26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557
Tel: 5432 2236 Email: goornong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Website: www.goornongps.vic.edu.au
Friday 13th March, 2020
Issue 4

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.
Please note that the school newsletter is uploaded to the school’s website. Copies of past newsletters are also available!

Dates to Remember
Next Week
Mon 16th Mar.
Thur 19th Mar.
Fri 20th Mar.
Term One
Mon 16th Mar.
Fri 20th Mar.
Thurs 26th Mar.
Fri 27th Mar.

Gr 6 Leaders Badge Presentation, 9am
School Council AGM and Meeting, 7pm
FOTS Meeting after school, 3.30pm
Gr 6 Leadership Excursion to Melbourne
MARC Library (no borrowing on this day)
School Council AGM and Meeting
Gr 6 Leadership Excursion to Melbourne
MARC Library (no borrowing on this day)
Playgroup, 10.00am—11.30am
Last day of Term One, 2.15pm dismissal

Goornong Playgroup
The first playgroup session for 2020 will be held
on

Thursday 26th March
at the school, from 10.00am—11.30am.

Term One

Wed 29th Jan — Fri 27th Mar

We invite all members of the Goornong community with
young children to please come along and meet other people in the area who have young children; and also use
some of your local school’s facilities.

Term Two

Tues 14th Apr—Fri 26th June

Morning tea will be provided for both parents and children.

Term Three

Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept

We hope to see you there!

Term Four

Fri 5th Oct—Fri 18th Dec

2020 Term Dates

Friends of the School NEWS
“Friends of the School” (FOTS) is a fun, inclusive, welcoming
group that fund raise and help organise events for the Goornong
Primary school.
This year we are aiming to raise funds to help make our outdoor
learning space a reality.
Many hands make light work, and as we have lost several of parents as their children have moved on to high school, we are looking for new members!

Please contact the school on 5432 2236 if you require any
further details.

Weekly Awards
Awards are presented each week at the Friday afternoon
assembly, beginning at 3pm. We invite parents to come along!
Award

This Week

Last Week

P-2 Values

Hunter & Amy

—

Please come along to an informal catch up after school on Thursday 19th March to meet everyone, find out what we do and what it
is all about. A light afternoon tea will be provided.

P-2 Literacy

Eddie

—

It is a great way to get involved and meet new people. (and it
really is easy and not too demanding on anyone's time if we all
pitch in just a little bit!) one day a year helps!

P-2 Maths

Emilie

—

3-6 Values

Charlie A

—

If you are unable to attend, there is a FOTS sign up sheet located
on the Front desk at school, alternatively you can text your
interest to Nadia on 0491 076 378 and we will add you to our
correspondence so you can join us and stay in the loop.

3-6 Literacy

Savannah

—

3-6 Maths

Savannah

—

Hope to see you there!

Principal’s

Emilie

—

Principal’s Report
SCHOOL REVIEW
A big thank you to the parents who participated in the
Parent Feedback Forum last Thursday. As principal, it was
wonderful to be able to dedicate some time to listen and
reflect on aspects of our school through the lens of our
parent community.
For those parents who were unable to attend, the focus
of the forum was on parent engagement in learning and
communication between home and school. Our discussions centred around the things that our school currently
does well in to engage parents in the school and in their
child’s learning; and the things that the school could improve on to better support parent engagement. We also
discussed communication between home and school and
it was great to hear lots of positive feedback regarding
how the school communicates with parents.
I also wish to thank those parents that have taken the
time to complete the online survey which was sent via
UEducateUs. This survey will close this coming Sunday
evening so there is still time to complete it if you so wish.
A reminder that every four years, all Government schools
go through a school review process to evaluate how
effective they have been in achieving the goals set out in
their Strategic Plan. The next school review process for
Goornong PS will take place in Term 2 this year. Feedback
from the Parent Forum and online survey will form part
of our school’s Self Evaluation in preparation for next
term’s review.
PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT CONFERENCES
Thank you to those parents (and students) who were able
to attend a Parent-Teacher-Student Conference this
week. It was a pleasure for the teachers to have the conversation with parents about the successes, challenges
and progress of the students.
It does appear as though there may have been some
technical issues with the UEducateUs online booking system for the Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences. We
apologise for any inconvenience caused and are working
with UEducateUs to prevent these issues in the future.
Each year we offer formal Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences in Term One and again towards the end of Term
Two. However, parents are encouraged to make an appointment to talk to their child’s teacher at any time
should they have any questions or concerns. We find that
by communicating and working together when issues
arise we are able to achieve the best result for the child.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP EXCURSION
A reminder for our Grade Six parents that the Grade 6
Leadership Excursion to Melbourne is this coming Friday
20th March. Please note that permission forms for this
excursion are via the uEducateUs system. A reminder
also that the cost of the excursion is $55. We ask that
parents please arrange payment prior to the day of the
excursion. Thank you.
SCHOOL TIMETABLE
I have had some parents ask about the school timetable
and which day certain subjects take place. A typical day
at Goornong PS is as follows:
8.30am—9.00am

