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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Tues 10th Dec. Orientation (Step-Up) Day 

   Little Learners Program, 9am—12.30pm 

   Grade Six Graduation Dinner, 6.15pm 

Term Four 

Tues 17th Dec. Raffle Books due back to the school 

Wed 18th Dec. Concert Rehearsal at Hall, 11.30-1.30 

   Christmas Concert, 6.15pm at Hall 

Thurs 19th Dec. Whole-School Excursion to Bendigo 

Fri 20th Dec.  Last of Term Four, 2.15pm dismissal 

2020 School Year 

Tues 28th Jan  Collect Supplies & Pay Part A of Fees 

   10am-12pm or 1pm-3pm 

Wed 29th Jan  First Day (Grade One—Six Students) 

Thurs 30th Jan Prep Students First Day 

2020 Term Dates 

Term One  Wed 29th Jan — Fri 27th Mar 

Term Two  Tues 14th Apr—Fri 26th June 

Term Three  Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term Four  Fri 5th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

Weekly Awards 

Awards are presented each week at the 3pm   

Friday assembly. Parents are welcome to attend! 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 Values Charlie A Marli O 

P-2 Literacy Harry M Brock K 

P-2 Maths Max M Lucy O 

3-6 Values Bree T Tom E & Natalie R 

3-6 Literacy Mitchell W Teagan F 

3-6 Maths Teagan F Luke P 

Principal’s Tess D & Amelia H Jesse C 

FOTS NEWS 

End-of-Year-Raffle 

Thank you to those families who have already sold and returned 

the money and tickets for the End-of-Year Raffle. A reminder 

that tickets and money need to be returned by 9am on Tuesday 

17th December. The raffle will be drawn at the Christmas Con-

cert on Wednesday 18th December. 

Goornong Primary School  

Christmas Concert 

This year’s Concert will be held on Wednesday 18th De-

cember, beginning at 6.15pm at the Goornong Memorial 

Hall. Students are required to arrive at 6.00pm. 

A reminder that the Concert is an alcohol-free event. 

CONCERT COSTUMES FOR STUDENTS 

Students will need to wear these items on the night of 

the Concert please: 

 Shoes (no thongs! Black footwear is preferred). 

 A plain or Christmas themed red, white or green shirt. 

 Navy blue or black shorts or pants. 

 A Christmas hat if you have one (not essential!) 

We invite all families and members of the Goornong           

community to attend. 

BBQ FOLLOWING THIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Following this year’s Christmas Concert we invite all par-

ents, students and members of our school community to 

the back lawn area of the Drover’s Arms Hotel for a BBQ 

and short gathering to celebrate the end of the school 

year. Sausages in bread, rissoles and soft drinks will be 

available for purchase. 

The School Council asks that families please respect our 

wish for this area to be alcohol-free during our gathering; 

and that all children are accompanied and supervised by 

their parent.  



How quickly the end of the school year is approaching. 

We now only have 10 days of school remaining in 2019! 

ORIENTATION DAY 

Orientation Day is this coming Tuesday 10th December. 

This is an important day in the school calendar as it pro-

vides a valuable opportunity for students to get used to 

new schools, new classrooms, new teachers and new 

peers. 

On this day, all students will ‘step up’ to their 2020 

Grade level. Our Little Learner’s will become Preps for 

the morning and our Grade Sixes will go to their second-

ary school. This year’s Grade Twos will ’step up’ to Grade 

Three and spend the day in the Grade Three-Six class-

room. 

For our Grade Six students intending to travel by bus to 

their secondary school on Orientation Day, please en-

sure you have returned the Application for Ad-hoc Travel 

form to me so that I can sort out a bus pass for the day. 

Please feel free to come and see me if you have any fur-

ther questions regarding Orientation Day. 

REHEARSAL FOR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

On Wednesday 18th December the students will be 

walking to The Hall at 11.30am to rehearse for the 

Christmas Concert. We will be returning to the school by 

1.30pm. A permission note is attached to today’s news-

letter. 

SCHOOL FEES FOR 2020 

At the School Council meeting on Monday 28th October, 

the council reviewed school fees and the Parent Pay-

ment Policy for 2020. I am pleased to announce that 

once again there will be no change to school fees for 

2020. A copy of the Parent Payment Policy is available 

under the policies tab on the Goornong PS website. A 

Summary of the fees is outlined below. 

