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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.

Dates to Remember
Next Week
Mon 16th Nov
Tues 17th Nov
Wed 18th Nov
Fri 20th Nov
Term Four
Tues 24th Nov

Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
School Council Meeting
Little Learners Session Two
Cluster Summer Sports, Gr 3-6.
Student-Free Day

Fri 11th Dec
Fri 18th Dec

Tabloid Sports Carnival at school
Little Learners Session Three
Grade Prep-Two Sleepover at School
MARC Library
Grade 6 Graduation
Little Learners Session Four
State-wide Orientation (Step-Up) Day
Little Learners, 9.00am—12.00pm
MARC Library
Last day of Term 4, 2.15pm dismissal

2021 Term Dates
Term One
Term Two
Term Three
Term Four

Thurs 28th Jan—Thurs 1st April
Mon 19th April—Fri 25th June
Mon 12th July—Fri 17th Sept
Mon 4th Oct—Fri 17th Dec

Fri 27th Nov
Tues 1st Dec
Tues 8th Dec

Weekly Awards

Congratulations to our award winners.
Award
P-2
Literacy
P-2
Maths
P-2
Values
3-6
Literacy
3-6
Maths
3-6
Values
Principal
Award

This Week

Last Week

Eddie S

Max M

Emilie J

Olivia M

Mayla P

Amy O

Cooper S

Harry M

Jaxson R

Tom E

Audrey A

Tom E

Jordan V &
Hunter R

Harry M & Indi A

Principal’s Report
STUDENT-FREE DAY
A reminder that this coming Friday 20th November is a
Student-Free Day. The teachers will be using this day to
begin writing the students end-of-year reports.

sion of the Christmas Concert which families can enjoy at
their leisure and in the comfort of their lounge room.
The students are excited about sharing their items with
the school community.

SCHOOL FEES FOR 2021

GRADE SIX TRANSITION

School Council has reviewed school fees and the Parent
Payment Policy for 2021. I am pleased to announce that
once again there will be no change to school fees. A copy
of the Parent Payment Policy accompanies today’s newsletter and is also available under the policies tab on the
Goornong PS website. A Summary of the fees is outlined
below.

At present the guidelines are that Grade 6 students are
not able to attend their secondary school for on-site
transition. However this may change. Weeroona College
have advised that if restrictions allow, Grade 6 students
will attend their secondary school on Orientation Day
(Tues 8th Dec). If this is not possible, Grade 6 students
will attend their primary school on Tues 8th Dec and
attend a ‘virtual Orientation Day’ via videoconference.

Educational Supplies

$ 85

(Due at beginning of the school year)
Program Supplies

$ 100

(Due at beginning of the school year)
Voluntary Contribution

$ 50

(Due by the end of Term Two
Optional Items
(All camps, the whole-school excursion & events such as
Grade Six Graduation are user-pays items).
LITTLE LEARNERS PROGRAM
The school was abuzz on Tuesday as we welcomed Mack,
Patrick and Mason for their first Little Learner’s session.
The Little Learners will be participating in classroom activities once a week over the next four weeks, preparing
them for their first year of school next year.
UPATE ON TERM 4 EVENTS
I wish to thank our families for their patience and understanding throughout 2020. Since the beginning of Term 4
and as Covid-19 restrictions have eased, we have been
busy planning and organising some of the special events
that occur in Term 4. Below provides an update on these:

SWIMMING PROGRAM
We usually conduct our Swimming Program in the last
few weeks of Term 4. We are in the process of trying to
organise for this to occur as usual at the Goornong Pool.
However, we are facing some logistical challenges which
may mean that we will be unable to proceed as hoped.
More information to come on this.
ATHLETICS SPORTS
As we missed the Athletic Sports earlier in the year, we
will be running a whole-school ‘Athletics/Tabloid Sports’
carnival on Tuesday 24th November. Mr Tooley has organised a range of fun activities for the students to participate in on this day. As parents are unable to come
along and watch, we will be sure to take lots of photos.
WHOLE-SCHOOL EXCURSION
Instead of travelling into Bendigo like in previous years,
this year we plan to have our ‘fun day’ at the Goornong
Pool. I am very confident that this special celebration for
the end of the school year will go ahead. More information to come on this.
PREP-TWO SLEEPOVER AT SCHOOL

See the letter accompanying today’s newsletter.

