
 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 

Tel: 5432 2236  

Email: goornong.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards 

Awards are presented at assembly, which begins at 3pm 

each Friday afternoon. Parents are most welcome to 

come along! 

Please note that with school finishing at 2.15pm next 

Thursday, there will be no assembly next week. We hope 

all families have a safe Easter break! 

Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Thurs 1st April Last day of Term 1, 2.15 dismissal 

Fri 2nd April  Good Friday 

Term 2 

Fri 23rd April School ANZAC Service @ 9am 

   MARC Library 

Tues 27th April Playgroup @ school, 10am—11.30am 

Wed 28th April Gym Program, Palmers Gym, Bendigo 

Fri 30th April Campaspe Cluster Cross Country 

   Grade P-6 @ Elmore 

Wed 5th May Gym Program, Palmers Gym, Bendigo 

Fri 7th May  MARC Library 

11th—13th May NAPLAN Testing, Grades 3 & 5 

Mon 17th May School Council Meeting 

Wed 19th May Gym Program, Palmers Gym, Bendigo 

Fri 21st May  MARC Library 

Mon 24th May Gr. 6 Leadership Excursion to Melb. 

Wed 26th May Gym Program, Palmers Gym, Bendigo 

Mon 31st May Student-Free Day 

Fri 4th June  MARC Library 

Fri 18th June MARC Library 

Mon 21st June School Council Meeting 

Fri 25th June Last day of Term 2, 2.15pm dismissal 

2021 Term Dates 

Term One  Thurs 28th Jan—Thurs 1st April 

Term Two  Mon 19th April—Fri 25th June 

Term Three  Mon 12th July—Fri 17th Sept 

Term Four  Mon 4th Oct—Fri 17th Dec 

Friday 26th March, 2021 
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Award    This Week            Last Week    

P-2 
Literacy 

Brock K Lola A 

P-2 
Maths 

Max M Amy O 

P-2 
Values 

Hunter R ——— 

3-6 
Literacy 

Wade N Daniel J 

3-6 
Maths 

Daniel J Marli O 

3-6 
Values 

Jaxson R  Jesse C 

Principal 
Award 

Audrey A Marli O 

P-2 
Home Reading 

Mason D, Mary K 
Mack, Eddie, Brock, 

Lola, Amy 

3-6 
Home Reading 

Max A, Daniel J Lucy O, Harry M 

Fortnightly Video Wrap 

Beginning this week, the school will be pro-
ducing a fortnightly video showcasing the 
highlights and happenings at school. This 

Fortnightly Video Wrap will be distributed to families via 
the UEducateUs App and a unique link. This week’s video 

is available at the following link: 
https://youtu.be/tOPJw1rQNy0  

https://youtu.be/tOPJw1rQNy0


ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 

Well done to those students (and their families) who 

have consistently been arriving at school in a timely man-

ner over the past few weeks. A reminder that we are 

hoping that students are able to arrive by 9am, so that 

they don’t miss the beginning of the morning lesson. If 

possible, it is in students’ best interests to arrive well be-

fore 9am (but not prior to 8.30am) as this allows extra 

time to get organised for the day and for students in the 

junior classroom to read to an adult. 

ABSENCES 

It is important that parents notify the school as soon as 

possible when their child is absent. This ensures that 

teachers are able to code the absence accurately in terms 

of the reason for the absence when marking the roll. The 

preferred way for parents to notify the school of an ab-

sence is via their uEducateUs portal. Alternatively, par-

ents may contact the school by phone. Please note that 

the school is not able to accept verbal messages from 

siblings of absent students. 

To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the 

Education Department, each morning our teachers mark 

the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs sys-

tem. The system automatically generates a notification 

that is sent to parents where a student is marked as an 

unexplained absence. 

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS! 

The Education Department’s motto is that Every Day 

Counts, as there is strong link between consistent attend-

ance at school and a child’s social and academic develop-

ment. 

We understand that there are times when students need 

to miss school, such as when they’re ill or have a medical 

appointment. 

