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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care.

Dates to Remember
Term Four
Fri 16th Oct
Mon 19th Oct
Fri 23rd Oct
Mon 26th Oct
Wed 28th Oct
Fri 30th Oct
Mon 2nd Nov
Fri 6th Nov
Mon 9th Nov
Fri 13th Nov
Mon 16th Nov
Fri 20th Nov
Fri 27th Nov
Tues 8th Dec
Fri 11th Dec
Fri 18th Dec
2021 Term Dates
Term One
Term Two
Term Three
Term Four

MARC Library
Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
School Council Meeting
Public Holiday (Thank You Day)
Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
Public Holiday (Bgo Cup)
World Teacher Appreciation Day
Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
MARC Book Week Dress Up Day
Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
MARC Library
Bike Ed (Gr 3-6s) 12.30—1.30
School Council Meeting
Student-Free Day
MARC Library
State-wide Orientation (Step-Up) Day
MARC Library
Last day of Term 4, 2.15pm dismissal

Weekly Awards

Congratulations to our award winners.
Award
P-2
Literacy
P-2
Maths
P-2
Values
3-6
Literacy
3-6
Maths
3-6
Values
Principal
Award

This Week

Last Week

Brock K

Amy O

Olivia M

Hunter R

Emilie J

Lucy O

Amelia H

Jordan V

Audrey A &
Cooper S

Kahlia R

Savannah M

Max A

Ted C & Lucy O

Tom E & Amelia H

BOOK WEEK 2020
Our Book Week dress-up day is

Friday 6th November
Thurs 28th Jan—Thurs 1st April
Mon 19th April—Fri 25th June
Mon 12th July—Fri 17th Sept
Mon 4th Oct—Fri 17th Dec

Hay Bales Wanted
If anyone has any spare bales of hay (spoilt even), we
would love to have them to use as mulch for the garden. If
you are able to help, please just drop them at the front of
the Chook Camp anytime. Thank You.

On this day students are encouraged to dress up in a
costume related to this year’s theme—

Curious Creatures, Wild Minds.
MARC lessons on this day (and for most of Term 4)
will be based on some of the short-listed books.
Families may wish to begin planning their child’s
costume for this day.

Principal’s Report
Welcome to Term 4 of the 2020 school year! It has been
wonderful to see the students back at school learning,
laughing and playing with their friends.
Our focus for Term 4 is on making sure that every student
is supported in their wellbeing, learning and transition
needs. Despite the challenges that 2020 has presented,
Term 4 promises to be an exciting and rewarding term for
our students. I have great confidence in our teachers to
deliver high-quality learning for all students—extending
those that thrived during remote learning and supporting
those who need it to catch up.
For our departing Grade 6 students, we are currently
working with their secondary school on creating transition opportunities to ensure these students are well prepared to begin Year 7 in 2021. Whilst for next year’s
preps, we are planning a modified Little Learners Program what will give them the best opportunity to succeed
when beginning primary school next year. More information to come soon on transition for these students.
As we get back into the routine of school, it is possible
that parents may have queries or concerns regarding
their child’s learning. As always, please feel free to contact me should this be the case.
I wish all students, staff and parents a successful end to
the school year.
TERM 4 EVENTS
Term 4 is always a very busy term with lots of special
events and activities. The school is currently working
through the Education’s Department’s operational guidelines with regards to the coronavirus; and how we can
potentially modify some of these events to run them in a
Covid-safe way. More info to come soon on this!
BIKE EDUCATION
We were very excited to be able to begin Bike Education
this week for our Grade 3-6 students. The students have
been learning a range of bicycle and road safety skills.
These have included how to effectively use brakes, where
to position the bike for safe riding on the road and signalling when turning or stopping.
A reminder that Bike Ed takes place each Monday at
12.30pm—1.30pm for our Grade 3-6 students.
MARC LIBRARY
It was terrific to welcome Mrs G and the MARC library
van back to Goornong PS today.

