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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.

Dates to Remember
Next Week
Mon 11th Nov.

Remembrance Day excursion to Goornong
Hall

Weekly Awards
Awards are presented each week at the 3pm
Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend!
Award

This Week

Last Week

11th –15th Nov.

Gr. Five-Six Canberra Camp

P-2 Values

Lizzy

Hunter

Wed 13th Nov.

Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm

P-2 Literacy

Amy

Mayla

P-2 Maths

Marli

Ted

3-6 Values

Max A

Jaxson

Term Four
Mon 18th Nov.

Final School Council Meeting for 2019

Wed 20th Nov.

Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm

Fri 22nd Nov.

Cluster Summer Sports, Elmore (Gr. 3-6s)

3-6 Literacy

Brayden

Ellsie

Mon 25th Nov.

Student-Free Day

3-6 Maths

Madi H

Amelia H

Wed 27th Nov.

Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm

Principal’s

Mayla

Lucy

Tues 10th Dec.

Orientation (Step-Up) Day
Little Learners Program, 9am—12.30pm
Grade Six Graduation Dinner, 6.15pm

Wed 18th Dec.

Concert Rehearsal at Hall, 11.30-1.30
Christmas Concert, 6.15pm at Hall

Thurs 19th Dec.

Whole-School Excursion to Bendigo

Fri 20th Dec.

Last of Term Four, 2.15pm dismissal

2020 School Year

FOTS NEWS
End of Year Raffle
We are currently seeking donations for our End Of Year
Raffle. Any donation you can arrange, big or small will be
greatly appreciated. A letter from the school is available
for any business donation requests. Please see Tymika for
a copy of the letter.

Collect Supplies & Pay Part A of Fees

We are asking that all donations be left in the staff room
on or before Tuesday 19th November.

10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm

Raffle books will be attached to the next newsletter.

Wed 29th Jan

First Day (Grade One—Six Students)

Pub Raffle

Thurs 30th Jan

Prep Students First Day

Our monthly pub raffle has been a major success so far
during 2019. Brian & Nid have been kind enough to let us
continue this regular fundraiser in 2020. We are currently
looking for volunteers to run the raffle on the following
dates:

Tues 28th Jan

2020 Term Dates
Term One

Wed 29th Jan — Fri 27th Mar

Term Two

Tues 14th Apr—Fri 26th June

Term Three

Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept

January 3rd, February 7th and March 6th.

Term Four

Fri 5th Oct—Fri 18th Dec

If you are able to help out on any of these dates, please
let Tymika know.
A roster will be created early next year for the remainder
of 2020.

Principal’s Report
GRADE FIVE-SIX CANBERRA CAMP
Next week our Grade Five-Six students head to Canberra
with the other Campaspe Cluster schools for four nights.
This is a bi-annual camp for our Grade Five-Six students
and provides them with a wonderful opportunity to visit
our nation’s capital. Whilst on camp the students will
visit Parliament House, The Australian War Memorial,
the Australian Institute of Sport and the Royal Australian
Mint.
Below are some last minute reminders for our Canberra
Campers:
 The bus departs from Elmore Primary School at

7.00am on Monday morning (please arrive at
6.30am).
 Please ensure students have a backpack with drink

bottle, snacks, lunch and ’entertainment activities’ to
take with them on the bus. Overnight bags will be
stored below the bus and will not be accessible during our journey to Canberra.
 Please ensure any medication is given to me in a

clearly labelled zip lock bag with clear instructions on
the dosage and time for the medication to be taken.
 Please ensure a maximum of $30 spending money is

given to me in a clearly labelled zip lock bag.
 Don’t forget to pack full school uniform for the

