
 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 

Tel: 5432 2236  

Email: goornong.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Dates to Remember 
*Please note that all dates are subject to change given the 

Covid-19 restrictions that are in place at the time. 

 

Term 4 

Mon 18th Oct. School Council Meeting 

Wed 27th Oct. Bendigo Cup Public Holiday 

Tues 2nd Nov Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Fri 5th Nov  Book Week Dress-Up Day 

Tues 9th Nov Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Tues 16th Nov Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Tues 23rd Nov Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Mon 29th Nov Student-Free Day 

Tues 30th Nov Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Tues 7th Dec Orientation (Step Up) Day 

   Little Learners Program, 2.00-3.15pm 

Wed 8th Dec  Swimming Program Session 1 

Fri 10th Dec  Swimming Program Session 2 

Mon 13th Dec Swimming Program Session 3 

Tues 14th Dec Swimming Program Session 4 

Wed 15th Dec Swimming Program Session 5 

Fri 17th Dec  Last day of Term 4, 2.15pm dismissal 

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term One  Mon 31st Jan—Fri 8th Apr 

Term Two  Tues 26th Apr—Fri 24th June 

Term Three  Mon 11th July—Fri 16th Sept 

Term Four  Mon 3rd Oct—Tues 20th Dec 

Friday 8th October, 2021 

Issue 16 

Weekly Awards 

 

Award    This Week            Last Week    

P-2 
Literacy 

Brock K — 

P-2 
Maths 

Emilie J — 

P-2 
Values 

Mary K — 

3-6 
Literacy 

Jesse C — 

3-6 
Maths 

Kahlia R — 

3-6 
Values 

Harry M — 

Principal 
Award 

Lola A — 

P-2 
Home Reading 

T.B.A — 

3-6 
Home Reading 

T.B.A — 

Breakfast Club 

A reminder that our Breakfast Club will be running on each 

Wednesday morning in Term 4. Any students who are at-

tending school on that day, including remote learners who 

are part of the on-site supervision group, are welcome to 

come along. 

We are asking those students who wish to attend to arrive 

at school between 8.15am—8.30am. 

Thank you. 

Karren Jackman 

Breakfast Club Coordinator 



• It continues to remain important that students do not 

attend school when unwell. The most important 

action school communities can take to reduce the 

risk of transmission of COVID-19, is to ensure that 

any unwell staff and students remain at home and 

get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms. 

• Access to the school is limited to essential visitors 

only at this time. This means that parents should not 

enter the school site when dropping off or collecting 

their child unless absolutely necessary. We also ask 

that parents do not congregate in groups at pick-up 

time. 

• The wearing of face masks remains mandatory for 

people over the age of 12 both indoors and out-

doors, including at the school. As such, I ask that 

parents please wear a fitted face mask if needing to 

visit the school. 

• All staff, students and visitors to schools should un-

dertake regular hand hygiene, particularly on arrival 

to school, before and after eating, after blowing their 

Return to School Plan 
As was communicated previously, the Victorian Government’s ‘Return to School Plan’ sets out a staggered plan for our 

Grade 3/4/5/6 students, with the aim being that they will be back to full-time on-site learning from Tuesday 26th October. 

nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. Our staff 

will continue to teach and encourage the students to 

practise good hygiene. 

• The sharing of food is not permitted. 

• All staff, students and visitors should use non-

contact greetings (not shaking hands, hugging or 

kissing). At Goornong PS we are in the habit now of 

doing a ‘foot five’. 

• Visitors continue to be required to check-in electroni-

cally when visiting the school to support contact trac-

ing. This can be done by either scanning the QR 

code with the Service Victoria App on your smart de-

vice, or by filling-in your details on the Kiosk Check-

In computer which has been setup at the reception 

desk 

• Physical distancing (1.5m) from other adults contin-

ues to be required in both indoor and outdoor environ-

ments, including when at the school. 

• We are not able to hold whole school assemblies at 

present. 

KEY COVID-SAFE ARRANGEMENTS FOR SCHOOLS 

The below arrangements are provided to schools as per the advice of the Chief Health Officer. 





Welcome to Term Four of the school year! I hope that all 

students, parents and staff had an enjoyable school holi-

day period and are ready to attack this term with vigour 

and enthusiasm. 