HATS AT SCHOOL
Well done to those students who remembered their hats
at the beginning of Term Four! A reminder that as per
our school’s SunSmart Policy, hats need to be worn outside during Terms One and Four. Please ensure that your
child has a navy blue wide-brimmed hat to wear at
school. Students who do not have a suitable hat are
asked to play in the shade on the veranda during playtime and lunchtime.
2021 SCHOOL YEAR
We have begun planning for the 2021 school year. As I’m
sure you can appreciate, there is a great deal of work
behind the scenes to ensure the best structure in relation to classrooms, teachers and support staff. The number of students attending the school has a significant
impact on our planning as school funding is directly
linked to the number of enrolments. As such, I ask that
those parents intending to enrol new students at Goornong PS in 2021 (including Preps) please now return
their enrolment form. Enrolment forms are available
from the school should you require one. I also ask that
parents please contact me if they are not intending to
send their child to Goornong PS in 2021. I thank families
for their support with this.
SCHOOL REVIEW
As was outlined in the newsletter earlier on this year, our
school is undergoing a review in 2020. All Government
schools go through a school review process every four
years to evaluate how effective they have been in
achieving the goals set out in their Strategic Plan; and to
develop goals for the coming four years.
As part of the review process, our school has completed
a Self Evaluation over the first half of this year. This involved getting feedback from a range of stakeholders
including students, parents and school staff.
Following a couple of false starts due to the coronavirus,
the next stage of the review process will take place in a
few weeks time. This will involve an educational consultant and other leaders in education visiting our school to
identify and celebrate our achievements and delve deeper into areas for improvement. Part of this will involve
conversations with students and parents about their
views.
Our entire staff team is excited about going through the
review process and we are looking forward to sharing
with our school community the findings at the conclusion of the review process.

(continued over page).

Principal’s Report Continued
SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our next school council meeting will be held this coming
Monday 19th October at 7.00pm. Finance Committee will
meet at 6.30pm. As has been the case previously, this
meeting will be held remotely via WebEx videoconferencing. Packs have been sent home with the children of
councillors today.
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
It has been great to see students arriving at school in a
timely manner over the first few weeks of term. A reminder that we are hoping that students are able to arrive by 9am, so that they don’t miss the beginning of the
morning lesson. If possible, it is in students’ best interests
to arrive well before 9am (but not prior to 8.30am) as this
allows extra time to get organised for the day and for students in the junior classroom to read to an adult.
ABSENCES
It is important that parents notify the school when their
child is absent. This ensures that teachers are able to
code the absence accurately in terms of the reason for
the absence when marking the roll. The preferred way for
parents to notify the school of an absence is via their
uEducateUs portal. Alternatively, parents may contact
the school by phone. Please note that the school is not
able to accept verbal messages from siblings of absent
students.

note or contact their child’s teacher when an absence
occurs.
We also encourage parents to meet with their child’s
teacher if they are having attendance issues so we can
work together to get your child to school each day.
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
Each year our school conducts a survey of families as one
of multiple sources of feedback that our school uses to
direct future planning and school improvement. This
year the Parent Opinion Survey is being conducted
online. A notification has been sent to each family via
UEducateUs which includes the survey link and unique
survey login code.
Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have
any trouble accessing or completing the survey.
Jason Cox
Principal
HIGH FIVES
A high five this week to all students, staff
and parents! It has been a pleasure to be
back at school and see everyone’s smiling faces on arrival each morning. After
some quieter periods during remote learning, the
school is once again abuzz with the sound of students learning, laughing and playing.

To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the
Education Department, each morning, our teachers mark
the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs system. The system automatically generates a notification
that is sent to parents where a student is marked as an
unexplained absence.
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS!
The Education Department’s motto is that Every Day
Counts, as there is strong link between consistent attendance at school and a child’s social and academic development.
We understand that there are times when students need
to miss school, such as when they’re ill. This is particularly
relevant given the current climate.
Attendance patterns are established early—a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of
school creates habits which can be very difficult to break.
At our school, we encourage parents to return an absent

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER
A reminder for our school community that our school is
included on the Bushfire At Risk Register, as set by the
Education Department, for the 2019-2020 Summer. This
means that our school is required to close on days declared as Code Red in the Northern Country Bureau of
Meteorology district.
Code Red days are announced by the Emergency Management Commissioner of Victoria no later than
1.00pm on the day preceding the Code Red day. Once a
Code Red day is announced, our school will notify all
families that the school will be closed.

