
 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 

Tel: 5432 2236 Email: goornong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Website: www.goornongps.vic.edu.au 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Please note that the school newsletter is uploaded to the school’s website. Copies of past newsletters are also available! 

Weekly Awards 

Congratulations to our award winners for the 
past two weeks. The students have been pre-

sented with their awards in class. 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 Literacy Lizzy N Amy O 

P-2 Maths Hunter R Lola A 

P-2 Values Marli O Mayla p 

3-6 Literacy Jesse C Bailey A 

3-6 Maths Indianna A & Tom E Charlie A 

Principals Mitchell W & Milla P Lola A & Jaxson R 

Dates to Remember 
Term Three 

Mon 17th Aug School Council Meeting 

Mon 14th Sept School Council Meeting 

Tues 25th Aug Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Wed 26th Aug Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Tues 1st Sept Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Thurs 3rd Sept Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Fri 18th Sept Last day of Term 3, 2.15pm dismissal 

2020 Term Dates 

Term One  Wed 29th Jan — Fri 27th Mar 

Term Two  Tues 14th Apr—Fri 26th June 

Term Three  Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term Four  Fri 5th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

Friday 24th July, 2020 

Issue 12 

Remote Learning 

Parent Survey 

Dear Parents, 

Our school is interested in your 

thoughts regarding the remote 

learning period in Term 2. We 

would appreciate you taking a 

couple of minutes to complete an 

online survey which is available 

via this link  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

WKNB85P 

The link to the survey is also 

available within the notifications 

tab on UEducateUs. 

We thank you for taking the time 

to complete the survey. 

Welcome Melissa 

We welcome our new Business Manager, Melissa 

Payne, to the Goornong PS staff team. Melissa has 

already made a positive impression on students, par-

ents and staff over the first two weeks of term. A re-

minder that Melissa will be working on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WKNB85P
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WKNB85P


WELCOME TO TERM THREE! 

It was a pleasure to welcome the students back to school 

last week following the school holiday period. We are 

looking forward to having a full term of on-site learning 

(fingers crossed!) this term and getting everyone back 

into the normal school routine. 

NEW FOOTPATH AND KERB 

If you have been at the school over the past two weeks 

you would have noticed the new footpaths running along 

the school boundary on Grant and Langdon Streets; and 

the new kerb on Langdon Street. Bendigo Council have 

concluded these works. As such, the main entrance on 

Grant Street is now able to be used and the bus stop will 

return to its usual spot on Langdon Street. If possible, it 

would be best if parents and students could endeavour to 

keep off the new nature strip areas as much as possible. 

This will give seeded topsoil and rollout turf the best op-

portunity to establish. 

SCHOOL REVIEW 

As was outlined in the newsletter earlier on this year, our 

school is undergoing a review in 2020. All Government 

schools go through a school review process every four 

years to evaluate how effective they have been in achiev-

ing the goals set out in their Strategic Plan; and to devel-

op goals for the coming four years. 

As part of the review process, our school has completed a 

Self Evaluation over the first half of this year. This in-

volved getting feedback from a range of stakeholders in-

cluding students, parents and school staff. 

The next stage of the review process will take place in a 

few weeks time, when an educational consultant and 

other leaders in education visit our school to further in-

vestigate our achievements and areas for improvement. 

Our entire staff team is excited about going through the 

review process and we are looking forward to sharing 

with our school community the findings at the conclusion 

of the review process. 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Parent-Techer Interviews are usually held midway 

through Term 3. This year, they will be held towards the 

end of Term 3. This is to allow enough time following the 

remote learning period for student assessments to be 

completed and a solid chunk of classroom learning to 

have taken place prior to the interviews.  Further details 

will be provided in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 

Principal’s Report Of course, parents are welcome to contact the school at 

any time should the need arrive. 

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

It has been great to see students arriving at school in a 

timely manner over the first few weeks of term. A re-

minder that we are hoping that students are able to ar-

rive by 9am, so that they don’t miss the beginning of the 

morning lesson. If possible, it is in students’ best inter-

ests to arrive well before 9am (but not prior to 8.30am) 

as this allows extra time to get organised for the day and 

for students in the junior classroom to read to an adult. 

ABSENCES 

It is important that parents notify the school when their 

child is absent. This ensures that teachers are able to 

code the absence accurately in terms of the reason for 

the absence when marking the roll. The preferred way 

for parents to notify the school of an absence is via their 

uEducateUs portal. Alternatively, parents may contact 

the school by phone. Please note that the school is not 

able to accept verbal messages from siblings of absent 

students. 

To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the 

Education Department, each morning, our teachers mark 

the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs 

system. The system automatically generates a notifica-

tion that is sent to parents where a student is marked as 

an unexplained absence. 

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

The Education Department’s motto is that Every Day 

Counts, as there is strong link between consistent at-

tendance at school and a child’s social and academic de-

velopment. 

We understand that there are times when students need 

to miss school, such as when they’re ill. This is particular-

ly relevant given the current climate. 

