
Our school values—teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards 
Dates to Remember 

A reminder that Prep students have a rest day and do not attend 
school on Wednesdays during February. 

Next Week 

Wed 4th Feb  Breakfast Club begins. 

Term 1 

Mon 16th Feb  MARC Library 

   School Council Meeting 

Sun 22nd Feb ‘Back to School BBQ & Fun Day’ 

Wed 25th Feb Cluster Swim Carnival @ Elmore (Gr 3-6s) 

Mon 2nd Mar  MARC Library 

Wed 4th Mar  Preps first Wednesday at school 

Mon 9th Mar  Public Holiday 

11th—20th Mar NAPLAN Testing (Gr. 3 & 5) 

Mon 16th Mar  MARC Library 

   School Council AGM & Meeting 

Mon 30th Mar  MARC Library 

Wed 1st April  Cluster Cross Country @ Elmore (Gr P-6s) 

Thur 2nd April Last day of Term 1, 2.15 dismissal 

Fri 3rd April  Good Friday 

 

2026 School Term Dates 

Term 1: Wed 28th Jan—Thurs 2nd April 

Term 2: Mon 20th April—Fri 26th June 

Term 3: Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term 4: Mon 6th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

Breakfast Club 

Breakfast Club is back for another year and will 

begin next week. The Breakfast Club will run 

each Wednesday morning in the staff room and 

offers a free breakfast of toast, cereal, milo and 

juice. 

We are asking students who wish to attend to please  

arrive at school between 8.15am—8.30am. 

Thanks, Tearna Filbey  
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Welcome Back to School BBQ & Fun Day 

We invite all of our families and members of our school community to 

our ‘Welcome Back to School BBQ’ at the Goornong Swimming 

Pool. 

Sunday 22nd February, 12noon—2pm. 

Free Sausage Sizzle. 

Drinks available for purchase from the pool kiosk. 

Opportunity to reconnect with the school community and meet new 

families. 

Please join us for a fun and relaxing afternoon. 

Entry to the pool will be at no charge—thank you to the Goornong 

Pool Committee for this! 

 

 

 

 

 

Award    This Week            Last Week    
P-1 Literacy 

  

P-1 Maths 
  

P-1 Values  
  

2-3 Literacy 
  

2-3 Maths 
  

2-3 Values  
  

4-6 Literacy 
  

4-6 Maths 
  

4-6 Values  
  

Principal Award 
  

Being the first week back 

there are no awards this 

week. 

The first lot of weekly 

awards will be presented 

at assembly next Friday 

afternoon at 3pm. 

We invite parents to come 

along! 



DIGITAL APPLICATIONS 

We wish to make parents aware of the different smart phone Apps and communication mediums that the 

schools uses to communicate and connect with parents and families. 

Please feel free to contact Jason or Jacinta if you have any questions or feedback regarding the 

communication platforms the school uses to connect with parents. Our aim is to utilise technology to keep 

parents connected with what’s happening in the school, whilst keeping things as simple as possible. 

 

 The school has a private Facebook group open only to parents/carers of 

current students. The group is managed by the school staff, with the 

purpose of helping parents to stay connected to the school. We try to 

share important school events and keep parents up-to-date with what's 

happening at school via this group, and also share photos and stories 

from special events. 

To join the group, simply search Goornong Primary School Parents and 

Staff, or click on the link below and ask to join. Please note that we are 

only able to accept parents/carers of current students into this group. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/1792475721175814/  

We remind parents that the Facebook group is not the appropriate forum 

to raise or discuss any issues or concerns. In these instances, a phone call 

or face-to-face discussion with the school staff is preferred. 

 Class Dojo is another medium we use to share happenings in the 

classrooms and the school with parents. The content of Class Dojo is 

similar to that of the Facebook group, however it also has messaging 

capability so that parents can communicate with teachers and vice versa. 

We do ask parents to be mindful that the teachers are not regularly 

checking for messages on Class Dojo, so please contact us by phone if 

you have an important message. 

Parents will receive a sheet containing easy to follow steps on how to 

connect to Class Dojo, including their 2026 class codes, which are 

different from the 2025 ones. 

If you have any further questions in regards to Class Dojo, feel free to 

contact your child’s teacher. 

Please note that Class Dojo includes ‘pop-ups’ that ask parents to pay for 

a subscription. We wish to confirm with parents that there is no need to 

pay any fees or subscriptions as all of the functions that the school uses 

are free! Please ignore any requests for payments from Class Dojo! 

 Parents will need access to the UEducateUs system for a few reasons. 

Parents are able to book their interview time during scheduled Parent-

Teacher Interviews and also access a digital version of their child’s report 

through UEducateUs. As such, We strongly encourage all parents to 

download the UEducateUs App onto their smart phone and to enable 

notifications. For our new families, a letter with your username and 

password was provided earlier this week. 