The Grade 6 boys are very proud of their hairstyles. Can you pick who’s who?

GRADE PREP-TWO
And we’re back!!! It has been an excited and welcomed
return to school this term. A big shout out to all parents
and carers for your support during remote learning.
During this term we have a strong focus on literacy and
numeracy and it would be really beneficial if sight
words and nightly reading could be practised at home,
most nights of the week. Consistency of times or location can help this become a natural part
of students at home routines.
We have just started a class read-a-thon
were all students work as a class to try
to reach our class goal of 460 nights
combined reading. The students have
been excited to mark off their nightly
reading with the reward of a class party,
if their goal is reached.
During Reading, we have been looking at solving unknown words by using strategies such as using the
starting letter and picture, stretching out sounds and
chunking sounds using digraphs, blends, base words
and compound words. In Writing, we have been practising forming our letters of a consistent size and placement and including appropriate punctuation and capital
letters. The students also wrote a fantastic piece of
writing lead by Mrs Patton about ‘What the teachers
get up to after school.’ While their pieces of writing
were very amusing, I was not sure why it was often Ms
Mac was convincing Mrs Patton to get up to mischief :-)
In Maths, we have been focusing on subtraction and its
links to addition. We have been clarifying our learning
during remote learning and have been getting quicker
with our instant recall of number facts and using number lines, objects and pictures to support our learning.
Over the next fortnight we will start our unit on persuasive writing. In Maths, students are starting to look at
multiplication (groups of) and division (sharing).
In Art, students painted the castle that is now our reading corner and created a very colourful and original design. It was fantastic to see students experimenting with
mixing colours.

GRADE THREE-SIX
In Reading, the students have refreshed their
knowledge about how to choose a ’just right’ text
to effectively practise their reading goal. The
students also chose a mixture of text types for
their book boxes such as fiction, non fiction,
magazines and picture story books. Just a reminder that reading at home is very important
for grade 3-6 students to continue to build on
their skills and independence. The students have
also been practising writing summaries that include the key ideas whilst ignoring irrelevant information.
In Writing, the students have looked closely at
each stage of the writing process. Prewrite,
Draft, Revise, Edit and Publish! We have looked
at good and not so good examples of writing for
each stage to create a ’bump it up wall’. The students used the bump it up wall as a guide to improve their own writing. Over the last week, the
students have been working through each stage
of the writing process, writing an opinionative
piece titled ‘What is the best job in the world?”.
In the prewrite stage, the students brainstormed
their top 3 jobs they would love to do! Today, the
students published their writing!
In Maths, the Grade Three-Fours consolidated on
their division skills from remote learning. They
have completed a post-test and achieved some
positive results! The students are currently
working on learning about three-dimensional
shapes. They have learnt the difference between
a prism and a pyramid, and how to identify and
count features such as faces, vertices and edges.
In Maths the Grade Five-Sixes have been learning about strategies for multiplication. The students have been introduced to the Multiplication
Game ‘Multo’ and have investigated the ‘good’
numbers’ to include on their ‘Multo’ game boards
to give them the best chance of winning. The students have shared effective strategies to solve
unknown multiplication problems; and have learnt
about the ‘Area Method’ for multiplication.
During STEM the Grade 5-6s have continued
working on their arcade games which they
started earlier in the year.

