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Friday 22nd May, 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS REGARDING RETURN TO SCHOOL 

 

As was communicated last week, The Victorian Government has outlined a staged response to 

face-to-face learning as follows: 

 Monday 25th May:  Student-Free Day (no students attend school). 

 Tuesday 26th May: Grade P-2 students return to school. 

 Tuesday 9th June:  Grade 3-6 students return to school. 

*Students in Grade 3-6 will continue with remote learning until their return to school on 9th June. 

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform our school community of arrangements for when school 

returns based on the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer. The key points are below. 

 Students and staff must stay at home if unwell. Where a student becomes unwell during the 

school day, they will be isolated from the other students and parents contacted to come and 

collect their unwell child. The symptoms of the coronavirus include cold and flu-like symptoms 

such as fever, breathing difficulties, cough, sore throat, runny nose, fatigue or tiredness. 

 We will continue to encourage good hygiene practices (coughing or sneezing into elbow and 

washing hands regularly, on arrival at school, after using the toilet and before eating). 

 Hand sanitiser will be available around the school and in classrooms and students will be 

encouraged to use it regularly. 

 The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue 

density rule’ of no more than one person per four square metres is not appropriate or practical 

in classrooms or the school environment, nor maintaining 1.5 metres between students during 

classroom activities. 

 All students in the year levels returning to on-site schooling are expected to attend school. 

Schools are not expected to provide home learning activities where parents elect to keep their 

child at home, except where this is based on medical advice. 

 Social distancing is encouraged amongst adults. Staff and parents should adhere to the 1.5m 

requirement where possible. 

 Visitors inside the school building will be limited to students, staff and necessary contractors 

only (this means that unfortunately parents will not be able to enter the school buildings unless 

it is absolutely essential). Parents should phone the school prior to entering the building. 
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 Parents are still able to contact their child’s teacher should they need to. However, teachers will 

not be able to meet with parents on-site unless it is absolutely essential. As such, these 

communications will need to take place via phone or Webex. 

 Parents are asked not to congregate at drop-off and pick-up times and to practice social 

distancing. 

 To separate students during drop-off and pick-up, the following arrangements are in place: 

- The Grade P-2s are asked to enter/exit the school building via the external door that 

accesses directly to their classroom. 

- The Grade 3-6s are asked to use the entrance near the reception desk when 

entering/exiting. 

 The school playground equipment will be cleaned each afternoon and as such will be able to 

be used. 

 The bubble taps will be unavailable. Students will need to bring their own drink bottle to school 

each day. 

 There will be no excursions, camps or assemblies for the remainder of Term 2. Term 3 is TBC. 

 Extra cleaning arrangements for the school have been arranged. The school will be thoroughly 

cleaned during the school day and again in the evening with a focus on disinfecting high touch 

areas. 

 Staggered start and finish times will not be necessary at Goornong PS due to the small size of 

our school. Our school day will start at 9am and finish at 3.15pm for all students. 

 For bus travellers, the school bus will continue to run as normal, with bus stop times the same 

as they were in Term 1. As per the Chief Health Officer’s advice, there is no requirement for 

social distancing amongst students when travelling on the school bus. 

 As has been the case right throughout this situation, our school will continue to follow advice 

from the Department of Education and Training in accordance with guidelines issued by the 

Department of Health and Human Services and other health authorities. We are monitoring 

regular updates from the Department of Education and Training and will respond quickly and 

appropriately if the need arises. The safety of our school community is paramount. 

 

Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have any questions or require any clarification 

around aspects of the return to school. Thank you for your continued support and patience during 

this time. We look forward to welcoming our students back to the classroom. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Jason Cox 

Principal 


