
 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 

Tel: 5432 2236  

Email: goornong.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards Dates to Remember 
Next Week 

Wed 6th April  Cluster Cross Country, P-6 @ Elmore 

Fri 8th April  Last day of Term 1, 2.15pm dismissal 

Term 2 

Mon 25th April ANZAC Day 

Tues 26th April First day of Term 2 

Fri 29th April  MARC Library 

Sun 7th May  Mother’s Day 

10th—13th May NAPLAN Testing (Gr 3s & 5s) 

Fri 13th May  MARC Library 

Mon 16th May School Council 

Wed 25th May Special Person’s Day 

   2023 Prep Parent Info Session, 5.30pm 

Fri 27th May  MARC Library 

Fri 10th June  MARC Library 

Mon 20th June School Council 

Tues 21st June Whole-School Excursion to Melbourne 

Friday 24th June MARC Library 

   Last day of Term 2, 2.15pm dismissal 

2022 Term Dates 

Term One  Mon 31st Jan—Fri 8th Apr 

Term Two  Tues 26th Apr—Fri 24th June 

Term Three  Mon 11th July—Fri 16th Sept 

Term Four  Mon 3rd Oct—Tues 20th Dec 

Friday 1st April, 2022 

Issue 05 

Award    This Week            Last Week    

P-2 
Literacy 

Oliver Patrick 

P-2 
Maths 

Patrick Emillie 

P-2 
Values 

Archie  

3-6 
Literacy 

Ruby Harry 

3-6 
Maths 

Harry Lucy 

3-6 
Values 

Ted Olivia 

Principal 
Award 

Patrick  

 

 

“Friends of the School” (FOTS) is a fun, inclusive,  
welcoming group of parents that fund raise and help  
organise events for the Goornong Primary school. 
Many hands make light work, and as we have lost several 
of parents as their children have moved on to high 
school, we are looking for new members! 
It is a great way to get involved and meet new people 
(and it really is easy and not too demanding on anyone's 
time if we all pitch in just a little bit!) one day a year 
helps!  If you’re interested in being involved, please  
contact the school and we will add you to our  
correspondence so you can join us and stay in the loop. 
Mother’s Day 
Once again we will be organising a special gift for all the 
wonderful Mums for Mother’s Day. We ask that each  
student please bring $5 to school in a clearly named and 
labelled envelope prior to the end of this term to cover 
the cost of the materials for the special gift. The special 
gift will then be sent home with the students in the week  
leading up to Mother’s Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Harry, Max and Olivia were excited about creating tie dye 

clothing with Ella and Trudi at OSHClub this week. 



To enrol your child go to:  

https://www.oshclub.com.au/vic/

goornong-primary-school/ and click 

on the Join OSHClub button. 

 

What’s coming up at OSHClub? 

 

 

We are excited to announce that at our most recent School 
Council meeting the plans for the construction of an Outdoor 
Learning Space were approved and a contractor engaged. Many 
in our school community would be aware that this was a project 
that we had been fundraising for prior to the interruptions of 
the past two years. Through the efforts of our school  
community, $23,000 was raised towards the project—a fantastic 
achievement and a credit to our ‘can do’ community! In addition 
to this, we have also managed to source a grant from the  
Fosterville Mine of $38,000! We send our sincere thanks to 
Trudi, Will and the Fosterville Mine for their support of our 
school. 
As can be seen from the drawings, the space will involve the  
extension of the existing timber veranda on the southern side of 
the school building near the current P/1/2 and 3/4/5/6  
classrooms to create a large area of decking. This space will be 
covered by an aluminium roof, providing shade from the sun and 
protection from rain; and will be fitted with tables and seats. 
This space will be a wonderful addition to our school facilities and 
will become an ‘outdoor classroom’ that can be used for a range 
of subjects. It will also provide an outdoor seated area for  
students to eat their snacks and lunch, and will be available for 
those students who prefer to sit and do quiet activities during 
playtime and lunchtime. 
It is anticipated that the project will be completed by the end of 
2022 and we are currently working with the builder on a timeline 
for construction to take place during either the July or  
September school holidays, so as to cause minimal disruption 
during school time. 
Exciting times! Stay tuned! 
 

  MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Next Week 
 

Week beginning 
Mon 4th April 

Lemon  
Volcano’s 

  
Ice Cream in a 

bag 

Nature Walk 
(with walkie 

talkies) 
Ant farm  

setup 

Cup Cake 
cooking (as 

gift to other 
students for 
end of term) 

Lemon  
Volcano’s 

  
Ice Cream in a 

bag 

  
Jewellery 

making 

First Week of 
Term 2 

 
Week beginning 
Mon 25th April 

ANZAC Day 
 

No OSHClub 

Sensory 
Smell, Touch, 
Taste comp 

  

  
Hand/Finger 

painting 

Slime 
  

Rock Candy 

Nature Walk 
(with walkie 

talkies) 
Ant farm care 

https://www.oshclub.com.au/vic/goornong-primary-school/
https://www.oshclub.com.au/vic/goornong-primary-school/


TERM 1 REFLECTION 

Wow! Hasn’t Term 1 flown by! Can you believe that it’s 
April and the school holidays are almost upon us? With 
next week being the last week of school for Term 1,  
today’s newsletter will be the last until next term. 
I wish to congratulate all students and staff for their  
efforts and achievements throughout Term 1. It has been 
terrific to have the certainty and consistency of on-site 
learning and as principal, I have been extremely proud of 
the way the students have settled in to the routines of 
school after the interruptions of 2020 and 2021! I wish 
everyone a safe Easter holidays and look forward to a 
positive Term 2. 
PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
A big thank you to those parents who have participated 
in parent-teacher interviews over the past few weeks. It 
was a pleasure for the teachers to talk to parents about 
how their child is doing at school. 
CLUSTER CROSS COUNTRY RUN DETAILS 
Each year our school participates in the Campaspe  
Cluster Cross Country run. This year’s event will be held 
at the Elmore Field Days site on Wednesday 6th April and 
is for all students in Years Prep-Six. 
On the day, students are split into three age groups ac-
cording to their age at 31st December this year. Five, six 
and seven year olds will run a 1km course; eight, nine and 
ten year olds a 2km course; and 11 & 12 year olds a 3km 
course. The approximate program for the day is: 
11.15am Depart Goornong PS on the bus. 
12.15pm 5,6,7yo 1km Race. 
12.40pm 8,9,10yo 2km Race. 
1.20pm 11,12,13yo 3km Race. 
2.00pm Presentations. 
2.30pm Depart for Goornong PS. 
The Cluster Cross Country is always an enjoyable  
afternoon and we look forward to seeing many parents at 
the venue to cheer our students along. Please note that 
our Cluster Cross Country event falls in line with the  
current School Sport Victoria guidelines regarding  
Covid-19. 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 
At the School Council AGM held on Tuesday 22nd March 
the 2021 Annual Report was presented and office bearers 
were elected. A copy of the Annual Report is now availa-
ble on the school website under the documents tab. 
I would like to introduce our School Council for 2022: 
• Rachel Mill, President & Parent Member 
• Ben Matthews, Vice-President & Parent Member 
• Sarah Ormesher, Secretary & Parent Member 
• Terri James, Parent Member 
• Jess Nickson, Parent Member 
• Jason Cox, Executive Officer 
• Jacinta Deane, DEECD Member 

