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Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards 

Congratulations to our award winners. 

Award This Week Last Week 

P-2 
Literacy 

Amy O Marli O 

P-2 
Maths 

Brock K Hunter R 

3-6 
Literacy 

Max A Jaxson R 

3-6 
Maths 

Wade N Bailey A 

RETURN TO ON-SITE LEARNING IN TERM 4 

Dear Parents, 

The Victorian Government this week announced that 

students in regional areas will return to school in the 

first week of Term 4, not the second week as was 

originally planned. As such, all students at Goornong 

PS will return to on-site learning at school on Tues-

day 6th October. 

Dates to Remember 
19th Sept—4th Oct: School holidays. 

Term Four 

Mon 5th Oct Student-Free Day 

   No students at school on this day. 

Tues 6th Oct First day of Term 4 

   Students return to school for on-site  
   learning. 

Mon 19th Oct School Council Meeting 

Fri 23rd Oct  Public Holiday (Thank You Day) 

Wed 28th Oct Public Holiday (Bgo Cup) 

Fri 6th Nov  Book Week Dress Up Day 

Mon 16th Nov School Council Meeting 

Fri 20th Nov  Student-Free Day 

Fri 18th Dec  Last day of Term 4, 2.15pm dismissal 

Friday 18th September 2020 

Issue 16 

BOOK WEEK 2020 
Our Book Week dress-up day is  

Friday 6th November 
On this day students are encouraged to dress up in a 

costume related to this year’s theme— 

Curious Creatures, Wild Minds. 
MARC lessons on this day (and for most of Term 4) 

will be based on some of the short-listed books. 

 Families may wish to begin planning their child’s 

costume for this day. 

A copy of today’s newsletter has been sent via post to each family. 

A reminder that when students return to school 

in Term 4 they will need their hats! 

Hay Bales Wanted 

If anyone has any spare bales of hay (spoilt even), we 

would love to have them to use as mulch for the garden. If 

you are able to help, please just drop them at the front of 

the Chook Camp anytime. Thank You. 



Today was the last day of what has been an unusual and 

at times challenging Term 3 (and also the last day of re-

mote learning). I am extremely proud of the way our 

school community has worked together and supported 

each other during this time. 

I sincerely thank our wonderful staff team for their  

dedication and commitment during remote learning. We 

have needed to pivot to a new way of working and I am 

immensely proud of what we have been able to achieve. 

Despite the challenges that remote learning has present-

ed, I have great confidence that student learning has 

been maintained at some level. 

I also wish to thank our parents who have supported 

their children with their home learning. We are very lucky 

to have such a supportive parent community at Goor-

nong PS and the fact that every student has engaged in 

their home learning is testament to the support that each 

and every parent have provided. 

I congratulate all students, staff and parents for their  

successes this term and wish everyone a safe and relaxing 

school holiday period. 

We look forward to seeing all students back at school on 

Tuesday 6th October. 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to those parents who participated in a parent-

teacher interview over the past couple of week. It was a 

pleasure for the teachers to share the learning successes 

and discuss challenges facing your child.  

We especially thank parents for their positivity and will-

ingness to work in partnership with the school to support 

the learning outcomes of their child. Through positive 

communication and teamwork we are able to provide the 

best opportunity students to make progress. 

There are no more formal parent-teacher interviews in 

2020. However, as always, parents are welcome to make 

an appointment with their child’s teacher or the school 

principal should they have any questions or concerns. 

HATS—TERM FOUR 

A reminder that as per our school’s SunSmart Policy, stu-

dents are required to wear a wide-brimmed navy blue 

hat when outside during Terms One and Four. Hats were 

sent home with the students at the end of Term One to 

be washed and stored in a safe location. We ask that stu-

dents please remember to bring their hats back to school 

ready for Term Four. 

 

Principal’s Report TERM 4 STUDENT-FREE DAYS 

Please note that two Student-Free Days are schedules in 

Term 4. The first is on Monday 5th October. The teachers 

will be preparing for the students return to on-site learn-

ing on this day. The second is on Friday 20th November. 

On this day the teachers will be collating student assess-

ment results and beginning to write the student’s end-of

-year reports. 

TERM 4 SCHOOL EVENTS 

Due to Covid-19, The Education Department has provid-

ed advice to schools regarding special events in Term 4. 

At this stage, schools are not able to participate in camps 

or excursions. As such, our usual Term 4 events such as 

Bike Education, Grade P-2 excursion, Grade 5-6 camp 

and Summer Sports are not able to proceed. It is also 

likely that our Swimming Program at the end of Term 4 

may be impacted. We are currently planning some ‘at 

school’ events for our students in place of these. More to 

come! 