As we begin the final term of the school year, I do wish 

to take a moment to acknowledge and celebrate all that 

was achieved during what was obviously a challenging 

Term 3. Our teachers continued to enhance their capa-

bility to educate the students remotely. We found new 

ways to leverage technology in order to continue to de-

liver a comprehensive and viable curriculum to our stu-

dents. 

Our students continued to show the resilience and en-

thusiasm that we have become accustomed to over the 

past two years. Despite the challenges of remote learn-

ing, they approached each day with a positive attitude, 

demonstrating to the teachers their learning, knowledge 

and creativity. 

Finally, our parents continued to work miracles, some-

how managing to support their children with remote 

learning whist, in many cases, working themselves, look-

ing after younger children and continuing to run a 

household. I take my hat off to every one of you! 

It has been a pleasure to have the Grade P/1/2s back at 

school this week and we are super-excited to welcome 

the Grade 3/4/5/6s back over the coming weeks. 

HATS AT SCHOOL 

Well done to those students who remembered their hats 

at the beginning of Term Four! A reminder that as per 

our school’s SunSmart Policy, hats need to be worn out-

side during Terms One and Four. Please ensure that your 

child has a navy blue wide-brimmed hat to wear at 

school. Students who do not have a suitable hat are 

asked to play in the shade on the veranda during play-

time and lunchtime.  

VENTILATION REQUIREMENTS 

One of the CovidSafe requirements recommended for 

schools is to increase the fresh air flow into indoor spac-

es by keeping doors and windows open as much as pos-

sible. Whilst we use our common sense with regards to 

opening up the school when the weather isn’t conducive 

to do so, we encourage students to bring a jumper to 

school to put on should they need to. 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
2022 SCHOOL YEAR 

Our school has begun planning for the 2022 school year. 

This includes planning around the structure of the school 

in relation to classrooms, teachers and support staff. The 

number of students attending the school has a signifi-

cant impact on our planning as school funding is directly 

linked to the number of enrolments. As such, I ask that 

those parents intending to enrol new students at Goor-

nong PS in 2022 (including Preps) please now return 

their enrolment form. Enrolment forms are available 

from the school should you require one. I also ask that 

parents please contact me if they are not intending to 

send their child to Goornong PS in 2022. I thank families 

for their support with this. 

BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY 

After a number of false starts, we are hopeful of being 

able to hold our Book Week Dress Up Day on Friday 5th 

November. 

In usual circumstances, we would be looking forward to 

welcoming parents and special friends into the school 

for our Book Week Parade. However, due to Covid-19 

restrictions, we are unable to do this. 

Therefor, as we did last year, we have a modified plan to 

involve parents in Book Week this year. 

The students will be parading along the new footpath 

along Grant and Langdon Streets at 9am. We invite par-

ents to park their cars along these streets to watch as we 

walk past. For this plan to be successful, we are asking 

for parent cooperation to ensure Covid-19 guidelines are 

met. This includes: 

 Parents staying in their cars; or, if hopping out, stand-

ing at the bonnet of their car. 

 Parents staying at least 1.5m from the new footpath. 

 Parents avoiding gathering in groups. 

 Parents maintaining at least 1.5m from the school 

group during the parade. 

 Parents wearing a face mask. 

 We will reserve an area near the front entrance for 

parents who walk with their child to school to stand. 

We appreciate the support of parents and our school 

community in respecting the above arrangements, as 

this ensures that we are able to offer this opportunity to 

our students and families. 

(Principal’s Report continued over page). 

 



SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

The next meeting of our School Council is on Monday 18th 

October, Finance Committee at 6.00pm followed by the nor-

mal meeting at 6.15pm. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, this 

meeting will be held remotely via Webex. Packs will be sent 

home on Friday of next week. 

UPATE ON TERM 4 EVENTS 

At the beginning of this Term, school’s were provided with 

guidance from the Education Department regarding Covid-19 

restrictions. I wish to provide parents with an update on the 

impact on school events and programs. 

BIKE EDUCATION 

Our Grade 3-6s usually do Bike Ed in the first four weeks of 

Term 4. We are currently making arrangements for Bike Ed to 

begin once the 3-6s are back at school full-time. More infor-

mation to come. 

GRADE P-2 EXCURSION 

Excursions are not able to occur at present. As such, there will 

be no P-2 excursion this year. 

GRADE 6 GRADUATION 

At present, Graduation Ceremonies are not able to take place. 