Wednesday when we visit Parliament House.
 I have double checked with our accommodation and

the bedding provided includes a bottom sheet, top
sheet, blanket, pillow and pillow case. Students do
not need to bring a sleeping bag or doona. However,
students may wish to bring their own pillow and
sleeping bag (the pillow might be handy for a snooze
during the bus trip!).
 This afternoon I have collected each campers’ wide-

brimmed school hat and will bring these with us on
camp.
 I can be contacted on 0438 915 200 on Monday

morning or throughout the duration of camp.
I look forward to seeing our campers bright and early on
Monday morning!
REMEMBRANCE DAY EXCURSION
A reminder that this coming Monday 11th November all
students (excluding our Grade 5-6 Canberra Campers)

will be walking to the Goornong Soldiers Memorial Hall to
attend the Goornong Community Remembrance Day
Commemoration Service, run by the Elmore Sub-Branch
of the RSL. The students will be performing the song,
Spirit of the ANZACS, which they have been rehearsing
with Ms Hayes in Music.
LITTLE LEARNERS PROGRAM
The school was abuzz last Thursday as we welcomed Lola,
Tyler, Edward, Alexia, Rebecca and Emilie for their first
Little Learner’s session. The Little Learners will be participating in classroom activities once a week over the next
five weeks, preparing them for their first year of school
next year. The Grade Prep-Two class is looking forward to
the Little Learner’s next visit to our school this coming
Wednesday.
SCHOOL OVAL
Last weekend the school oval was over sown with a warm
season grass seed. We are hoping that this will create a
more drought tolerant oval that is better able to withstand our hot dry summers; and which maintains a lush
cover of grass year round.
As such, the school oval is out of bounds for the remainder of the 2019 school year. We also ask that visitors to
the school out of hours keep off the oval.
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS—SCHOOL FEES FOR 2020
At the School Council meeting on Monday 28th October,
the council reviewed school fees and the Parent Payment
Policy for 2020. I am pleased to announce that once again
there will be no change to school fees for 2020. A copy of
the Parent Payment Policy is available under the policies
tab on the Goornong PS website. A Summary of the fees
is outlined below.
Educational Supplies

$ 85

(Due at beginning of the school year)
Program Supplies

$ 100

(Due by the end of Term One)
Optional Items
(All camps, the whole-school excursion & events such as
Grade Six Graduation are user-pays items).
OTHER SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Also at the meeting on 28th October, Council reviewed
and approved an updated Sun Smart Policy and a new
Inclusion & Diversity Policy. A copy of both of these policies is now available on our school’s website.
The final meeting of our School Council for 2019 is on
Monday 18th November, beginning at 6.30pm.
(Principal’s Report continued over page).

Principal’s Report Continued
WORLD TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY
On Friday 25th October we celebrated World Teacher
Appreciation Day. We are very fortunate to have a team
of skilled, passionate and committed teachers who work
at our school and teach our students. Whether they be
our full-time classroom teachers or our part-time specialist teachers, they all care deeply about the students
and this helps to make Goornong PS such a positive environment for learning. I sincerely thank our team of
teachers for the enthusiasm and expertise that they
bring to our school on each and every school day!
LATE ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
A reminder that the first teaching session begins at 9am.
As such, we encourage students to arrive at least a few
minutes prior to 9am to allow enough time to put their
bags in their lockers and get organised for the day
ahead. Arriving before 9am also ensures that students
have an opportunity to read aloud to an adult some
mornings.

Quote of the week
“You learn more from failure than from success.
Don’t let it stop you. Failure builds character.”
- Unknown

Jason Cox
Principal
HIGH FIVES

What are the Child Safe Standards?
The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian
Government identified that more can be done in the
community to reduce and remove the risk of child
abuse. As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of
requirements (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian
schools need to meet.
The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that
require organisations working with children to implement strategies to prevent child abuse.
There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle
of Inclusion.
Our Commitment to Child Safety
Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety
and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will
be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child
abuse.
We are committed to providing a child safe environment
where children and young people are safe and feel
safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that
affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the
cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children and children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children
with a disability and children who are vulnerable.