There are also limitations on visitors into schools at this 

time, which impacts on our Little Learners Prep Transi-

tion Program and our Grade 6s transition visits to their 

secondary school. We are currently working on ways of 

running modified transition opportunities for these stu-

dents. More info to come! 

It is also likely that our Grade 6 Graduation Dinner and 

End-of-Year Concert will be impacted by restrictions. 

Again, our school is considering flexible options to en-

sure that students and families do not miss out on these 

important events. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

At the school council meeting held on Monday night, 

council reviewed and approved the school’s Emergency 

Management Plan. A copy of this is available on the 

school’s website. Council were also updated on Covid-19 

Operation Guidelines for schools for Term 4 (a copy of 

these is included in today’s newsletter). 

Our next school council meeting will be held on Monday 

19th October at 7.00pm. Finance Committee will meet at 

6.45pm. As has been the case previously, this meeting 

will be held remotely via WebEx videoconferencing. 

MARC LIBRARY 

Please note that under the Education Department’s 

Covid-19 operational guidelines MARC Library lessons 

will not begin on site at Goornong PS until Friday 6th No-

vember.  

Jason Cox 

Principal 



With the students returning to face-to-face 

learning on 6th October, there will continue to 

be arrangements in place with regards to Covid-

19. These include:  

Students and staff must stay at home if unwell. 

Where a student becomes unwell during the 

school day, they will be isolated from the other 

students and parents contacted to come and 

collect their unwell child. 

We will continue to encourage good hygiene 

practices (coughing or sneezing into elbow 

and washing hands regularly, on arrival at 

school, after using the toilet and before eat-

ing).  

Hand sanitiser will be available around the 

school and in classrooms and students will be 

encouraged to use it regularly.  

The Australian Health Protection Principal 

Committee (AHPPC) has advised that a 

‘venue density rule’ of no more than one per-

son per four square metres is not appropriate 

or practical in classrooms or the school envi-

ronment, nor maintaining 1.5 metres between 

students during classroom activities.  

Once on-site learning begins, all students will 

be expected to attend school. Schools are not 

expected to provide home learning activities 

where parents elect to keep their child at 

home, except where this is based on medical 

advice.  

Social distancing is encouraged amongst 

adults. Staff and parents should adhere to the 

1.5m requirement where possible. 

Visitors inside the school building will be lim-

ited to students, staff and necessary contrac-

tors only. 

We continue to ask parents not to enter the 

school grounds unless it is absolutely essen-

tial. Parents are required to wear a face cover-

ing if needing to enter the school grounds. 

Parents are still able to contact their child’s 
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teacher should they need to. However, teach-

ers will not be able to meet with parents on-

site unless it is absolutely essential. As such, 

these communications will need to take place 

via phone or Webex.  

Parents are asked not to congregate at drop-

off and pick-up times and to practice social 

distancing. 

Arrival: All students are now asked to enter 

the school via the main door near the recep-

tion desk. This is so that temperature checking 

can take place. 

Departure: To separate students during 

pick-up, the following arrangements are in 

place:  

- The Grade P-2s are asked to enter/exit the 

school building via the external door that ac-

cesses directly to their classroom.  

- The Grade 3-6s are asked to use the entrance 

near the reception desk when entering/exiting.  

The school playground equipment will be 

cleaned each afternoon and as such will be 

able to be used.  

The bubble taps will be unavailable. Students 

will need to bring their own drink bottle to 

school each day.  

Extra cleaning for the school has been ar-

ranged. The school will be thoroughly cleaned 

during the school day and again in the even-

ing with a focus on disinfecting high touch are-

as.  

Staggered start and finish times will not be 

necessary at Goornong PS due to the small 

size of our school. Our school day will start at 

9am and finish at 3.15pm for all students.  

For bus travellers, the school bus will continue 

to run as normal. As per the Chief Health Of-

ficer’s advice, there is no requirement for so-

cial distancing amongst students when travel-

ling on the school bus. 



Students attending primary school are not re-

quired to wear a face covering. This includes 

whilst at school or when travelling to and from 

school, regardless of their age. Parents may 

choose for their child to wear a face covering 

whilst at school. 

Parents and carers will be required to wear 

face coverings whenever they leave the 

house, including for school drop off and pick 

up. If they are travelling in a car alone, or only 

with members of their household, they do not 

need to wear a mask. 

All school staff will be wearing a face covering 

during the school day, except when they are 

teaching classes. However, teachers may still 

decide to wear one while teaching. Please be 

aware that some staff may be exempt from 

these requirements. This includes those who 

have a medical condition. 