Attendance patterns are established early—a child regu-

larly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of 

school creates habits which can be very difficult to break. 

At our school, we encourage parents to return an absent 

note or contact their child’s teacher when an absence 

occurs. 

We also encourage parents to meet with their child’s 

teacher if they are having attendance issues so we can 

work together to get your child to school each day. 

Principal’s Report continued over page. 



GRADE 3-6 CLASSROOM ARRANGEMENTS—TERM 3 

Welcome back to Mrs Patton who has returned to the 

Grade 3-6 classroom after taking leave at the end of Term 

2! 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

At the school council meeting held on Monday 20th July 

updated Care of Ill Students and First Aid policies were 

reviewed and approved as part of the school’s three-year 

policy review cycle. A copy of all school policies is availa-

ble on the school website. 

Also at this meeting, the final copy of the school’s Self 

Evaluation Report in readiness for the upcoming school 

review was presented. 

The next meeting of our school council will be on Monday 

17th August, beginning at 7.00pm. Finance Committee 

will meet at 6.45pm. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Over the first few weeks of Term Three the staff have 

noticed that some students are presenting at school in 

breach of our Uniform Policy. We understand that new 

families may not be aware of the arrangements in the 

Uniform Policy which apply to hair, jewellery and cos-

metics. As such, we wish to draw parents’ attention to 

the following points: 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, plus 

watches are the only acceptable jewellery. These may 

be asked to be removed during some physical educa-

tion activities for safety reasons. 

 Shoulder length hair or longer needs to be tied back. 

This is particularly important for student’s safety and 

also to minimise the risk of head lice. 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may not be 

worn at school. 

The Uniform Policy is in place to ensure that there is 

equality amongst students, to promote a positive image 

for our school; and for safety reasons. We ask that par-

ents please consider the above points. 

FEES STATEMENTS 

Statements have been attached to today’s newsletter for 

any parents who still have any amount of their school 

fees owing. We now ask that parents make arrangements 

to finalise payment of school fees for 2020. 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 2021 ENROLMENTS 

The school is now taking enrolment for the 2021 school 

year. This includes for students beginning Prep in 2021. 

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions as a result of the 

coronavirus pandemic we have not been able to hold our 

Parent Information Night, which usually takes place 

around this time of year. Instead, we are asking prospec-

tive parents to contact the school directly if they are con-

sidering enrolling their child at our school. 

I ask our current families to share this information 

should they know any prospective parents in our com-

munity. 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

What are the Child Safe Standards? 

The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian Government iden-

tified that more can be done in the community to reduce and remove the 

risk of child abuse. As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of re-

quirements (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian schools need to meet. 

The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that require organisa-

tions working with children to implement strategies to prevent child 

abuse. 

There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle of Inclusion. 

 Our Commitment to Child Safety 

Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all 

children and young people. This will be the primary focus of our care and 

decision-making. 

Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 

We are committed to providing a child safe environment where children 

and young people are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard 

about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to 

the cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 

children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, as well 

as the safety of children with a disability and children who are vulnera-

ble. 

Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has a responsibility 

to understand the important and specific role they play individually and 

collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and 

young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision they 

make. 

Goornong Primary School has in place the following policies and docu-

ments which outline approaches to remove and/or reduce the risks of 

child abuse; and our commitment to providing a child-safe environment. 

 Child Safety Policy. 

 Child Safe Code of Conduct. 

 Staff Selection, Supervision  & Management Policy. 

 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy. 

 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Environment. 

A copy of all of these policies and further information regarding the Child 

Safe Standards is available on our school’s website. 



The Elmore & District Machinery Field Days 

Committee have made the difficult decision to 

cancel the 2020 Elmore Field Days which was 

due to take place in October 2020. Due to the 

continuing coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 

and the restrictions and conditions around run-

ning events the committee feel this decision is 

in the best interest of public health and safety 

for all exhibitors, volunteers and attendees. 

The Committee left the decision to cancel as 

late as possible with the hope that the COVID-

19 situation might have eased, but due to the 

government restrictions, uncertainty around 

running events and the current outbreaks the 

decision was clear. 

Community News 

FAMILY DAY CARE PROVIDERS IN 

GOORNONG 

There are now two Family Day Care providers in 

Goornong. Both currently have vacancies, includ-

ing for school-aged children before and after 

school. Please feel free to contact Karrie or Danni 

to find out more about the services they can pro-

vide. 

 

 

 

 

 

Karrie McNamara Ph: 0418 370 478 

 

Danni Robertson Ph: 0417 523 968 

 



GRADE PREP-TWO 

A big thank you to our wonderful integration aide, Kar-
ren, who made puppets for our class. The students have 
loved reading to the puppets and using them for speak-
ing and listening activities. 

 

With all the changes to our usual routines and schooling 

this year, it has been fantastic to see the students all 

settled back successfully into the school routine. Now is 

a great time to ensure strong home routines are being 

created in regards to ensuring your child is practising 

reading and sight words most nights. 