If you need any help in getting this setup, please feel free to come and see 

Jacinta on a Tuesday or Wednesday and she will be happy to assist. 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/1792475721175814/


Welcome to the 2026 school year! I hope that the school 

holidays were relaxing and enjoyable for all students, 

parents and staff. 

As we begin the school year, I encourage all families to 

please feel free to come and see me if you wish to discuss 

any aspect of your child’s schooling, or have any questions 

or concerns. 

It’s been terrific to see each classroom and the learning 

environment as a whole running smoothly over the first 

couple of days. I wish to congratulate the teachers for their 

efforts to ensure a smooth start to the year; and the students 

for their positive attitude getting back into the routine of 

school. I also thank parents for your support in helping your 

child to get back into the routine of school attendance after 

the summer holidays. 

WELCOME NEW STUDENTS & FAMILIES 

It’s always a privilege to see the smiling faces of our 

beginning Prep students on their first day of school and 

yesterday was no exception, with the classroom abuzz with 

excitement and no doubt some nerves as well. 

This year we have eight students beginning Prep at 

Goornong PS—welcome to Wyatt, Mckenna, Hamish, 

Charlotte, Jack, Poppy, Harvey and Gracie. We also 

welcome Gracie’s sister, Olivia (Gr 2), who is beginning at 

our school this year. We hope you all make lots of friends 

and enjoy learning and playing at Goornong PS! 

This year we have six new families joining our school 

community. I welcome you all and look forward to building 

a strong partnership with you to support your child’s 

journey. We understand that starting at a new school may 

be daunting so please feel free to contact me or your child’s 

teacher if you have any questions. 

SCHOOL FEES AND COLLECTION OF SUPPLIES 

A big thank you to those parents and students who came 

into the school on Tuesday to collect the school supplies 

and pay a portion of the student contributions—your 

support with this is greatly appreciated! 

We apologise for the ‘paper overload’ with lots of forms to 

be filled in by parents and returned to the school at the 

beginning of the year. We thank parents for their support in 

getting these back to the school ASAP. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

It has been wonderful to see all students proudly wearing 

the Goornong PS uniform over the first week of the new 

school year. Thank you to all parents and students who have 

supported our uniform policy, as this helps to create a 

positive environment and builds a sense of pride in being 

part of our school. 

We have noticed that some students are wearing jewellery 

such as necklaces and bracelets. I wish to remind parents 

that for safety reasons, students are asked not to wear 

jewellery at school (other than stud earrings or watches 

which are accepted). A copy of our Uniform Policy is 

available on our website. 

 

Principal’s Report 
HATS AT SCHOOL 

Well done to those students who have been organised with 

their hat! A reminder that hats need to be worn from mid-

August until the end of April as part of our school’s 

SunSmart Policy. 

A reminder to please ensure that your child has a navy blue 

wide-brimmed or bucket hat to wear at school. 

Students who do not have a hat are asked to play in the 

shade on the Outdoor Learning Space during playtime and 

lunchtime. 

Please note that on days of extreme heat we tend to stay 

indoors during playtime and lunchtime. 

FRESH FRUIT AT SCHOOL 

The school day can be very long for some students and as 

such, our school offers a short break during class time 

where the students may eat some fresh fruit. This break is 

usually at about 10am and runs for about five minutes. In 

this time students are able to eat fresh fruit such as apples, 

bananas, grapes or carrots. 

We do ask that parents send only fresh fruit which their 

child is able to eat promptly during the fruit break (no super 

sticky or messy foods please). Other foods such as chips 

and processed fruits can be eaten at playtime. 

In the past we have found that some students have used the 

fruit break as an opportunity to delay returning to their 

schoolwork. As such, once the fruit break is finished we ask 

students to place any unfinished fruit in their lunchbox, 

which can then be finished at playtime. 

LUNCH ORDERS 

Our school’s lunch orders are provided by the Drovers 

Arms Hotel and lunch order day is Friday. Please see in 

today’s newsletter a copy of the Lunch Order Menu for 

2026. 

SCHOOL DROP-OFF 

We remind parents that students are not to arrive at school 

prior to 8.30am, as we are not able to meet our duty of care 

with regards to supervision prior to this time. We thank 

parents for respecting our school’s operating hours. 

SCHOOL PICK-UP 

The school day finishes at 3.15pm and this can be very busy 

as the students head home after a day at school. To meet 

our duty of care we allocate a staff member to be on duty at 

the ‘bus gate’ on Langdon Street, another staff member to 

be on duty at the main entrance on Grant Street, and a third 

staff member to be on duty at the ‘bike’ gate near the large 

green tank on Grant Street. 

To ensure that students are safe at this busy time, we ask 

that parents please meet their child on the school side of 

Grant Street at the main entrance when collecting their 

child, and then walk with them if needing to cross the road. 