As was communicated to families in the newsletter on
October 30th, we will be running a Grade Prep-Sleepover
at School on the evening of Thursday 26th November.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

REIMBURSEMENT OF EXCURSION LEVY

Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions we are not
able to proceed with this year’s Christmas Concert. Instead, throughout Term 4 we will be compiling musical
items, which each class will perform at school, into a video which we will send home to families in the last week
of school. The items will be instrumental and dance performances, as singing in groups is not able to occur at
present. This video will essentially be a pre-recorded ver-

This year we have not been able to run a number of the
excursions that are covered in the ‘excursions levy’ portion of the school fees. As such, in the next edition of the
newsletter we will be communicating procedures for this
money to be reimbursed to families.

GRADE 6 GRADUATION

(Principal’s Report continued over page).

Principal’s Report ContinWORLD TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY
On Friday 30th October we celebrated World Teacher
Appreciation Day. We are very fortunate to have a team
of skilled, passionate and committed teachers who work
at our school and teach our students. Whether they be
our full-time classroom teachers or our part-time specialist teachers, they all care deeply about the students and
this helps to make Goornong PS such a positive environment for learning. I sincerely thank our team of teachers
for the enthusiasm and expertise that they bring to our
school on each and every school day!
DRINK BOTTLES
We still have a number of students who are coming to
school without a drink bottle. We remind parents (and
students) that a drink bottle full of water must be
brought to school every day. This is particularly important
at present given the bubble taps are currently out of order due to Covid-19 restrictions.
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our final school council meeting for 2020 will be held on
Monday 16th November 7.00pm. Finance Committee will
meet at 6.30pm. As has been the case previously, this
meeting will be held remotely via Webex. Packs have
been sent home with the students today.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Thank you to those parents who took the time to complete this years Parent Opinion Survey. Each year our
school conducts a survey of families as one of multiple
sources of feedback that our school uses to direct future
planning and school improvement. Please note that the
survey is now closed.

Bike Riders
It is fabulous to see many students riding to school.
To ensure the safety of the bike riders and reduce the congestion
at the main entrance on Grant Street, we have asked the bike
riders who need to head east along Grant Street after school to
exit the school via the gate at the north-eastern corner of the
school grounds (near the big green tank). A teacher is allocated
duty to supervise these students and ensure that everyone departs the school safety.
Some bike riders need to depart the school via the bus gate.
Again, to ensure these students are able to safely depart the
school, we ask them to wait at the gate until the bus duty teacher
arrives. This is particularly important as when the bus is parked it
is very difficult for bike riders to see any approaching vehicles. As
such, we generally wait for the bus to have taken off before allowing the bike riders to depart.

The following information, sourced from
www.bicyclenetwork.com.au and www.vicroads.vic.gov.au, may
also be of interest for parents seeking further information to support their child to ride safely to and from school:
 Parents/carers are responsible for children riding bicycles to

and from school.
 Due to cognitive development, children should not ride on the

road accompanied by an adult until around the age of 10.
 Like young drivers, children need plenty of supervised prac-

tice before gaining their independence on a bicycle.
 In order to ride safely in traffic a bike rider needs to be able to

manage all the following simultaneously.
Control the bike on different road surfaces.
Be able to deal with obstacles safely.

2021 SCHOOL YEAR

Be aware of and predict the traffic movement around them.

We have begun planning for the 2021 school year. As I’m
sure you can appreciate, there is a great deal of work behind the scenes to ensure the best structure in relation to
classrooms, teachers and support staff. The number of
students attending the school has a significant impact on
our planning as school funding is directly linked to the
number of enrolments. As such, I ask that those parents
intending to enrol new students at Goornong PS in 2021
(including Preps) please now return their enrolment
form. Enrolment forms are available from the school
should you require one. I also ask that parents please
contact me if they are not intending to send their child to
Goornong PS in 2021. I thank families for their support
with this. Jason Cox, Principal

Understand the road rules that apply both to bike riders

and drivers.
Make safe, split-second decisions.

