.
understand what we have read.
In Writing, the students have worked on pracThis week our Writing focus has been Narrative.
tising their individual writing goal. To do this,
We have planned our narratives creating interestthey have written both personal ‘weekend’ writing
ing characters, settings, problems and solutions.
as well as writing a short creative piece about
The students are very excited to start their stories
discovering a new species of plant or animal.
and with the humble Llama seeming to make a
During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have begun
guest appearance in a lot of the story lines it will
to focus ‘Multiplication’. The students have pracbe very interesting to see what the students cretised their skip counting and have been working
ate.
on quick recall of the times tables.
With the sun finally coming out this week we celebrated the warmer weather by enjoying some
Alfresco dinning on our deck area.

In Mathematics, we have just finished our unit on
multiplication of 2s, 5s and10s. The students have
also been really engaged with our new topic of
money which will run to the end of term. Students
have been identifying and categorising coins and
notes and have started adding coins and working
out change. Our Preps have been working on
number 0-20 and 1 digit addition. They have tried
lots of different strategies such as using object,
number lines and counting on from the largest
number.

The Grade Five-Sixes have been learning about
fractions. The students have been using number
lines to support their understanding of fractions
and have been able to accurately place proper
fractions, improper fractions and mixed numbers
onto number lines.
Congratulations to all the Grade three-fours who
had a fantastic time at Echuca Billabong Camp
last week. You were all wonderful campers and
participated in the activities with a great attitude. Well done guys and gals!

Where to next…. In Mathematics we will be look- This is a picture of half the students in NSW and
ing at ordinal number as well as revisiting addition. half in VIC!
In Reading we will start our unit of work on Visualising. Students will learn how to create an image
or movie in their mind of what they are reading or
listening to.

Amy, Olivia, Lizzy, Hunter, Max, Mary, Brock and Tearna having lots of
fun practising their Mathematics skills.

More photo’s available on the UeducateUs App!

Jump Rope for Heart
Goornong PS Jump-Off Day
Friday 13th September
2.15pm—3.15pm
At the school
On this afternoon the students will be participating in skipping activities and demonstrating the skills they have learnt during the
Jump Rope for Heart Program this term.
Parents are welcome to come along and join
in or help out.

Bike Rider Safety
Over the past few weeks the school has received multiple concerns from members of the local community regarding students
from our school when riding to and from school. These concerns have related to students from our school not giving way to
traffic, riding on the wrong side of the road and riding in an unpredictable and unsafe manner. Obviously, we wish to ensure
that all students arrive safely to school in the morning and safely home in the afternoon. As such, we encourage the parents of
children who ride to school to have a conversation with their
child regarding riding safely on the road.
At Goornong PS we run the Bike Education program for students in Grades Three-Six in October each year. This Program
teaches students a range of skills, including how to manage
their bike safely on the road, where to position their bike on the
road for safe riding; and how to share the road with vehicle traffic in a safe way. The school often reminds students that the
learnings of the Bike Education Program are for their own safety and are applicable at any time they are riding on the road.
We have also talked to the students about the fact that when
they are riding to and from school they are wearing the school
uniform; and as such, are encouraged to represent the school
in a positive way.
We thank parents for their support with this.

To support parents, the following information, sourced from
www.bicyclenetwork.com.au and www.vicroads.vic.gov.au, may
be of interest for parents seeking further information to support
their child to ride safely to and from school:
 Parents/carers are responsible for children riding bicycles to

and from school.
 Due to cognitive development, children should not ride on

the road accompanied by an adult until around the age of
10.
 Like young drivers, children need plenty of supervised prac-

tice before gaining their independence on a bicycle.
 In order to ride safely in traffic a bike rider needs to be able

to manage all the following simultaneously.
Control the bike on different road surfaces.
Be able to deal with obstacles safely.
Be aware of and predict the traffic movement around

them.
Understand the road rules that apply both to bike riders

and drivers.
Make safe, split-second decisions.

Community News

Elmore Tennis Club
Saturday Tennis
The Elmore Tennis Club is looking for players for the
2019/20 season. Players of all experience are welcome!
Competition begins in early October and finishes in
March (Juniors do not play during school holidays). Juniors play on Saturday mornings and Seniors play on Saturday afternoons. Please register your interest by
Wednesday 4th September.
Training
Tennis Training will begin on Thursday 19th September
at 4:30pm
Fast 4 Tennis
This year we are starting up a Fast 4 social competition,
aiming to encourage more people to play tennis in the
community. People of all experience are encouraged to
sign up. The competition will start on Thursday 12th
September from 5:30pm onwards. It will run for 6-10
weeks depending on interest. Cost is $20. Please register your own team (2 men and 2 women) or register
individually by Sunday 8th September.
For more information or to register your interest please
contact Bryce (0458111544) or Jordan (0429520495).
Elmore Field Days
The Elmore Field Days Catering Committee is requesting to
lend Pie Warmers for use during the Elmore Field Days. The
Pie Warmers would be required to be at the field days from
Thursday 26th September-Friday 4th October to allow adequate time to determine the best location for each Pie
Warmer and for them to be tagged and tested if need be.
Please let Tymika know ASAP if you are able to provide a Pie
Warmer for the Elmore Field Days

