
Our school values — teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards 
Dates to Remember 

Next Week 

Mon 30th Mar  MARC Library 

Thur 2nd April Gr 3-4 & Gr 5-6 Camp 
   Expressions of Interest Due 

   Last day of Term 1, 2.15 dismissal 

Fri 3rd April  Good Friday 

Term 2 

Mon 20th Apr  First day of Term 2 

Tues 21st Apr  Cluster Cross Country, Elmore (P-6) 

Wed 22nd Apr School Photo Day 

Fri 24th Apr  ANZAC Commemoration at school, 9am 

Sat 25th Apr  ANZAC Day 

Mon 27th Apr  MARC Library 

Mon 11th May MARC Library 

Mon 18th May School Council Meeting 

Mon 25th May MARC Library 

Wed 27th May Cluster Winter Sports, Colbinabbin (Gr 3-6s) 

Mon 1st June  Student-Free Day 

Mon 8th June  Public Holiday 

Tues 9th June Student-Free Day 

Mon 15th June School Council Meeting 

Mon 22nd June MARC Library 

Fri 26th June  Last day of Term 2, 2.15 dismissal 

2026 School Term Dates 

Term 1: Wed 28th Jan—Thurs 2nd April 

Term 2: Mon 20th April—Fri 26th June 

Term 3: Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term 4: Mon 6th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

HIGH FIVES 

A massive high five to Carl and Lisa Bishop 

(Mackenzie and Spencer’s grandparents) who 

have very kindly donated a Yamaha sound 

system to the school. We are very grateful for this support 

and are sure that this equipment will get lots of use at 

Goornong PS. 
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Award    This Week            Last Week    
P-1 Literacy Charlotte Gracie S 

P-1 Maths Samuel N Harvey S 

P-1 Values  
Gracie S Wyatt R 

2-3 Literacy Oliver G Rosie S 

2-3 Maths April S Olivia S 

2-3 Values  Colin K Amity L 

4-6 Literacy Patrick S Paris S 

4-6 Maths Emilie J Lincoln 

4-6 Values  Jackson L Mack S 

Principal Award Poppy S Mack S 

Our Grade 6 student leaders will be 
running a short ANZAC 

Commemoration Service at 9am on 
Friday 24th April at the school. 

We invite parents and family 
members to come along! 

NO AWARDS OR ASSEMBLY NEXT WEEK 
Please note that with the last day of Term 1 being on Thursday, there 

will be no assembly or awards next week. Please also note that school 

finishes at the earlier time of 2.15pm on Thursday. 

 

Mother’s Day 

The FOTS are arranging for a special gift for each student to give 

to their Mum for Mother’s Day. We ask that each student please 

bring $5 to school in a clearly named and labelled envelope. This 

is to cover the cost of the materials for the special gift. Thank you! 



Wowsers!!! In the blink of an eye there’s just one week 

remaining in Term 1! It’s certainly been a busy one and I am 

immensely proud of our wonderful staff and the work 

they’ve done to ensure a smooth start to the school year. 

Congratulations to the students who have already achieved 

many successes; and thank you parents for your support and  

for helping us to build positive partnerships between home 

and school. 

I wish everyone in our school community a happy Easter 

and a safe school holiday period. 

STUDENT-FREE DAYS 

Please note that the following dates in Term 2 have been 

designated as Student-Free Days. 

 Monday 1st June: The school staff will be writing the 

students’ mid-year reports on this day. 

 Tuesday 9th June: The school staff will be participating 

in a professional development workshop as part of the 

Bendigo Small Schools Community of Practice on this 

day. 

CLUSTER CROSS COUNTRY RUN DETAILS 

Each year our school participates in the Campaspe Cluster 

Cross Country run. This year’s event will be held at the 

Elmore Field Days site on Tuesday 21st April (second day of 

Term 2) and is for all students in Years P-6. 

On the day, students are split into three age groups 

according to their age at 31st December this year. 5, 6 and 7 

year olds will run a 1km course; 8, 9 and 10 year olds a 2km 

course; and 11 & 12 year olds a 3km course. The 

approximate program for the day is: 

11.15am Depart Goornong PS on the bus. 

12.15pm 5, 6, 7yo 1km race followed by    

  presentation. 

12.50pm 8, 9, 10yo 2km race followed by    

  presentation. 

1.40pm 11, 12, 13yo 3km race followed by   

  presentation. 

2.30pm Depart for Goornong PS. 

Please find accompanying today’s newsletter a permission 

form and further details for this excursion. 

Over the coming weeks in the lead up to the cross country, 

we will be doing some long distance running at school to get 

the students ready. As such, we encourage students to wear 

shoes suitable for running during the next couple of weeks. 

Cross Country day is always an event well-attended by 

parents, so please feel free to bring your deck chairs and 

hats and come along to support our students. 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 

A reminder that school photos will be taken in the first 

week of Term 2 (the morning of Wednesday 22nd April). 

Order envelopes were sent home with the last edition of the 

newsletter and are available from the reception desk if you 

require extra (one order form per student is needed). We 

ask that parents please return these to the school prior to 

photo day. As is indicated on the order envelope, payment 

can be made via cash or direct deposit. 

School photo day is always a very special day in our 

calendar, with the photos taken on the day providing 

families with memories that can be passed on to future 

generations. In the past, our families have been very good 

at ensuring that students attend school in correct school 

uniform on photo day. Again, we ask for the support of 

parents with this to ensure that our photos are of the 

highest quality. In particular, I draw parents attention to the 

following points in our uniform policy: 

 Stud earrings and sleepers worn in the ears, plus 

watches are the only acceptable jewellery. 