Principal’s Report 
Congratulations to Rachel Mill who has once again been 
elected our school council president; and to Ben  
Matthews who is vice-president. I wish both of them all 
the best as they continue in these roles in 2022. 
The next meeting of our School Council is on Monday 
16th May. 
SCHOOL CLEANER  
I wish to offer my sincere thanks to our wonderful  
cleaner, Fiona, who finished up last week. Fiona has 
been our cleaner for the past three years and her  
attention to detail and thoroughness has been greatly 
appreciated by the staff and students alike. Fiona took a 
great deal of pride in her work and our school was  
certainly fortunate to have her as part of our team. I 
thank Fiona for her contribution to our school. 
I welcome our new cleaner, Catalina Carty, to the  
Goornong PS team! 
GRADE P/1/2 EDUCATION SUPPORT POSITION 
This week we welcomed Leanne Holm to our staff team. 
Leanne will be working as an integration aide in the 
Grade P/1/2 classroom for a few weeks whilst Tearna is 
on leave. 
AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
We now have eleven students enrolled and attending 
OSHClub on a regular basis throughout the week, which 
is terrific given the service has just started. A big thank 
you to those families who have enrolled their child/
children. 
POSSUM MAGIC 
The students have been excited to find that a possum 
has setup residence high up in the grapevine. Eddie has 
named him Phoenix. We are reliably informed by animal 
welfare that our grapevine appears to have become the 
possum’s ‘safe place’ during the day. With the student’s 
regularly checking to make sure Phoenix is ok, we  
wonder how long it will be before Phoenix decides to 
find a quieter home.  
ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL—EVERY DAY COUNTS 
After the interruptions of the past two years it has been 
terrific to see most students getting back into the routine 
of regular attendance at school. Whilst parents have 
rightly maintained a heightened awareness of keeping 
their child home when unwell and adhering to Covid-19 
isolation requirements, it is pleasing to see students at-
tending school when they are fit and able. 
As of 31.03.2022 there had been 42 days of school and 
we are averaging 3.6 absence days per student—a good 
result! 
Well done to the following students who have achieved  

100% attendance in Term One—Riley B, Mary K, Brock K, 

Jackson L and Patrick S. 

 
Principal’s Report continued over page. 



I wish to remind parents of the importance of regular  
attendance at school. Attendance patterns are  
established early—a child regularly missing days in  
kindergarten or in the early years of school creates habits 
which can be very difficult to break. As an example, a 
child missing one day every two weeks is the equivalent 
of missing 20 days a year! That’s the equivalent of almost 
one year  
of schooling by the end of Grade 6! 
We encourage parents to meet with their child’s teacher 
if they are having attendance issues so we can work  
together to get your child to school each day. 
It is now Education Department Policy that schools notify 
parents on the day when a student is absent and the 
school has not been provided with a reason for the 

Principal’s Report Continued 
 absence. As such, we ask that parents please notify the 
school in the morning if their child is going to be absent 
from school that day. Parents are able to notify the 
school of absences via their uEducateUs portal or by  
contacting the school by phone. Please note that the 
school is not able to accept verbal messages from  
siblings of absent students. 
To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the 
Education Department, each morning, our teachers mark 
the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs  
system. The system automatically generates a  
notification that is sent to parents where a student is 
marked as an unexplained absence. 
Jason Cox 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

After a couple of false starts we finally made it to the Goornong Train Station on Wednesday. The students had a 

terrific time planting trees, shrubs and plants in the newly created garden beds. It was wonderful to see the students’ 

sense of pride and enthusiasm that they were contributing to the local community in a positive way. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore the technology behind some of the iconic designs of Da Vinci,  
currently on display in the Discovery Centre in this workshop.  
Students will get hands-on to create interactive moving masterpieces. 
Turn cogs, spin wheels and move levers to create a customised machine. 
Take them home to show off to friends! These machines will introduce 
students to the function of cams, an important part of many common 
mechanisms used in our everyday life. We will explore how simple shapes 
can turn into elaborate movements to make incredible interactive art 
pieces that rotate, wave, or even dance. 
Workshop sessions run for 90 minutes for high-ability students and those seeking extension in Grades 3-6.   
Participation is FREE for Victorian Government school students and will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays (3pm to 
4:30pm) through the Term 1 school holidays at Discovery. Bookings via Eventbrite are essential https://
tinyurl.com/2p8tw8z7 . Use your child’s teachers’ email address to secure a spot. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/2p8tw8z7
https://tinyurl.com/2p8tw8z7

