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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Mon 25th Nov. Student-Free Day 

Wed 27th Nov. Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Fri 29th Nov.  Final MARC Library Session for 2019 

Term Four 

Tues 3rd Dec.  Gr. 6 Graduation Orders Due 

Tues 10th Dec. Orientation (Step-Up) Day 

   Little Learners Program, 9am—12.30pm 

   Grade Six Graduation Dinner, 6.15pm 

Tues 17th Dec. Raffle Books due back to the school 

Wed 18th Dec. Concert Rehearsal at Hall, 11.30-1.30 

   Christmas Concert, 6.15pm at Hall 

Thurs 19th Dec. Whole-School Excursion to Bendigo 

Fri 20th Dec.  Last of Term Four, 2.15pm dismissal 

2020 School Year 

Tues 28th Jan  Collect Supplies & Pay Part A of Fees 

   10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm 

Wed 29th Jan  First Day (Grade One—Six Students) 

Thurs 30th Jan Prep Students First Day 

2020 Term Dates 

Term One  Wed 29th Jan — Fri 27th Mar 

Term Two  Tues 14th Apr—Fri 26th June 

Term Three  Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term Four  Fri 5th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

Weekly Awards 

Awards are presented each week at the 3pm   

Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend! 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 Values Mary K Olivia M 

P-2 Literacy Charlie A Milla P 

P-2 Maths Mayla P Saanvi P 

3-6 Values Bailey A Madi H 

3-6 Literacy Tess D Savannah M 

3-6 Maths Jaxson R & Max A Jesse C 

Principal’s Charlie A Indi A 

FOTS NEWS 

End of Year Raffle 

Raffle books for our End-of-Year Raffle accompany 

today’s newsletter. We have some great prizes up 

for grabs. Thanks heaps to all those who arranged 

donations—your support is much appreciated! 

We are asking each family to sell tickets. Raffle 

books are due back to the school no later than 9am 

on Tuesday 17th December. The raffle will be drawn 

at the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 18th De-

cember. 

 

Pub Raffle 

Our monthly pub raffle has been a major success so 

far during 2019. Brian & Nid have been kind enough 

to let us continue this regular fundraiser in 2020. We 

are currently looking for volunteers to run the raffle 

on the following dates:  

January 3rd, February 7th and March 6th. 

If you are able to help out on any of these dates, 

please let Tymika know.  

A roster will be created early next year for the re-

mainder of 2020. 

 

Elmore Field Days 

This week our school was informed of the dividend 

that we will receive from the Catering Committee for 

providing volunteers during this year’s Elmore Field 

Days. This year, $42 was earned for our school for 

every hour of time volunteered. We are pleased to 

share with our community that $5733 was raised, 

which will go towards the Outdoor Learning Space. 

Thank you very much to all those who volunteered 

their time—your contribution is greatly appreciated! A 

big thank you also to David and Rachel Mill who co-

ordinated the roster on behalf of our school—a super 

result! 



How quickly the end of the school year is approaching. 

We now only have 19 days of school remaining in 2019 

(and it’s just 33 days until Christmas!). 

Over the past week or so the students have been work-

ing hard completing assessments in literacy and numera-

cy as the teachers prepare to write the end-of-year re-

ports. 

STUDENT-FREE DAY 

A reminder that this coming Monday 25th November is a 

Student-Free Day. The teachers will be using this day to 

write the students end-of-year reports. 

GRADE SIX GRADUATION              

For parents of Grade Six students, please find attached 

to today’s newsletter details of this year’s Graduation 

Dinner to be held on the evening of Tuesday 10th De-

cember at the Drovers’ Arms Hotel. 

We are also asking our Grade 6 families to provide us 

with any kindergarten photos and school photos from 

the junior years. We wish to scan these and add them 

into the Grade 6 Graduation Movie which will be shown 

at the Graduation Dinner. Thanks in advance. 

SCHOOL FEES FOR 2020 

At the School Council meeting on Monday 28th October, 

the council reviewed school fees and the Parent Pay-

ment Policy for 2020. I am pleased to announce that 

once again there will be no change to school fees for 

2020. A copy of the Parent Payment Policy is available 

under the policies tab on the Goornong PS website. A 

Summary of the fees is outlined below. 

Educational Supplies    $ 85 

(Due at beginning of the school year)   

Program Supplies     $ 100 

(Due by the end of Term One) 

Optional Items 

(All camps, the whole-school excursion & events such as 

Grade Six Graduation are user-pays items). 

2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

The first day of school  in 2020 for Grade One-Six stu-

dents is Wednesday 29th January. The Preps first day is 

Thursday 30th January. As has been the case in previous 

years, we ask that parents collect their child’s supplies 

and pay the Educational Supplies portion of the fees on 

Tuesday 28th January. 

 

Principal’s Report Quote of the week 

“Strength doesn’t come from what you can do. It 

comes from overcoming the things you once thought 

you couldn’t.” 

- Rikki Rogers 

Jason Cox 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER—CODE RED DAYS                                                                

I trust that everyone in our school community was able 

to stay safe throughout yesterday’s declared Code Red 

day. I also wish to thank those members of our school 

community who helped in spreading the message via 

social media and other means of the school’s closure. 