Arrive at school, get organised for
the day and morning reading

9.00am—11.00am

First Teaching Session
(Usually Literacy)

11.00am—11.30am

Recess

11.30am—12.30pm

Second Teaching Session
(Usually Maths)

12.30pm—1.30pm

Third Teaching Session

1.30pm—1.40pm

Lunch (Eaten inside)

1.40pm—2.15pm

Lunch Play

2.15pm 3.15pm

Final Teaching Session

Specialist Days

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths)
is on a Tuesday with Mr Tooley.

Chinese is on a Tuesday with Chunjing Zhang,

Music is Thursdays with Ms Hayes.

The P-2s have PE on Mondays.

The 3-6s have PE on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Cooking/Gardening with Mrs Johnson is on
Fridays.

MARC Library with Mrs G is every second Friday.
MORNING READING
It has been fabulous to have many parents coming into
the Grade Prep-Two classroom between 8.30am—
9.00am to help with morning reading. This support is
greatly appreciated by the teachers and is certainly a
special aspect of our school that is valued by the students.
We would love to have more parents coming into the
Grade Three-Six classroom to assist with morning reading. If you have a child in Grade 3-6 and are available, we
would love to see you between 8.30am—9.00am!
(Principal’s Report continued over page).

Principal’s Report Continued
2020 SCHOOL CAMPS—EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
School camps provide a wonderful opportunity for
students to gain new experiences, as well as building
resilience and teamwork. Our school combines with
schools from the Campaspe Small Schools Cluster for all
camps. This gives our students the opportunity to meet
and make friends with students from other schools. The
following camps will be offered in 2020.
Grade Three-Four Camp
Destination:

Camp Curumbene, Corop

Dates:

Wed 12th—Fri 14th August

Approx. Cost:

$240

Grade Five-Six Camp
Destination:

Burnside Camp, Anglesea

Dates:

Tues 1st—Fri 4th December

Approx. Cost:

$440—$480

Please note that these are approximate costs for a student to attend the camps. The final cost will be confirmed
closer to the date of the camp. An Expression of Interest
Form accompanies today’s newsletter for each of the
above camps. We ask that our Grade 3-4 and Grade 5-6
families complete these and return to the school prior to
the end of Term One so that we have an idea as to the
numbers attending. Thank you.
GOOD HEALTH HYGIENE AT SCHOOL
Good health hygiene is important at all times and particularly at present with all that is happening in the world.
Everyone can help protect against infections by practising
good hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene. At Goornong
PS, we teach the students about good hygiene practices,
such as:



Covering your mouth and nose when coughing and
sneezing by coughing into your elbow, rather than
covering your mouth with your hands.



Washing your hands regularly, after using the toilet,
and before eating.