Educational Supplies    $ 85 

(Due at beginning of the school year)   

Program Supplies     $ 100 

(Due by the end of Term One) 

Optional Items 

(All camps, the whole-school excursion & events such as 

Grade Six Graduation are user-pays items). 

2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

The first day of school  in 2020 for Grade One-Six stu-

dents is Wednesday 29th January. The Preps first day is 

Thursday 30th January. As has been the case in previous 

years, we ask that parents collect their child’s supplies  

Principal’s Report 
and pay the Educational Supplies portion of the fees on 

Tuesday 28th January. 

2020 CLASSROOM STRUCTURE 

Planning for the 2020 school year with regards to class-

rooms and teachers is now finalised. The classroom struc-

ture for 2020 will be the same as in 2019. 

Miss Mac will continue to be the Grade Prep-Two teacher 

and Art teacher. 

Mrs Patton will continue to teach in the Grade Three-Six 

learning space. She will be supported by Mr Tooley on 

Mondays and Tuesdays. The class will continue to be sep-

arated into groups for much of the week, including for 

most Literacy and Maths lessons; and the specialist sub-

jects, including MARC Library, Garden Science, STEM, Mu-

sic and Chinese. 

Team Goornong PS 2020 

 Jason Cox—Principal and Teacher. 

 Jane McAdam—Grade P-2 Teacher & Art Teacher. 

 Sheridan Patton—Grade 3-6 Teacher. 

 Steve Tooley—part-time specialist teacher. 

 Karren Jackman—Education Support. 

 Tearna Filbey—Education Support. 

 Tymika Weppner—Business Manager. 

 Felicity Johnson—Garden Science Program. 

 Sue Gentry—MARC Library Teacher. 

 To be confirmed—LOTE (Chinese) Teacher. 

 Jeanette Hayes—Music Teacher. 

 Fiona Ryan—Cleaner. 

 Les Varker—Groundskeeper. 

 Jason Carty—Bus Driver. 

MRS WICKHAM 

Many in our school community would be aware that Mrs 

Wickham has been on leave throughout 2019. Mrs Wick-

ham has notified the school that she will not be returning 

to work at Goornong PS. As such, I wish to take this op-

portunity to thank Mrs Wickham for her dedication to-

wards the education of the students of Goornong PS over 

a sustained period and, wish her all the best for the fu-

ture! 

Quote of the week 

“Don’t be afraid of change, because it’s leading you to a 

new beginning” 

- Joyce Meyer 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

 

 



HIGH FIVES 

A high five to Bree, Milla, Marli, Saanvi, 

Audrey, Lucy and Mary who volunteered to 

clean up some of the branches and twigs that 

had fallen down around the school grounds 

during the recent windy days. The girls gave up their 

playtime and lunchtime to do this job, showing great re-

spect for and pride in our school—thank you girls! 

 

What are the Child Safe Standards? 

The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian 

Government identified that more can be done in the 

community to reduce and remove the risk of child abuse. 

As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of require-

ments (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian schools 

need to meet. 

The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that re-

quire organisations working with children to implement 

strategies to prevent child abuse. 

There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle 

of Inclusion. 

 

Our Commitment to Child Safety 

Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety and 

wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be 

the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child 

abuse. 

We are committed to providing a child safe environment 

where children and young people are safe and feel safe, 

and their voices are heard about decisions that affect 

their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural 

safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a dis-

ability and children who are vulnerable. 

Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has 

a responsibility to understand the important and specific 

role they play individually and collectively to ensure that 

the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people 

is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they 

make. 

Goornong Primary School has in place the following poli-

cies and documents which outline approaches to re-

move and/or reduce the risks of child abuse; and 

our commitment to providing a child-safe environment. 

 Child Safety Policy. 

 Child Safe Code of Conduct. 

 Staff Selection, Supervision  & Management Policy. 

 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy. 

 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Envi-

ronment. 

A copy of all of these policies and further information 

regarding the Child Safe Standards is available on our 

school’s website. 