Yesterday was a good test of our school’s procedures 

for communicating with our community in an emergen-

cy and as far as I’m aware, all parents were informed of 

the closure as soon as possible on Wednesday after-

noon (the school was informed of the Code Red Day at 

about 3.45pm Wednesday afternoon). I would be hap-

py to hear from any parents who experienced issues 

regarding the communication so we can try to improve 

our procedures for next time.  

Our school is included on the Bushfire At Risk Register, 

as set by the Education Department, for the 2019-2020 

Summer. This means that our school is required to 

close on days declared as Code Red in the Northern 

Country Bureau of Meteorology district. Please be 

aware that only schools included on the Bushfire At 

Risk Register are required to close on Code Red Days. 

Schools that are not on the register may remain open. 

Code Red days are announced by the Emergency Man-

agement Commissioner of Victoria (usually no later 

than 1.00pm) on the day preceding the Code Red day. 

Once a Code Red day is announced, our school will no-

tify all families that the school will be closed. 



WEEROONA COLLEGE YEAR 7s IN 2020 

Is your child attending Weeroona College 
Bendigo in 2020? 

If yes, 2020 booklist information has been 
mailed to all families. 

Parents/carers can contact the Weeroona 
College Bendigo Administration Office on 
5443 2133 if they have not received a pack. 

What are the Child Safe Standards? 

The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian 

Government identified that more can be done in the 

community to reduce and remove the risk of child abuse. 

As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of require-

ments (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian schools 

need to meet. 

The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that re-

quire organisations working with children to implement 

strategies to prevent child abuse. 

There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle 

of Inclusion. 

 

Our Commitment to Child Safety 

Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety and 

wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be 

the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child 

abuse. 

We are committed to providing a child safe environment 

where children and young people are safe and feel safe, 

and their voices are heard about decisions that affect 

their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural 

safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a dis-

ability and children who are vulnerable. 

Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has 

a responsibility to understand the important and specific 

role they play individually and collectively to ensure that 

the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 

is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they 

make. 

Goornong Primary School has in place the following poli-

cies and documents which outline approaches to re-

move and/or reduce the risks of child abuse; and 

our commitment to providing a child-safe environment. 

 Child Safety Policy. 

 Child Safe Code of Conduct. 

 Staff Selection, Supervision  & Management Policy. 

 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy. 

 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Envi-

ronment. 

A copy of all of these policies and further information 

regarding the Child Safe Standards is available on our 

school’s website. 

Community News 



Grade Five-Six Canberra Camp 2019 

The Grade Prep-Twos were excited to harvest some carrots from the garden during Garden Science class on 
Monday. 



GRADE THREE-SIX 

This week the Grade Three-Sixes have focused 
on learning about ‘text features’. Together we 
looked in non-fiction texts to locate various text 
features and identify their purpose. We looked 
at what features we thought made a good non-
fiction and why. For example, we decided the non-
fiction texts that had an index page, glossary, 
photographs and fact boxes were easier to locate 
information.   

In Writing, the students published their ‘good 
quality’ narratives on the computer. The students 
have also completed a handwriting assessment for 
their Learning Journal to show off their legible 
style of handwriting.  

During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have com-
pleted several assessments. These assessments 
were in preparation for reporting to see what 
skills the students have mastered over the year! 
All of the students demonstrated amazing con-
centration and I was very pleased with the re-
sults.   

In Maths the Grade Five-Sixes have completed a 
number of assessments this week as we approach 
the end of the year. The students have complet-
ed assessments on number skills related to addi-
tion, subtraction, multiplication, division, number 
patterns, place value and fractions & decimals. 
Pleasingly, most students have achieved much-
improved 
results from 
the begin-
ning of the 
year. 

 

 

  

 

The kids had 

a great time 

plotting maps 

and pathways 

with the Bee 

Bots last 
week! 

GRADE PREP-TWO 

It has been a fantastic fortnight with all students 

enjoying our two visits from the little learners.  

In Writing, we are publishing our information re-

ports which will then be presented to the class. Stu-

dents have found great joy in researching their ani-

mal and sharing all the weird and wonderful facts 

they have discovered (Did you know that bearded 

dragons also pant like a dog?). In reading we have 

been improving our reading stamina and practising 

using our reading strategies to increase fluency and 

understanding of text. Students have also been 

looking at literal and inferential comprehension to 

help with answering questions about a text.  

In Spelling, we have been testing out some different 

spelling rules such as the bossy ‘e’ (as in like) and 

‘when two vowels go walking the first one does the 

talking’ (as in boat). Students have enjoyed finding 

words that we can use these strategies on and, 

identifying when they have used these rules when 

reading.  

In Maths, We have finished our work on addition 

and are now looking at measurement. We have 

compared two objects, such as straws, using words 

like  ‘shorter’, ‘longer’ and ‘same’ which we then 

ordered as a class from shortest to longest. This 

week we have began predicting the length of ob-

jects and then measuring to see the actual measure-

ment. We then compared our result to ensure we 

were being accurate in our measurements.  

Over the coming fortnight students will continue 

their work on measurement and we will be starting 

to look at writing some poetry.  

 

A little bit of Friday free 

time dress up fun.  