 Other than clear nail polish, cosmetics may not be worn 

at school. 

 Pants, shorts or skorts should only be in the colour navy 

blue and without any stripes or brand logos. We have 

noticed that some students have been wearing black 

pants and shorts, which are not part of our uniform 

policy. 

 The wearing of visible under-garments such as colourful 

long-sleeve shirts under a short-sleeve shirt or leggings/

tights under shorts, skirts or dresses is not permitted, 

with the exception of those in the colours navy blue or 

maroon. 

 Extreme hair colours (eg: green, pink or purple rinses) 

and/or extreme hairstyles are not permitted. 

 Shoulder length hair or longer needs to be tied back. 

Please feel free to come and see me if you have any 

questions regarding school photos. 

SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY 

Parents and families may wish to take note of the date for 

Special Person’s Day which is coming up in Term 2—

Wednesday 20th May. 

On this morning, we invite parents, grandparents and other 

families members to come into our school to participate in 

learning games and activities with the students. Special 

Person’s Day has been running for many years at Goornong 

PS and is one of the very special days on our calendar. The 

day begins at 9am and is usually finished by 11.30am. 

 

Principal’s Report continued over page. 

 



PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 

Our Information Night for the parents of 2027 Prep      

students will be held on Thursday 21st May at 5.30pm at the 

school. We encourage all parents of prospective 2027 Prep 

students to come along and find out what our school is able 

to offer, details of our Little Learner’s Program and the 

enrolment process for 2027. 

To help ensure that we attract as many potential parents as 

possible, we ask our existing families to please share this 

information with anyone you know who may be considering 

sending their child to Goornong PS next year. 

BUSINESS MANAGER LEAVE 

Please note that our Business Manager, Jacinta Deane, will 

be on leave for the duration of Term 2 and the first half of 

Term 3. I wish Jacinta and her family a safe and relaxing trip 

away.  During Jacinta’s absence, Angela Jobe will be filling 

in as our Business Manager. Angela brings experience from 

a larger primary school in Bendigo and I welcome her to the 

Goornong PS team. Angela will be working on Tuesday and 

Wednesdays. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

At the School Council AGM held last week the 2025 Annual 

Report was presented and office bearers were elected. A 

copy of the Annual Report will be available on the school’s 

website soon. I am pleased to introduce our School Council 

for 2026: 

Jess Nickson, President 

Braden Verity, Vice-President 

Terri James, Secretary 

Jason Cox, Executive Officer & Treasurer 

Jess Payne 

Pat O’Brien 

Rebeckah Mirabito 

I congratulate Jess Nickson who has been elected as our 

new School Council president; and Braden Verity who has 

been elected vice-president. I also thank all councillors for 

volunteering their time to help our school. 

The next meeting of our School Council will be held on 

Monday 18th May. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY BUILDING WORKS 

During the upcoming school holiday period the deteriorated 

decking at the outdoor learning space will be replaced. As 

such, it would be best for visitors to keep away from this 

area whilst these works take place. 

CLOTHING ITEMS 

With the onset of some cooler weather not far away, we 

remind parents to please put their child’s name on their 

clothing items, particularly jumpers. 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
ATTENDANCE 

It’s been terrific to see many students attending school on a 

regular basis throughout Term 1; and I thank families for 

supporting their child to establish a consistent routine and 

expectation for regular attendance at school. 

As we are all well aware, consistent attendance at school is 

so important. Students who attend school regularly are 

maximising their opportunity to learn at the same rate as 

their peers. Conversely, students who are regularly absent 

are at risk of missing important learning content and falling 

behind their peers. Whilst we understand that students 

need a day off from time-to-time due to illness or 

appointments, we encourage parents to give consideration 

to how much time your child is having off school and the 

impact this may be having on their learning. 

I have included some data below regarding Term 1 

attendance which parents may be interested in. 

 53% of students have an attendance rate above 95%, 

meaning they have missed no more than 1.5 days thus 

far. 

 A further 29% have an attendance rate between 90% - 

94%, meaning they have missed no more than 3 days 

thus far. 

 Our average attendance rate across the whole school is 

currently 94%. 

Our current attendance data is the best we’ve had at this 

point of the year since prior to Covid-19. Keep up the great 

work parents and students! 

NOTIFYING THE SCHOOL OF ABSENCES 

It is Education Department Policy that schools notify 

parents on the day when a student is absent and the school 

has not been provided with a reason for the absence. As 

such, we ask that parents please notify the school in the 

morning (or in advance) if their child is going to be absent 

from school. Parents are able to notify the school of 

absences via uEducateUs, or by contacting the school by 

phone. Please be aware that the school is not able to accept 

verbal messages from siblings of absent students. 

To ensure our school is meeting the requirements of the 

Education Department, each morning, our teachers mark 

the attendance roll for the day using the uEducateUs 

system. The system automatically generates a notification 

that is sent to parents where a student is marked as an 

unexplained absence. 

We encourage parents to meet with their child’s teacher if 

they are having attendance issues so we can work together 

to get your child to school each day. 

I thank parents for their support with this. 

 

Jason Cox 

Principal 



There’s been lots of fabulous learning, laughing and playing at Goornong PS over the course of 
Term 1. Here’s a selection of photos. More have been posted to the Parents Facebook Group! 