Community News
What are the Child Safe Standards?
The Betrayal of Trust report released by the Victorian
Government identified that more can be done in the
community to reduce and remove the risk of child
abuse. As such, Ministerial Order 870 outlines a set of
requirements (Child Safe Standards) that Victorian
schools need to meet.
The Child Safe Standards are a set of principles that
require organisations working with children to implement strategies to prevent child abuse.
There are seven Child Safe Standards, plus a Principle
of Inclusion.
Our Commitment to Child Safety
Goornong Primary School is committed to the safety
and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will
be the primary focus of our care and decision-making.
Goornong Primary School has zero tolerance for child
abuse.

FAMILY DAY CARE PROVIDERS IN
GOORNONG
There are now two Family Day Care providers in Goornong. Both currently have vacancies, including for school-aged children
before and after school. Please feel free to
contact Karrie or Danni to find out more
about the services they can provide.

We are committed to providing a child safe environment
where children and young people are safe and feel
safe, and their voices are heard about decisions that
affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the
cultural safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children and children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds, as well as the safety of children
with a disability and children who are vulnerable.
Every person involved in Goornong Primary School has
a responsibility to understand the important and specific
role they play individually and collectively to ensure that
the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the forefront of all they do and every decision
they make.
Goornong Primary School has in place the following
policies and documents which outline approaches to
remove and/or reduce the risks of child abuse; and
our commitment to providing a child-safe environment.
 Child Safety Policy.
 Child Safe Code of Conduct.
 Staff Selection, Supervision & Management Policy.
 Child Safe Reporting Obligations Policy.
 Risk Management Strategies for a Child Safe Environment.

A copy of all of these policies and further information
regarding the Child Safe Standards is available on our
school’s website.

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION
STUDENT ILLNESS

COVID-19 MANAGEMENT AT SCHOOL

A reminder that unwell students must not attend
school, regardless of whether their symptoms are
compatible with Covid-19 or not. Students who are
unwell must not return to school until their symptoms have ceased. If students begin to feel ill whilst
at school we will contact their parents and ask that
the child be collected as soon as possible. We continue to encourage parents to seek the advice of
their medical practitioner should their child display
any symptoms compatible with Covid-19.

Given the recent spike in coronavirus cases Victoria,
it is timely to remind parents of the following important
points regarding how any potential Covid-19 cases
would be managed in the school context.

We draw parents’ attention to the Australian Government Health Department website which has the
following information regarding Covid-19 symptoms:

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has
comprehensive procedures in place with the Department of Health and Human Services to manage suspected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19)
in schools.
The school will contact the Department of Health and
Human Services and notify the DET central office to
activate the established procedures if a student or
staff member:
– is a confirmed case.
– has been in close contact with a confirmed case.
DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who has
either:

Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild illness to pneumonia. Some people will recover easily, and others may get very sick very quickly. People with coronavirus may experience symptoms
such as:


Fever



respiratory symptoms such as coughing, sore
throat and/or shortness of breath.

Other symptoms can include runny nose, headache, muscle or joint pains, nausea, diarrhoea,
vomiting, loss of sense of smell, altered sense of
taste, loss of appetite and fatigue.



had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact
with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19).



shared a closed space for more than two hours
with someone who is a confirmed case.

Anyone who is, or who has come into contact with, a
confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) is required
to self-quarantine for a period of 14 days.
All unwell staff and students must stay home.
Staff or students experiencing compatible symptoms
with coronavirus (COVID-19) (fever, cough or sore
throat) whilst at school will be isolated in an appropriate space with suitable supervision and their parent/
carer contacted to come and collect them as soon as
possible.

To stop the spread of COVID-19 people with even
mild symptoms of respiratory infection should get
tested.

Source: www.health.gov.au
We thank everyone in our school community for
their vigilance and support in helping to keep our
students and staff safe and healthy. It continues to
be important that our community remains attentive
to this.

WHEN IS MY CHILD OK TO COME TO SCHOOL?
The circumstances where students are not to attend
school are when:
1) They are a confirmed Covid-19 case.
2) They are a close contact of a confirmed case.
3) They have been directed to self-isolate by
DHHS.
4) They are unwell.
If your children fits into any of the categories above,
they should not attend school. Otherwise, they
would be right to come.