However, we encourage parents to be aware that attend-

ance patterns are established early in a child’s education-

al journey—a child regularly missing days in kindergarten 

or in the early years of school creates habits which can be 

very difficult to break. 

We remind parents that: 

 Students need to attend school regularly to make the 

most of educational opportunities. 

 There is a direct link between school attendance and 

achievement later in life. 

 Poor patterns of attendance in the early years lead to 

Principal’s Report 
poor patterns of attendance throughout the school 

years. 

 Poor attendance makes it difficult to form positive 

relationships with their peers. 

As such, we encourage parents to meet with their child’s 

teacher if they are having attendance issues so we can 

work together to get your child to school each day. 

Our school’s goal is to have an average of no more than 

12 days absent per student for the year. Well done to 

the Grade Preps who have the least number of average 

absent days to date. Well done also to the following stu-

dents who have achieved over 95% attendance for Term 

1—Mason, Patrick, Mack, Marli, Mary, Daniel and Eddie. 

PERSONAL PROPERTY BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 

Personal property is often brought to school by students, 

staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, calcu-

lators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on 

school premises. The Department of Education wishes to 

advise that it does not hold insurance for personal prop-

erty brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for 

any loss or damage to such property. As such students 

and staff are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary 

or particularly valuable items to school. 

STUDENT ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

The Department of Education wishes to advise that it 

does not provide personal accident insurance or ambu-

lance cover for students. Parents and guardians of stu-

dents, who do not have student accident insurance/

ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of 

medical treatment for injured students, including the 

cost of ambulance attendance / transport and any other 

transport costs. 
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AVERAGE ABSENT DAYS PER STUDENT FOR TERM 1 



CLUSTER CROSS COUNTRY RUN DETAILS 

Each year our school participates in the Campaspe Clus-

ter Cross Country run. This year’s event will be held at the 

Elmore Field Days site in the second week of Term 2 

(Friday 30th April) and is for all students in Years Prep-Six. 

On the day, students are split into three age groups ac-

cording to their age at 31st December this year. Five, six 

and seven year olds will run a 1km course; eight, nine and 

ten year olds a 2km course; and 11 & 12 year olds a 3km 

course. The approximate program for the day is: 

11.15am Depart Goornong PS on the bus. 

12.15pm 5,6,7yo 1km Race. 

12.40pm 8,9,10yo 2km Race. 

1.20pm 11,12,13yo 3km Race. 

2.00pm Presentations. 

2.30pm Depart for Goornong PS. 

The Cluster Cross Country is always an enjoyable after-

noon and we look forward to seeing many parents at the 

venue to cheer our students along. Parents who hold a 

valid Working with Children Check Card are welcome to 

travel with us on the bus. Please see me prior to the day 

if you wish to take up this opportunity. 

Please find attached to today’s newsletter a permission 

form for this excursion, to be completed and returned to 

the school. 

GYM PROGRAM DETAILS 

Our Gym Program begins on Wednesday 28th April and 

will see our students travel to Palmer’s Gym in Bendigo 

for four gym sessions. All students will participate in ac-

tivities around fitness, coordination, flexibility and fun. 

The students will use a range of equipment at the Gym 

including trampolines and the foam pit. The Gym Pro-

gram forms part of our school’s Physical Education Curric-

ulum. There is no cost to families. 

Attached to today’s newsletter is a permission form for 

these excursions. Please note that each session runs from 

1.30pm-2.30pm. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

At the School Council AGM held on Monday 22nd March 

the 2020 Annual Report was presented and office bearers 

were elected. A copy of the Annual Report is available on 

the school website. 

I would like to introduce our School Council for 2021: 

 Rachel Mill, President & Parent Member 

 Ben Matthews, Vice-President & Parent Member 

 Sarah Ormesher, Secretary & Parent Member 
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 Terri James, Parent Member 

 Jason Cox, Executive Officer 

 Sheridan Patton, DEECD Member 

Congratulations to Rachel Mill who has once again been 

elected our school council president; and to Ben Mat-

thews who is vice-president. I wish both of them all the 

best as they continue in these roles in 2021. 