All students attending on-site will have their 

temperature taken with a non-contact infrared 

thermometer by a Goornong PS staff member 

when they arrive at school. The process for 

taking the temperature is non-intrusive and 

simply involves the staff member pointing the 

unit at the forehead for a few seconds to gain 

a reading. We now ask all students to enter 

the school via the main door near the recep-

tion desk on arrival. 

The table below outlines the actions that our 

staff will take following taking a student’s tem-

perature. 

As has been the case right throughout this sit-

uation, our school will continue to follow ad-

vice from the Department of Education and 

Training in accordance with guidelines issued 

by the Department of Health and Human Ser-

vices and other health authorities. 

We are monitoring regular updates from the 

Department of Education and Training and will 

respond quickly and appropriately if the need 

arises. The safety of our school community is 

paramount.  

We thank parents, students and staff for their 

understanding. 
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FAMILY DAY CARE PROVIDERS IN GOORNONG 

There are now two Family Day Care providers in Goor-

nong. Both currently have vacancies, including for school-

aged children before and after school. Please feel free to 

contact Karrie or Danni to find out more about the services 

they can provide. 

 

Elmore Tennis Club—Saturday Tennis 

The Elmore Tennis Club is looking for play-
ers for the 2020/21 season. Players of all ex-
perience are welcome! Competition typically 
begins in October and finishes in March. Jun-
iors play on Saturday mornings and Seniors 
play on Saturday afternoons. Please register 
your interest by Friday 25th September. 

For more information or to register your inter-
est please contact Bryce (0458111544) or 
Jordan (0429520495).  

Community News 



COVID-19 MANAGEMENT AT SCHOOL 

Given the recent spike in coronavirus cases Victoria, 

it is timely to remind parents of the following important 

points regarding how any potential Covid-19 cases 

would be managed in the school context. 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has 

comprehensive procedures in place with the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services to manage sus-

pected or confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

in schools. 

The school will contact the Department of Health and 

Human Services and notify the DET central office to 

activate the established procedures if a student or 

staff member: 

– is a confirmed case. 

– has been in close contact with a confirmed case. 

DHHS defines ‘close contact’ as someone who has 

either: 

 had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact 

with a confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

 shared a closed space for more than two hours 

with someone who is a confirmed case. 

Anyone who is, or who has come into contact with, a 

confirmed case of coronavirus (COVID-19) is required 

to self-quarantine for a period of 14 days. 

All unwell staff and students must stay home. 

Staff or students experiencing compatible symptoms 

with coronavirus (COVID-19) (fever, cough or sore 

throat) whilst at school will be isolated in an appropri-

ate space with suitable supervision and their parent/

carer contacted to come and collect them as soon as 

possible. 

STUDENT ILLNESS 

A reminder that unwell students must not attend 

school, regardless of whether their symptoms are 

compatible with Covid-19 or not. Students who are 

unwell must not return to school until their symp-

toms have ceased. If students begin to feel ill whilst 

at school we will contact their parents and ask that 

the child be collected as soon as possible. We con-

tinue to encourage parents to seek the advice of 

their medical practitioner should their child display 

any symptoms compatible with Covid-19. 

We draw parents’ attention to the Australian Gov-

ernment Health Department website which has the 

following information regarding Covid-19 symptoms: 

We thank everyone in our school community for 

their vigilance and support in helping to keep our 

students and staff safe and healthy. It continues to 

be important that our community remains attentive 

to this. 

 

Symptoms of COVID-19 can range from mild ill-

ness to pneumonia. Some people will recover easi-

ly, and others may get very sick very quickly. Peo-

ple with coronavirus may experience symptoms 

such as: 

 Fever 

 respiratory symptoms such as coughing, sore 

throat and/or shortness of breath. 

Other symptoms can include runny nose, head-

ache, muscle or joint pains, nausea, diarrhoea, 

vomiting, loss of sense of smell, altered sense of 

taste, loss of appetite and fatigue. 

To stop the spread of COVID-19 people with even 

mild symptoms of respiratory infection should get 

tested. 

Source: www.health.gov.au 

IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION 

WHEN IS MY CHILD OK TO COME TO SCHOOL? 

The circumstances where students are not to attend 
school are when: 

1) They are a confirmed Covid-19 case. 

2) They are a close contact of a confirmed case. 

3) They have been directed to self-isolate by 
DHHS. 

4) They are unwell. 

If your children fits into any of the categories above, 
they should not attend school. Otherwise, they 
would be right to come. 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19#how-to-get-tested
https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/what-you-need-to-know-about-coronavirus-covid-19#how-to-get-tested