We are hopeful that this may change later in Term 4. The 

school recognises that this is an important time for our Grade 

6 students and their families and as such, we will endeavour 

to celebrate our graduates in a way that is special and memo-

rable. More information to come. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

Current restrictions prevent large gatherings for events such 

as concerts and it is likely that this will not change prior to the 

end of the school year. As such, it is highly unlikely that we will 

be able to proceed with the Christmas Concert. Instead, like 

last year, we will be compiling musical items which each class 

will perform at school, into a video which we will send home 

to families in the last week of school. This video will essentially 

be a pre-recorded version of the Christmas Concert which 

families can enjoy at their leisure and in the comfort of their 

lounge room. The students are excited about sharing their 

items with the school community. 

LITTLE LEARNERS PROGRAM & GRADE SIX TRANSITION 

At present, transition visits to schools for next year’s Preps 

and Year 7s are not able to occur. Schools are waiting on fur-

ther guidance from the Education Department on whether 

this will change later in Term 4, as was the case last year. 

More information to come. 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

School swimming programs are able to proceed. We usually 

conduct our Swimming Program in the last two weeks of Term 

4. We are in the process of trying to organise for this to occur 

as usual at the Goornong Pool. 

Principal’s Report 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 

These will take place later in Term 4. We will be sending out 

order forms soon and communicating the date for our school 

photos once it is confirmed. 

GRADE 3/4/5/6 CAMP 

School camps are not able to take place and as such, despite 

our best efforts, there will be no camp for our Grade 3/4/5/6s 

this year. 

GRADE P/1/2 SLEEPOVER 

We were hoping to be able to run a Grade P/1/2 sleepover at 

school again this year, after the success of last year’s inaugural 

event. Unfortunately, overnight stays are not able to occur at 

present so the P/1/2 Sleepover is unable to go ahead. If re-

strictions change we will endeavour to run The Sleepover later 

in Term 4. 

CLUSTER SUMMER SPORTS CARNIVAL 

Interschool sporting events are not able to be held at present 

and as such, the Summer Sports Carnival won’t go ahead. 

PLAYGROUP 

We are currently not able to run our Playgroup due to require-

ments limiting the mixing of visitors with staff and students. If 

restrictions change we would endeavour to run a Playgroup 

Session prior to the end of the year. 

Parents are welcome to give me a call if they have any ques-

tions regarding school programs and events. 

Principal 

Jason Cox 

BOOK WEEK 2021 

Our Book Week dress-up day is  

Friday 5th November 
We will be doing a parade along the new footpath on Grant and 

Landon Streets at 9am. Thus, we encourage parents to park their 

cars along these streets to watch as we go past (please see Prin-

cipal’s Report for more details on this). 

 

On this day students are encouraged to dress up in a costume 

related to this year’s theme— 

Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds 

MARC lessons on this day will be based on some of the short-

listed books. 



Community News 
 

 

 

AFL Central Victoria Junior/Youth Academy –  

Netball Program 

Nomination Form 

Nominations are now being sought for the AFL Central Vic-
toria Netball Academy. Nominate for trials 

by completing the form on the following link:  

https://forms.office.com/r/gj0X8gYVhL 

Nominations close on Friday 5th November 2021. 

In 2022, we will be running the following programs: 

 A specialist program for 14-year-old players in shooting, 
centre court or defence. Players 

select their specialty area with sessions conducted concur-
rently 

 13-year-old program 

 12-year-old program 

Ages are taken at 31st December 2022: 

 Players turning 14 in 2022 (DOB 2008) will be considered 
for the 14-Year-Old Program 

 Players turning 13 in 2022 (DOB 2009) will be considered 
for the 13-Year-Old Program 

 Players turning 12 in 2022 (DOB 2010) will be considered 
for the 12-Year-Old Program 

Please retain the following trial information 

Trials will be conducted at the QEO Netball Courts from 
4.30-6pm: 

12 Years (DOB 2010) 

 Monday 22nd November – registration at 4.15pm 

 Thursday 25th November 

 Tuesday 30th November 

13 Years (DOB 2009) 

 Tuesday 23rd November – registration at 4.15pm 

 Thursday 2nd December 

 Monday 6th December 

14 Years (DOB 2008) 

 Monday 29th November – registration at 4.15pm 

 Tuesday 7th December 

It is recommended that players attend a minimum of two 
trials. 

Please email Carol Cathcart,  

carol.cathcart@aflcentralvic.com.au, if you have any fur-
ther questions. 