Grant Street is very busy with lots of cars taking off and this 

will help to ensure that everyone gets home safely after 

school. 

(Principal’s Report continued over page). 



ASSEMBLY 

There are two assemblies each week at Goornong PS. The 

first is a short assembly at 9.00am on Monday mornings 

where the students and teachers sing the National Anthem. 

The second is on Friday afternoons at 3pm and is where 

student awards are presented. 

Parents are welcome to come along to both assemblies. 

SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

This is the first edition of the newsletter for 2026. Please 

note that the newsletter is published fortnightly and a hard 

copy sent home with the students on the Friday. A digital 

copy is also published on the school website. 

2026 STAFF 

I am excited to introduce our staff team for 2026. In 

particular, I welcome Miss Alicia Holt as a new staff member 

to Goornong PS. As was announced towards the end of last 

year, Miss Holt will be sharing the teaching duties of the 

Grade 2-3 class with Mrs Grieves. 

Team Goornong PS 2026 

 Jason Cox—Principal. 

 Kylie Brown—Grade P/1 classroom teacher. 

 Naomi Grieves—Grade 2/3 classroom teacher & 

wellbeing leader. 

 Alicia Holt—Grade 2/3 classroom teacher and 

performing arts teacher. 

 Rebeckah Mirabito—Grade 4/5/6 classroom teacher. 

 Tearna Filbey—Education Support (Gr 2/3) 

 Brooke Jones—Education Support (Gr 2/3) 

 Wendy Kelsey—Education Support (Gr 4/5/6) 

 Jacinta Deane—Business Manager (Tues & Wed) 

 Sue Gentry—MARC Library Teacher. 

 TBC—LOTE (Chinese) Teacher (Semester 2) 

 Crystal Lamers—After School Care Coordinator. 

 Donna Filbey—Cleaner. 

 Jason Carty—Bus Driver. 

SCHOOL TIMETABLE 

To give parents some insight into what a typical day at 

Goornong PS looks like for the students, below is our usual 

timetable: 

9.00am—11.00am:   Literacy Block. 

11.00am—11.30am: Recess. 

11.30am—12.30pm:  Mathematics. 

12.30pm—1.30pm:  Other Curriculum Subjects. 

1.30pm—1.40pm:  Eat Lunch. 

1.40pm—2.15pm:  Lunch Play. 

2.15pm—3.15pm  Other Curriculum Subjects. 

 

Principal’s Report Continued 
We also ask that parents please note the Specialist Subject 

days for each class: 

DRINK BOTTLES 

Please ensure that your child brings a drink bottle full of 

water to school each day. This is particularly important with 

the hot weather at present. 

SUNSCREEN 

During the summer months, we encourage the students to 

apply sunscreen before heading outside at playtime and 

lunchtime. The school provides the Cancer Council brand 

SPF 50+. However, please feel free to send along a different 

brand for your child to use if they have sensitive skin. It is 

also helpful for parents to teach their child how to apply 

sunscreen. 

COMMMUNICATION BETWEEN HOME AND 

SCHOOL 

From time to time parents may have a question or concern 

regarding their child’s time at school. We find that effective 

communication between home and school and vice versa 

ensures that we are all on the same page with regards to 

any issues relating to your child. 

Whilst our school staff aim to be approachable, we do ask 

that parents be aware that in the morning prior to school is 

a busy time with teachers getting organised for the day 

ahead and listening to students read. As such, this is not 

always the best time for an effective conversation to take 

place. Similarly, immediately after school the teachers are 

on duty to ensure the safety of the students as they exit the 

school. 

As such, we encourage parents to make an appointment to 

see their child’s teacher or the school principal if they have 

a concern or have received a report from their child. This 

ensures our staff are able to allocate the time necessary for 

an effective conversation and we can work together to 

clarify the issue and work out a resolution. 

BUSINESS MANAGER DAYS 

Please note that our Business Manager, Jacinta, will be 

working every Tuesday and Wednesday this year. We 

encourage parents to contact the school on Jacinta’s work 

days with any financial or administration queries as the 

reception desk is unattended on the other days. 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

Subject Gr P/1 Gr 2/3 Gr 4/5/6 

PE Wednesdays or Thursdays 

STEM Wednesdays or Thursdays 

Art Tuesdays TBC TBC 

Performing Arts Thursdays 

MARC Library Every 2nd Monday (begins 16th Feb) 

Cooking Every 2nd Friday in Term 1 



HIGH FIVES 
A high five to our new groundskeeper, 

Jason from McIvor Maintenance, who has 

done a wonderful job getting the school 

grounds looking neat and tidy ready for the 

return to school. I welcome Jason to our school 

community and encourage parents and students to say 

hello if you see him at the school. 

