
 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 

Tel: 5432 2236  

Email: goornong.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Dates to Remember 
A reminder that Prep students have a rest day and do not 

attend school on Wednesdays during February. 

Next Week 

Thur 4th Feb Performing Arts Program begins 

Fri 5th Feb  Cooking with Mrs Johnson begins 

Term 1 

Fri 12th Feb  MARC Library 

Mon 15th Feb School Council Meeting 

Fri 26th Feb  MARC Library 

Wed 3rd Mar Preps first Wednesday at school. 

Fri 5th Mar  Campaspe Cluster Swimming Carnival 

   Grades 3-6 @ Rochester 

Mon 8th Mar  Public Holiday 

Fri 12th Mar  MARC Library 

Mon 15th Mar School Council AGM & Meeting 

Fri 26th Mar  MARC Library 

Thurs 1st April Last day of Term 1, 2.15 dismissal 

Fri 2nd April  Good Friday 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term One  Thurs 28th Jan—Thurs 1st April 

Term Two  Mon 19th April—Fri 25th June 

Term Three  Mon 12th July—Fri 17th Sept 

Term Four  Mon 4th Oct—Fri 17th Dec 

Friday 29th January, 2021 

Issue 01 

Assembly 

There are two assemblies each week at Goornong PS. 

The first is a short assembly at 9.00am on Monday 

mornings where the students and teachers sing the 

National Anthem and are filled in on upcoming events 

for the week. 

The second is on Friday afternoons at 3pm. This as-

sembly is hosted by our Student Leadership Group and 

is where student awards are presented. 

Parents are most welcome to attend both assemblies! 

 

Our 2021 Preps, Patrick, William, Mason and Mack.  





Welcome to the 2021 school year! I trust that all stu-

dents, parents, staff and members of our school commu-

nity enjoyed a safe and relaxing summer holidays with 

family and friends. 

As we begin the school year, please feel free to come and 

see me if you wish to discus any aspect of your child’s 

schooling, or have any questions or concerns. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS 

Welcome to our 2021 Preps—Mason, Patrick, Mack and 

William. We hope you all make lots of friends and enjoy 

learning and playing at Goornong PS! 

WELCOME NEW FAMILIES 

This year we welcome four new families into our school 

community. We look forward to a building a strong part-

nership with you all and supporting your children to 

achieve their best. We understand that starting at a new 

school may be daunting so please feel free to contact me 

if you have any questions. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

It has been wonderful to see all students proudly wearing 

the Goornong PS uniform over the first few days of the 

new school year. Thank you to all parents and students 

who have supported our uniform policy. 

A copy of our Uniform Policy is available on our website. 

SCHOOL PRIVACY POLICY 

At the beginning of each school year we remind our 

school community of our privacy policy. Our school col-

lects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent per-

sonal information for standard school functions or where 

permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy. 

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collec-

tion statement, found on our website: 

Privacy Collection Statement  

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ 

Privacy Policy — information for parents.  

CLASSROOM CHANGES 

Over the first couple of days I’m sure the students and 

many parents would have noticed that the Grade Prep-

Two and Grade Three-Six classrooms have moved to dif-

ferent locations. Please feel free to come into the school 

and let your child give you a tour of the new classroom 

locations. 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
HATS AT SCHOOL 

Well done to those students who have been organised with 

their hat! A reminder that hats need to be worn from mid-

August until the end of April as part of our school’s 

SunSmart Policy. Please ensure that your child has a navy 

blue wide-brimmed hat to wear at school. Students who do 

not have a hat are asked to play in the shade on the veran-

da during playtime and lunchtime. 

Please note that on days of extreme heat we tend to stay 

indoors during playtime and lunchtime. 

BUSINESS MANAGER DAYS 

Please note that our Business Manager, Melissa, will be 

working every Tuesday and Wednesday this year. We en-

courage parents to contact the school on Melissa’s work 

days with any financial or administration queries as the re-

ception desk is unattended on the other days. 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 

From time to time parents may have a question or concern 

regarding their child’s time at school. We find that effective 

communication between home and school and vice versa 

ensures that we are all on the same page with regards to 

any issues relating to your child. 

Whilst our school staff aim to be approachable, we do ask 

that parents be aware that in the morning prior to school is 

a busy time with teachers getting organised for the day 

ahead and listening to students read. As such, this is not 

always the best time for an effective conversation to take 

place. Similarly, immediately after school the teachers are 

on duty to ensure the safety of the students as they exit the 

school. 

As such, we encourage parents to make an appointment to 

see their child’s teacher or the school principal if they have 

a concern or have received a report from their child. This 

ensures our staff are able to allocate the time necessary for 

an effective conversation and we can work together to clar-

ify the issue and work out a resolution. 

PREFERRED METHODS OF COMMUNICATION 

To enable effective communication throughout the remote 

learning periods last year school staff used a range of com-

munication methods such as text message and Messenger 

to communicate with parents. 

Now that we are back to learning on-site, we ask that par-

ents please contact school staff via the school phone or 

email. Out of respect for our hard-working staff, we also ask 

that parents only contact school staff during school hours 

(8.30am-4.30pm). We thank parents for their cooperation 

with this. 