During Literacy, we have been looking at making con-

nections when reading. This involves reading a text and 

making connections to things it reminds us of in our life 

(text-to-self), in another book (text-to-text) and in the 

media or world around us (text-to-world).  

In Writing, we have been practising forming our letters 

of a consistent size and placement on the line.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on addition. We have 

been getting quicker with our instant recall of number 

facts and using number lines, objects and pictures to 

support our learning.  

Over the coming fortnight  we will start our unit of ex-

ploring persuasive writing. In Maths, students will be 

continuing their work on addition and will start to inves-

tigate money. 

GRADE THREE-SIX 

In Reading, the students learnt about how to use 
’visualising’ as a strategy when reading. The stu-
dents participated in activities to practise visual-
ising characters or the setting from their text as 
they read.  This week, we have focused on identi-
fying the ’author’s purpose’. We learnt that there 
are three main reasons why an text is written:  

‘To Persuade, Inform or Entertain!’ 

The students enjoyed reading a variety of books 
and deciding what the author’s purpose may be. 
The students used clues from the text to help 
their decision and some were even able to extend 
their thinking to make connections with the text.  

The students also have reading goals to work on 
particular skills. It would be great to see more 
grade 3-6 students reading at home to assist 
their individual development.         

In Writing, the students spent the first week of 
term finishing off persuasive pieces from term 2. 
This term, the students have begun to focus on 
procedural writing and information reports. To-
gether, we have learnt about the structure of 
both writing genres and will investigate more 
about the language features next week.  I have 
encouraged the students to start thinking of pos-
sible topics they would like to investigate and 
write a set of instructions on.  

In Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have began to 
learn about Multiplication and Division. We have 
been learning different strategies to solve multi-
plication facts such as arrays, repeated addition, 
and skip counting. The students also learnt how to 
use an array to write a related division facts.  

In Maths the Grade Five-Sixes have been learn-
ing about plotting grid coordinates on a Cartesian 
plane. The students have learnt about the x and y 
axis and how to use these to plot pairs of num-
bers on the plane. The Cartesian plane includes 
both positive and negative numbers; and the stu-
dents have enjoyed using these to solve a range 
of problems, including creating their own symmet-
rical coordinate pictures for others to solve.  

  

 

 

Students using 

our giant 

number lines 

to   jump out 

addition sums.  



COVID-19 MANAGEMENT AT SCHOOL 

Given the recent spike in coronavirus cases 

Victoria, it is timely to remind parents of the fol-

lowing important points regarding how any po-

tential Covid-19 cases would be managed in 

the school context. 

The Department of Education and Training 

(DET) has comprehensive procedures in place 

with the Department of Health and Human Ser-

vices to manage suspected or confirmed cases 

of coronavirus (COVID-19) in schools. 

The school will contact the Department of 

Health and Human Services and notify the 

DET central office to activate the established 

procedures if a student or staff member: 

– is a confirmed case. 

– has been in close contact with a confirmed 

case. 

DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who 

has either: 

 had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face con-

tact with a confirmed case of coronavirus 

(COVID-19). 

 shared a closed space for more than two 

hours with someone who is a confirmed 

case. 

Anyone who is, or who has come into contact 

with, a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-

19) is required to self-quarantine for a period of 

14 days. 

All unwell staff and students must stay home. 

Staff or students experiencing compatible 

symptoms with coronavirus (COVID-19) (fever, 

cough or sore throat) whilst at school will be 

isolated in an appropriate space with suitable 

supervision and their parent/carer contacted to 

come and collect them as soon as possible. 

 

STUDENT ILLNESS 

A reminder that unwell students must not attend 

school, regardless of whether their symptoms 

are compatible with Covid-19 or not. Students 

who are unwell must not return to school until 

their symptoms have ceased. If students begin 

to feel ill whilst at school we will contact their 

parents and ask that the child be collected as 

soon as possible. We continue to encourage 

parents to seek the advice of their medical prac-

titioner should their child display any symptoms 

compatible with Covid-19. 

We draw parents’ attention to the Australian 

Government Health Department website which 

has the following information regarding Covid-

19 symptoms: 

We thank everyone in our school community for 

their vigilance and support in helping to keep 

our students and staff safe and healthy. It con-

tinues to be important that our community re-

mains attentive to this throughout the duration 

of Term Three. 

 

Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild ill-

ness to pneumonia. Some people will recover easi-

ly, and others may get very sick very quickly. Peo-

ple with coronavirus may experience symptoms 

such as: 

 Fever 

 respiratory symptoms such as coughing, sore 

throat and/or shortness of breath. 

Other symptoms can include runny nose, head-

ache, muscle or joint pains, nausea, diarrhoea, 

vomiting, loss of sense of smell, altered sense of 

taste, loss of appetite and fatigue. 

To stop the spread of COVID-19 people with even 

mild symptoms of respiratory infection should get 

tested. 

Source: www.health.gov.au 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19#how-to-get-tested
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19#how-to-get-tested