At Goornong PS we run the Bike Education program for students
in Grades Three-Six in October each year. This Program teaches
students to manage the above points and thus be able to ride
safely on the road. The Bike Education Program is specifically for
students aged 9-13 years, as it is at this age that children have
the cognitive capacity to manage the skills required for riding
safely on the road.

A big thank you to all parents and students for the time and effort that went into preparing this years Book Week costumes. Thanks
also to those parents who came along to our parade at the front of the school—this was certainly one of the most memorable moments of the year thus far and was greatly appreciated by the students and staff.

Book Week 2020

GRADE PREP-TWO

GRADE THREE-SIX

First of all a big thank you to all the parents for organising such fantastic costumes for Book Week.
The students were very excited to explain and
parade their choices.
Read a thon– We have reached the half way make
on our read a thon, with students recording each
night they read at home. Hopefully we make our
target so we can have our class party.

During Literacy, we have been working on using expression when we read. Students have looked at
how punctuation helps guide your expression and
how we can change our voice for different characters in a story. We have also looked at ending
sounds on words and how we can implement these
known sounds or base words when writing unknown words.
In Maths, we have been focusing on Division and
Multiplication. We have talked about the connection between division and multiplication and different strategies we can use. This week we have been
focusing on skip counting 10s, 5s and 2s and how
this can help our understanding of division and multiplication.
This week we have started our Fire Safety posters
with the students creating comic strips to represent
a fire safety message.
Over the next fortnight we will be looking at inferencing (text clues and prior knowledge) and how
this can help our understanding of what we have
read. In Maths, 1/2 students will continue their
works on multiplication
(groups of). Prep students will re visit addition and subtraction.
Students have been taking turns reading a practised text to the class
during fruit break.

In Reading, the students concluded their learning to identify
the point of view (POV). They finished by looking at how the
3rd person POV can be broken down into 3rd person omniscient, limited and objective. The students chose an image to
write about using one or more of the 3rd person perspectives mentioned above. The students also continued to work
on their reading goals. It was great to see most of the students are using their reading notebook to document how
they are going with their goal. The students have also enjoyed reading a variety of biographies overt the past couple
of weeks. They have then written key information about a
particular person to share with others and to learn about
amazing people from both the past and present.
In Writing, the students are continuing their autobiographies. The students have been busy progressing through
the writing process at their own pace. They began with a
‘Prewrite’ to document their ideas, then proceeded to ‘Draft’
their information in full sentences and paragraphs. Next is
the ‘Revising’ step where the students reread their writing,
add in or omit words and ensure they have included enough
detail. After that is ‘Editing’ stage, where the students fix
up any punctuation and spelling errors. Finally, the students
are ready to ‘Publish’ their work. The autobiographies will be
in the journals for you to enjoy!
In Maths, the Grade Three-Fours have completed their unit
on time. They will now do the post-test to see how much
they have improved. The next focus will be fractions!
The Grade Five-Sixes have been learning about BODMAS
and order of operations. The students have solved a range of
equations where they have needed to apply BODMAS in order to find the correct answer. They have also completed
investigations, such as finding as many possible answers
when creating equations using the following numbers and
symbols: +, -, x, (, ), 2, 4, 5, 6.

In Music the students have been playing the drums using
buckets. Looks as though these three were taking a break!

Community News
What are the Child Safe Standards?
The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian
Government identified that more can be done in the
community to reduce and remove the risk of child
abuse. As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of
requirements (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian
schools need to meet.
The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that
require organisations working with children to implement strategies to prevent child abuse.
There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle
of Inclusion.
Our Commitment to Child Safety
Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety
and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will
be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child
abuse.