We encourage parents to help too by reinforcing good
hygiene practices at home and teaching their child how
to wash their hands properly.
Jason Cox
Principal

GRADE PREP-TWO
During Literacy, the Preps have continued practising
both identifying letters and phonics. This will be our
main focus till the end of the term 1. We will be looking at identifying all letters in the alphabet both capital
and lowercase and the letters sounds for S, A, T, P, I, N
and then once mastered moving onto C, K, E, H, R, M, D.
By focusing on these specific skills it will give our Preps
the best start for term 2 when we begin using these
skills in our reading. Grade 1/2s have loved starting
their unit on summarising and have been working independently and in pairs to read a text, identify the who,
when, where, what, how and why. They have then used
their collected information to write or verbally give really great summaries focusing on the important details.
(some students have taken home prompt cards this
week to practise at home.
In Writing, We have started our unit on narrative and
WOWSA…. We have been working on creating an introduction that hooks in the reader and I can excitedly say
that after hearing students share their work with the
class, we are all excited to see where every ones stories
lead to. Preps will be focusing on identifying and forming their letters using correct starting position and direction and writing some simple sentences using the letter
sounds S, A, T, P, I, N such as pat, sat. We have also discussed that sentences need a capital letter and full stop.
In Maths, we have been focusing on number. Preps are
engaged in all things 0-10 and will start teen numbers
next week. Grade 1/2 have been focusing on skip
counting by 2’s forwards, backwards, from 0 and from
random numbers. They have created some fantastic
mazes to take home and challenge their families.

Max, Lola, Rebecca, Hunter, Mary, Marli, Mayla, Tyler, Amy,
Lexi, Marli amd Emilie, playing with the dress ups in Music
with Ms Mac.

GRADE THREE-SIX
In Reading over the last fortnight, the Grade
Three-Sixes have focused on predicting. We have
begun to read ‘Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator’ as our class novel. The students made predictions before we read based on viewing the front
cover of the text. The students used their detective skills to look on the cover for clues in the
title and illustrations. We will continue to make
predictions as we read. The students continue to
work on their Reading Goals. I encourage the students to spend 10 minutes reading before bed to
practise their skills.
In Writing, the students continue to write their
narratives. They are using their planners to help
them include all the necessary parts of the plot
structure to ensure an interesting and exciting
story. Many of the students are up to editing and
beginning to publish their story on the computer!
During Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have began
to learn about length. They have practised measuring various objects in millimetres, centimetres
and metres. The students have ordered objects
based on longest to shortest and have experienced measuring both the length and width. The
students are able to convert millimetres to centimetres and centimetres to metres! We are currently working on how to calculate the difference
between the smallest and tallest or longest and
shortest.
In Maths the Grade Five-Sixes had lots of fun
investigating the properties of numbers; and they
have produced some excellent work as well! The
students have learnt about prime numbers
(numbers that have only two factors), composite
numbers (numbers that have more than two factors), square numbers (numbers that can represented in a square array) and even triangular
numbers (such as 1, 3, 6, 10 etc). The students
have also investigated the different ways that
equations can be used to represent these numbers, such as square numbers can be represented
using index notation (eg: 3x3=3²).
A huge ‘WELL DONE’ to the students who participated in our Cluster Swimming Carnival last
Friday. We had a great day and the
students displayed such respectful
behaviour.

Community News
DROVERS ARMS RAFFLE

We are seeking volunteers to help run a raffle at the Drovers Arms Hotel on the first Friday of each month.
Each raffle’s prizes have been partly donated by Brian & Nid at the Drovers Arms, which means majority of the
money raised on the night is profit to Goornong Primary School.
A roster has been developed to ensure we get the best results for 2020. The raffle is drawn at approximately
8pm and we are asking our volunteers to begin selling the tickets from about 6pm.
If you are able to help, please write your name on the roster at the office. The roster has been copied below
for your reference.
Please contact Tymika if you have any questions.
RE Sessions
Axedale Quick Shear
Joy Whately

RE will be commencing on Monday,
16th March at the Meeting Room in
the Goornong Memorial Hall.
Time: 3.30 - 4.00 pm

Thank you
Judith Mann.

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM
It’s hard to believe that there is only three weeks to go until the
Autumn break! The Y has lots of great activities planned for our
Autumn School Holiday Program. I have attached our Bendigo &
Kangaroo Flat Flyers for your information.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about any
of our YMCA Programs.

Julie Bowe
Area Manager - Children's Programs – Bendigo Region
M: 0418 503 413 E: julie.bowe@ymca.org.au

SWIMMING SPORTS