(Principal’s Report continued over page). 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
http://www.goornongps.vic.edu.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Privacy_Collection_Statement-1.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx


HIGH FIVES 

A few high fives to begin the school 

year. 

Firstly, to Hunter and Fiona who looked 

after the chooks over the summer holi-

days—We really appreciate your help 

with this! 

Secondly, to our groundskeeper Les who has put 

in a power of work throughout the holidays to get 

the school looking neat and tidy for our return this 

week—thanks heaps Les! 

Finally, to our cleaner Fiona who has spent a great 

deal of time giving the inside of the school a thor-

ough clean ready for the start of school—the re-

sults certainly show that you take a lot of pride in 

your work Fiona! 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER                                                                   

We wish to inform our school community that our 

school is included on the Bushfire At Risk Register, as 

set by the Education Department, for the 2020-2021 

Summer. This means that our school is required to close 

on days declared as Code Red in the Northern Country 

Bureau of Meteorology district. 

Code Red days are announced by the Emergency Man-

agement Commissioner of Victoria no later than 

1.00pm on the day preceding the Code Red day. Once a 

Code Red day is announced, our school will notify all 

families that the school will be closed. 

2021 CLASSROOM STRUCTURE 

Following some staffing appointments over the school 

holiday period, I wish to confirm our staff team for 2021. 

Team Goornong PS 2021 

 Jason Cox—Principal and Teacher. 

 Jane McAdam—Grade P-2 Teacher & Art Teacher. 

 Sheridan Patton—Grade 3-6 Teacher. 

 Kellie Sexton—Part-time Teacher and Tutor. 

 Karren Jackman—Education Support. 

 Tearna Filbey—Education Support. 

 Melissa Payne—Business Manager. 

 Felicity Johnson—Garden Science Program. 

 Sue Gentry—MARC Library Teacher. 

 Anna Kemp—Performing Arts Teacher. 

 Fiona Ryan—Cleaner. 

 Les Varker—Groundskeeper. 

 Jason Carty—Bus Driver. 

SCHOOL TIMETABLE 

To give parents some insight into what a typical day at 

Goornong PS looks like for the students, below is our usu-

al timetable: 

9.00am—11.00am:  Literacy Block. 

11.00am—11.30am: Recess. 

11.30am-12.30pm: Mathematics. 

12.30pm-1.30pm:  Other Curriculum Subjects. 

1.30pm—1.40pm:  Eat Lunch. 

1.40pm—2.15pm:  Lunch Play. 

2.15pm—3.15pm  Other Curriculum Subjects. 

We also ask that parents please note the Specialist Sub-

ject days for each class: 

Please note that Chinese will run in Semester 2 only this 

year. 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 

Subject Grade P-2 Grade 3-6 

PE Mondays & Wednesdays  

Art Mondays Wednesdays 

Performing Arts Thursdays Thursdays 

MARC Library Every 2nd Friday  

Cooking Fridays in Term 1  

SCHOOL FEES AND COLLECTION OF SUPPLIES 

A big thank you to those parents and students who came 

into the school on Wednesday to collect the school sup-

plies and pay a portion of the fees—your support with this 

is greatly appreciated! 

For those families who are yet to pay the initial portion of 

fees, we ask that you please make arrangements with 

Melissa ASAP. 

Jason Cox 

Principal 



 

READING AT HOME 

EXPECTATIONS 
From next week, all students will begin to bring home books (home readers). Research shows that 

children who are regular readers achieve higher Literacy outcomes than those who are not. To 

support your child’s reading development, we ask that all students (including those in Grade 5-6) 

read aloud to an adult at home at least 4-5 times per week. 

Each student has been given a Home Reading Diary and 

we ask that parents please fill this in and sign it each time 

their child reads at home. The diary should be filled in with 

the title of the text, the page numbers that were read and 

the signature of the parent or adult who listened to the child 

read. 

This year we will be recognising those students who regu-

larly read at home through awards presented at our Friday 

afternoon assembly. 

 

Below are some tips for home reading with your child: 

 Establish a routine for home reading—perhaps for 10-15 minutes before bedtime each night. 

 Share the reading with your child. It helps a child’s reading to hear a fluent adult read aloud. 

Perhaps take it in turns to read a page. 

 Understanding what you’ve read is the goal of reading. Support your child to understand by; 

 Looking at the cover and asking what they think the book is about. 

 Discussing what is happening in the story. 

 Asking questions about the story, such as “Why did the character act in that way?” or 

“What do you think will happen next?” 

 Give children time to sound out a difficult word before giving them assistance. 

 

For younger students who are just beginning to read: 

 Get them to point to each word as they/you read it. 

 Say the beginning sound to help prompt letter recognition. 

 Talk about what is happening in the picture, use the pictures to figure out those tricky words. 

 Children are very good at orally memorising stories or rhymes, so to encourage and build 

word knowledge randomly point to sight words on each page such as I/ a/ in/ is/ to get stu-

dents used to recognising words. 

 

Most of all, have fun! Enjoy sharing books with your child and feel proud that you may just be cre-

ating a love of text for your child that will last their lifetime! 