AFL Central Victoria Junior/Youth Academy – Netball Program
Nomination Form
Nominations are now being sought for the AFL Central Victoria Netball
Academy. Nominate for trials by completing the form on the following
link: https://forms.gle/rYuAwQbhao5DQyB88
Nominations close on 13th November 2021.
In 2021, we will be running the following programs:
• A specialist program for 14-year-old players in shooting, centre court
or defence. Players select their specialty area with sessions conducted
concurrently
• 13-year-old program
• 12-year-old program
Ages are taken at 31st December 2021:
• Players turning 14 in 2021 (DOB 2007) will be considered for the 14Year-Old Program
• Players turning 13 in 2021 (DOB 2008) will be considered for the 13Year-Old Program
• Players turning 12 in 2021 (DOB 2009) will be considered for the 12Year-Old Program
Trial Information
We will confirm trials at a later stage using the email address provided in
the nomination process. Depending on COVID-19 restrictions they will
either be early December 2020 or February 2021.
It is recommended that players attend a minimum of two trials.
Please email Carol Cathcart, carol.cathcart@aflcentralvic.com.au, if you
have any further questions.

We are committed to providing a child safe environment
where children and young people are safe and feel
safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that
affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the
cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children and children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children
with a disability and children who are vulnerable.
Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has
a responsibility to understand the important and specific
role they play individually and collectively to ensure that
the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision
they make.
Goornong Primary School has in place the following
policies and documents which outline approaches to
remove and/or reduce the risks of child abuse; and
our commitment to providing a child-safe environment.
 Child Safety Policy.
 Child Safe Code of Conduct.
 Staff Selection, Supervision & Management Policy.
 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy.
 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Environment.

A copy of all of these policies and further information
regarding the Child Safe Standards is available on our
school’s website.

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION
STUDENT ILLNESS

COVID-19 MANAGEMENT AT SCHOOL

A reminder that unwell students must not attend
school, regardless of whether their symptoms are
compatible with Covid-19 or not. Students who are
unwell must not return to school until their symptoms have ceased. If students begin to feel ill whilst
at school we will contact their parents and ask that
the child be collected as soon as possible. We continue to encourage parents to seek the advice of
their medical practitioner should their child display
any symptoms compatible with Covid-19.

Given the recent spike in coronavirus cases Victoria,
it is timely to remind parents of the following important
points regarding how any potential Covid-19 cases
would be managed in the school context.

We draw parents’ attention to the Australian Government Health Department website which has the
following information regarding Covid-19 symptoms:

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has
comprehensive procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to manage suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19)
in schools.
The school will contact the Department of Health and
Human Services and notify the DET central office to
activate the established procedures if a student or
staff member:
– is a confirmed case.
– has been in close contact with a confirmed case.
DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who has
either:

Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild illness to pneumonia. Some people will recover easily, and others may get very sick very quickly. People with coronavirus may experience symptoms
such as:


Fever



respiratory symptoms such as coughing, sore
throat and/or shortness of breath.

Other symptoms can include runny nose, headache, muscle or joint pains, nausea, diarrhoea,
vomiting, loss of sense of smell, altered sense of
taste, loss of appetite and fatigue.



had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact
with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19).



shared a closed space for more than two hours
with someone who is a confirmed case.

Anyone who is, or who has come into contact with, a
confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) is required
to self-quarantine for a period of 14 days.
All unwell staff and students must stay home.
Staff or students experiencing compatible symptoms
with coronavirus (COVID-19) (fever, cough or sore
throat) whilst at school will be isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and their parent/
carer contacted to come and collect them as soon as
possible.

To stop the spread of COVID-19 people with even
mild symptoms of respiratory infection should get
tested.

Source: www.health.gov.au
We thank everyone in our school community for
their vigilance and support in helping to keep our
students and staff safe and healthy. It continues to
be important that our community remains attentive
to this.

WHEN IS MY CHILD OK TO COME TO SCHOOL?
The circumstances where students are not to attend
school are when:
1) They are a confirmed Covid-19 case.
2) They are a close contact of a confirmed case.
3) They have been directed to self-isolate by
DHHS.
4) They are unwell.
If your children fits into any of the categories above,
they should not attend school. Otherwise, they
would be right to come.