A high five also to our Business Manager, Jacinta, who 

worked a number of days over the school holidays to 

complete the necessary administration procedures to 

close off the 2025 school year and get ready for the new 

school year—thanks heaps Jacinta!  

Finally, a high five to Archie and the Ormesher family 

who looked after the chooks over the school holiday 

period. Thanks heaps! 

Food Allergies—Anaphylaxis 

We wish to inform parents that we have student/s enrolled at 

our school with food allergies. Allergens include peanuts, 

peanut additives and eggs, and have the potential to cause 

severe and life-threatening anaphylactic reactions in allergic 

students. Even mild allergic reactions can cause swelling of 

the face, vomiting and hives. 

Parents should be aware that allergic reactions can be brought 

on through skin contact (such as leaning in peanut butter that 

is on the table), not just through ingestion. 

Whilst there is no specific ban on particular food items, we 

encourage all parents to be thoughtful about the sandwich 

fillings and snack products packed in lunchboxes. 

We also wish to make parents aware that the sharing of food 

is not permitted at school and that students should only eat 

food items provided from their home—please do not send 

along food to be shared with other students! 

The school has a number of strategies in place to reduce the 

risk of an anaphylactic reaction in allergic students, which are 

outlined in our Anaphylaxis Management Policy, available on 

the school website. 

We thank our school community for their support with this. 

After school care is back up and running with our wonderful 

coordinator, Crystal, looking forward to having many students 

attending each afternoon. 

We encourage parents to enrol their child with OSHC 

Adventures and to utilise the after school care service, even if 

just on an ad-hoc or part-time basis. 

To help parents, please note that there are a number of ‘how 

to’ guides and videos on the OSHC Adventures website which 

go through the process to enrol your child and to book them in 

to after school care.  https://oshcadventures.com.au/howto 

2025 GRADE 5-6 CANBERRA CAMP 

Goornong Primary School wishes to acknowledge the support 

of the Australian Government in subsidising last year’s 

Canberra Camp for our Grade 5-6 families. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all 

young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part 

of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in 

meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is 

contributing funding to our school in the amount of $67.50 per 

student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate 

program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the 

school upon completion of the excursion. 

The students had a wonderful time on camp and enjoyed 

learning about how the federal parliament works, how federal 

elections are run and the history of democracy in Australia. 

BUSHFIRE AT RISK REGISTER                                                                   A 
reminder that our school is included on the Bushfire At Risk 
Register, as set by the Education Department, for the 2025-2026 
Summer. This means that our school is required to close on days 
declared as Catastrophic in the Northern Country Bureau of 
Meteorology district. 

Catastrophic days are announced by the Emergency 
Management Commissioner of Victoria, usually no later than 
1.00pm on the day preceding the declared Catastrophic day. 
Once a Catastrophic day is announced, our school will notify all 
families that the school will be closed. 

We again remind families to setup the UEducateUs App on their 
phone to ensure that they are receiving important information 
that may be communicated by the school.  

We still have some tote bags, stubby holders, tea 

towels and the 150th anniversary book left over 

from last year’s celebration if anyone would like to 

make a purchase. They’re for sale at the school: 

 
Book with Tote Bag $ 25 $ 12.50 

Tea Towel $ 12 $ 6 

Stubby Holder $ 10 $ 5 

https://oshcadventures.com.au/howto
https://oshcadventures.com.au/howto




RSVP—Welcome Back to School BBQ & Fun Day 

We invite all of our families and members of our school community to our ‘Welcome Back to School 

BBQ’ at the Goornong Swimming Pool. 

Sunday 22nd February, 12noon—2pm. 

Free Sausage Sizzle. 

Drinks available for purchase from the pool kiosk. 

Opportunity to meet new teachers and new families. 

Please join us for a fun afternoon. 

There will be no entry cost for this event—thank you to the Goornong Pool Committee for this! 

 

Yes, the ______________________ family will be attending the ‘Welcome Back to School BBQ’. 

Number of people attending: ___________. 

Please inform us of any dietary requirements: __________________________________________. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Welcome Back to School BBQ & Fun Day 
We invite all of our families and members of our school community to our ‘Welcome Back to 

School BBQ’ at the Goornong Swimming Pool. 

 

Sunday 22nd February, 12noon—2pm. 
Free Sausage Sizzle. 

Drinks available for purchase from the pool kiosk. 

Opportunity to reconnect with the school community and meet new families. 

 

Please join us for a fun and relaxing afternoon. 

Entry to the pool will be at no charge—thank you to the Goornong Pool Committee for this! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*To assist with catering, we ask that families please RSVP by returning the form below. 





COMMEMORATIVE PAVER ORDERS—LAST CALL! 
As many families would be aware, last year we celebrated the 150th anniversary of our school. 

We are offering one final opportunity for families (new, current and past) to order a paver and be 

part of the commemorative 150th landscaping project. Please see below for details! 