At the council meeting which followed the AGM, the fol-

lowing school documents were reviewed, discussed and 

approved: 

 2021 Final Budget. 

 2021-2024 School Strategic Plan. 

 2021 Annual Implementation Plan. 

A copy of the Strategic Plan and Annual Implantation 

Plan are available on the school website. 

2021 SCHOOL CAMPS 

We ask our Grade Three-Four and Grade Five-Six families 

to please take note of the following information regard-

ing our 2021 school camps. 

School camps provide a wonderful opportunity for        

students to gain new experiences, as well as building    

resilience and teamwork. Our school combines with 

schools from the Campaspe Small Schools Cluster 

(Elmore PS, OLSH Elmore, Raywood PS, Nanneella Estate 

PS & Colbinabbin PS) for all camps. This gives our stu-

dents the opportunity to meet and make friends with 

students from other schools. The following camps will be 

offered in 2021. 

Grade Three-Four Camp 

Destination:  Billabong Ranch, Echuca. 

Dates:  Wed 18th — Fri 20th August. 

Approx. Cost: $ 200 

Further details and an expression of interest for the 

Grade 3-4 camp will be sent home to families at a later 

date. 

Grade Five-Six Camp 

Destination:  Canberra 

Dates:  Mon 22nd — Fri 26th November. 

Approx. Cost: $ 640 

Thank you to those Grade 5-6 families who have re-

turned the expression of interest for the Canberra Camp.  

We now ask that these families please pay the $50 camp 

deposit (statements accompany today’s newsletter). 

Principal 

Jason Cox 



Goornong Playgroup 
The first playgroup session for 2021 will be 

held on  

Tuesday 27th April 
at the school, from 10.00am—11.30am. 

We invite all members of the Goornong community with 

young children to please come along and meet other 

people in the area who have young children; and also 

use some of your local school’s facilities. 

We would love to have lots of younger siblings of cur-

rent students come along also. 

Morning tea will be provided for both parents and chil-

dren. 

We hope to see you there! 

Please contact the school on 5432 2236 if you require 

any further details. 



FOTS NEWS 
 

   Winter Warmer Raffle 

Our first major fundraiser for the year will be a Winter Warmer Raffle. This 

will be drawn at the end of Term 2. We are now calling on our school com-

munity to help us with prizes for the raffle, including seeking donations 

from local businesses. These may include food items for a hamper, warm 

clothing (new only), camping equipment or a trailer load of wood, etc, etc, 

etc. We are hoping to have all prizes organised by Friday 30th April (2nd 

week of Term 2) so that raffle tickets can then be sent out and sold. Please 

drop off any donations so the school. 

2021 Drovers Arms Hotel Fundraising Raffle 

Once again, the Drovers Arms Hotel in Goornong have been kind enough to allocate our school a spot in their Friday 

night community fundraising meat raffle. As the Drovers Arms donate the raffle prizes, all proceeds go directly to our 

school. We are now calling on parents to fill the roster. This is a great way to contribute to our school’s fundraising 

efforts, whilst supporting a local business who supports our school! 

Volunteers are asked to sell tickets from 6.30pm-7.30pm approx., with the raffle being drawn at approx. 7.45pm. 

There is a roster located at the reception desk for parents to put their name down. Alternatively, feel free to give the 

school a call and we can add your name to the roster. Thanks heaps to those who have already added their name to 

the roster. 

Date Volunteer 

Friday 5th March Nadia Johns 

Friday 2nd April Good Friday. Pub Closed. 

Friday 7th May Alisha Robinson 

Friday 4th June  

Friday 2nd July Alisha Robinson 

Friday 6th August  

Friday 3rd September Nadia Johns 

Friday 1st October  

Friday 5th November  

Friday 3rd December  





All families, please complete this form and 

return to the school. 



All families, please complete this form and 

return to the school. 



All families, please complete this form and 

return to the school. 