WHOLE-SCHOOL EXCURSION TO BENDIGO 

This year’s Whole-School Excursion is to Bendigo on 

Thursday 19th December. We will be departing the 

school at 10.00am and heading to the Bendigo East 

Swimming Pool where we will be doing some fun 

swimming activities and eating lunch before heading 

to the playground at Eaglehawk. Our Whole-School 

Excursion is always a nice way to celebrate the com-

pletion of a busy and successful year for all students 

and staff. A permission form for this excursion accom-

panies today’s newsletter. 

Approximate Timetable for the Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will need a backpack with their bathers, 

rashy, towel, hats, drink bottle, snacks, fruit and lunch. 

We will take a cool esky for students to store their 

lunch boxes if they so wish! Please note that students 

are required to wear school uniform on this day (no 

thongs please) and must have a sunsmart wide-

brimmed hat and a rashy (which covers shoulders and 

stomach) for sun protection when swimming.             

The cost of this excursion is $15 per student and we 

ask that parents please make this payment prior to the 

date of the excursion. 

10.00am  

10.30am  

12.30pm 

1.30pm 

1.45pm        

2.40pm 

3.10pm 

Depart Goornong PS 

Arrive at Bendigo East Pool 

Hop out of pool and eat lunch. 

Depart from Bendigo East Pool. 

Arrive at Eaglehawk Playground. 

Depart Eaglehawk Playground 

Arrive back at Goornong PS. 



Community News 

With Christmas just around the corner we 
would like to take this opportunity to sin-
cerely thank you all for your support and 

business over the past year and look  
forward to another good year for all of us. 

 

We will be closing on Thursday 19th  
December 

And reopening on Monday,6 January, 2020 
 

We wish you all a Safe and Happy  
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.  



GRADE PREP-TWO  

With the Christmas concert only a week and a half 

away, the students (and their teacher) have been 

excited to practise our concert songs this week.  I 

must say they have been doing an amazing job and I 

am super excited to see it performed up on the 

stage.  

In our reading block, we have been reviewing books 

and movies using a 5 star rating, stating our reasons 

why we did or didn't enjoy the book/movie and 

making recommendations as to who the book/

movie would best suit.  In Writing, we have started 

looking at poems, with students using their adjec-

tive knowledge to create some fantastic acrostic po-

ems using their names.   

In Mathematics, we have finished our work on 

measurements and celebrated all our learning by 

creating  snakes and ladders games, using our 

knowledge of ‘longest’, ‘shortest’ and ‘same’ to col-

our our snakes and ladders according to given guide 

lines. This week we have started to explore the con-

cept of fractions. Students created some awesome 

posters, where they were able to cut shapes to  

represent fractions and label them accordingly.  

In Art this week students were excited to use paper 

to create a three-dimensional sculpture using fold-

ing and cutting techniques to create patterns and 

texture.  

Over the coming fortnight students will continue to 

work on fractions in math and participate in a range 

of Christmas themed quick writing experiences.  

 

Brock, Max, Milla, Ted and Lucy playing snakes and ladders 

GRADE THREE-SIX 

This week the Grade Three-Sixes have continued 
to learn about ‘text features’. We have been fo-
cusing on non fiction texts, analysing the fea-
tures and identifying their purpose. The students 
learnt how to use the features to help navigate 
their way through a non fiction text. The stu-
dents completed the unit of work by working with 
a partner to create a poster about specific fea-
tures to demonstrate their knowledge and help 
others learn. We have also discussed features 
found in a fiction text and constructed a Venn 
diagram to see the similarities and differences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Writing, the students have written a piece ti-
tled ‘My Perfect Day’. Before beginning their 
writing, the students discussed this topic in small 
groups as part of our news groups. The students 
were required to focus on including detail and 
making good punctuation choices. The students 
also had the opportunity to sit with a partner and   
work on the editing process together. This gave 
the students a great opportunity to give each 
other constructive feedback.   

During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours are focus-
ing on fractions. The students have learnt how to 
identify and represent various fractions of a 
shape or a group. They have also began to investi-
gate equivalent fractions and ordering fractions 
on a number line.     

In Maths the Grade Five-Sixes have been prac-
tising strategies to solve multiplication problems 
involving larger numbers in Maths. The students 
have practised solving problems involving two– 
and three– digit numbers using the ‘short’ multi-
plication strategy and also the ‘area’ method. 

  

Teagan and Indi worked really productively together to create a fantastic 

poster about several text features.  