A high five to Lindsay A’Vard who helped the
school to over sow the oval with a warm season grass last weekend. Thanks heaps for your
help with this project Lindsay!

Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has
a responsibility to understand the important and specific
role they play individually and collectively to ensure that
the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision
they make.

Returned and Services League Elmore Sub-Branch

Goornong Primary School has in place the following
policies and documents which outline approaches to
remove and/or reduce the risks of child abuse; and
our commitment to providing a child-safe environment.
 Child Safety Policy.
 Child Safe Code of Conduct.
 Staff Selection, Supervision & Management Policy.

Goornong Remembrance Day
Commemoration Ceremony
Monday 11th November, beginning at
10.30am
Goornong Soldiers’ Memorial Hall

 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy.
 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Environment.

A copy of all of these policies and further information
regarding the Child Safe Standards is available on our
school’s website.

GRADE PREP-TWO
We have had a very busy fortnight including our excursion to Kyabram Fauna Park and the swimming
program. A big thank you to Rachel and Janine for
helping us during our excursion. The students had a
fantastic day sharing lots of highlights on the trip
home.
In Writing, we have started information reports with
a focus on an animal that we saw during our excursion. Students have planned their projects and will
now move onto researching their chosen animal.
With our Preps now having a solid understanding of
their letters and sounds, we are moving our focus
onto blends and sight words, along with nightly
reading, Preps are encouraged to practice their sight
words each night to assist instant recognition.
Students have also been practising their handwriting, ensuring all letters are formed correctly
with consistency in size and placement depending
on if the letter is tall, short or has a tail. It has been
super exciting to see the progress all students have
made in with their handwriting.
In Maths, we have finished our work on location and
direction with our new topic of capacity and volume
being introduced next week. We have also continued working on addition using different strategies to
add numbers such as jump strategy, split strategy
and vertical addition.
Over the coming fortnight students will continue
their work on addition and will start to research
their chosen Australian animal.

Mary, Hunter, Marli and Charlie chilling with a Carpet Python.

GRADE THREE-SIX
This week the Grade Three-Sixes have continued
to work towards mastering their Reading Goal.
During Independent Reading time, the students
have the opportunity to read their reader to
practise the skill they want to get better at! I
have enjoyed talking to the students and listening
to them read during our weekly reading conferences. I can hear how hard many of the students
are working on achieving their goal!
In Writing, the students continued to focus on
writing a good quality narrative. Together we
have discussed features of a good narrative such
as a ‘snazzy’ start to hook the reader as well as
containing a beginning, middle and end. In addition, we talked about how including lots of detail
and descriptive language also makes a good quality and interesting narrative. The students have
also used their editing checklists to proofread
their story to ensure it makes sense and includes
good punctuation choices.
During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours are focusing on division. The students have worked on multiplication facts and related division facts as well
as using their knowledge of skip counting and the
times tables to solve a range of division problems.
The students have also experienced solving division problems with remainders.
The Grade Five-Sixes have also been learning
about strategies for multiplication and division.
The students have investigated efficient mental
strategies to solve multiplication and division,
such as known facts, nearby facts, doubling and
skip counting. The students have also investigated strategies to solve division with remainders
and have began to look at solving division word
problems.
The students have really enjoyed our swimming
program this week. Well done to all the students
who participated, it was wonderful to see the
students’ skills
and confidence
develop over the
week!

Grade Three-Six Bike Education Bike Ride
Last Tuesday marked the culmination of this year’s Bike Education Program with the annual Grade Three-Six Bike
Ride to the Muskerry Church. A big thank you to Sara, Mat, Mark and Joy who helped out on the day; and to Les
who provided us with a trailer and esky—your support ensures that we are able to offer this special opportunity to
our students! We also acknowledge the work of our qualified Bike Education instructor Mr D, who volunteers his
time each year to coordinate our school’s Bike Education Program—thanks heaps Mr D!
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