
Our school values — teamwork, respect, honesty and care. 

Weekly Awards 
Dates to Remember 

Next Week 

Mon 25th May MARC Library 

Wed 27th May Cluster Winter Sports, Colbinabbin (Gr 3-6s) 

Term 2 

Mon 1st June  Student-Free Day 

Wed 3rd June  River Detectives Program incursion 

Mon 8th June  Public Holiday 

Tues 9th June Student-Free Day 

Mon 15th June School Council Meeting 

Mon 22nd June MARC Library 

Fri 26th June  Last day of Term 2, 2.15 dismissal 

 

2026 School Term Dates 

Term 1: Wed 28th Jan—Thurs 2nd April 

Term 2: Mon 20th April—Fri 26th June 

Term 3: Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept 

Term 4: Mon 6th Oct—Fri 18th Dec 

 

26 Grant St, PO Box 199, GOORNONG, VIC, 3557 
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*Please note that the newsletter is published fortnightly. 

Award    This Week            Last Week    
P-1 Literacy Mckenna B Wyatt R 

P-1 Maths Poppy S Laura G 

P-1 Values  
Jack S Gracie S 

2-3 Literacy Amity L Darcie F 

2-3 Maths Robert S Zoe E 

2-3 Values  Lucas O Ollie G 

4-6 Literacy Mackenzie V Paris S 

4-6 Maths Chase R Kaina M 

4-6 Values  Edward S Mason 

Principal Award Ted A Alexia W 

Food Allergies—Anaphylaxis 

A reminder for parents that we have student/s enrolled at 

our school with food allergies. Allergens include peanuts, 

peanut additives and eggs, and have the potential to cause 

severe and life-threatening anaphylactic reactions in 

allergic students. Even mild allergic reactions can cause 

swelling of the face, vomiting and hives. 

Parents should be aware that allergic reactions can be 

brought on through skin contact (such as leaning in peanut 

butter that is on the table), not just through ingestion. 

Whilst there is no specific ban on particular food items, we 

encourage all parents to be thoughtful about the sandwich 

fillings and snack products packed in lunchboxes. 

We also wish to make parents aware that the sharing of 

food is not permitted at school and that students should 

only eat food items provided from their home—please do 

not send along food to be shared with other students! 

The school has a number of strategies in place to reduce 

the risk of an anaphylactic reaction in allergic students, 

which are outlined in our Anaphylaxis Management Policy, 

available on the school website. 

We thank our school community for their support with this. 

Well done to everyone who participated in Walk 

Safely to School Day this morning. It was fabulous 

to have so many of the students and families in-

volved. Due to individual photo permissions, our 

group photo has been posted on the school Facebook group.  

 

 

 

 

 

Just a friendly reminder that MARC Van visits our school on 
Mondays instead of Fridays this year! Students are encouraged 
to return any outstanding library books so everyone can contin-

ue borrowing regularly.  



SPECIAL PERSON’S DAY 

What a fabulous morning it was on Wednesday as we 

celebrated Education Week with our annual Special 

Person’s Day! Without a doubt, Special Person’s Day is 

the best day of the school year! Thank you to all parents, 

grandparents and family members who visited our 

school, especially those who travelled long distances. It 

was a pleasure to see smiles on our students faces as they 

engaged in their learning with their parents and special 

people. It’s been terrific to hear lots of positive feedback 

from parents regarding the day, particularly about the 

memories created during the football match that was 

played at playtime! 

Thanks to all families who provided a plate to share for 

morning tea—your support is greatly appreciated! 

Thanks also to the teachers and staff, who put in lots of 

work, both in the lead up to the day and on the day itself, 

to ensure that things ran smoothly—great job! 

MID-YEAR ASSESSMENTS & REPORTS 

As we approach the midway point of Term 2, it’s the time 

of year when the teachers begin to complete a number of 

assessments in Literacy and Numeracy to help gauge the 

progress of each student prior to producing the mid-year 

student reports. Please note that as some of these 

assessments are in one-to-one interview format, Ms 

Hayes will be doing some relief teaching in all three 

classrooms over the coming few weeks. This is to give 

the main classroom teachers time to complete these 

important assessments. 

2027 PREP ENROLMENTS 

It was wonderful to meet and talk to new and existing 

families at last night’s Information Session for 2027 Prep 

families, and it looks as though we’re going to have a 

terrific group of beginning Preps next year. 

I encourage families with a child beginning Prep next 

year to make contact with the school if they were unable 

to attend last night and are considering sending their 

child to Goornong PS, so we can provide them with the 

information necessary enrolment information. 

STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

On Tuesday after school next week the teachers and I 

will be attending a professional development workshop 

as part of the Bendigo Small Schools Community of 

Practice. The focus of this session is on assessing student 

writing against the Victorian Curriculum standards, and 

the teachers will be working with peers from other 

schools to analyse student writing samples and make 

judgements about which standards the sample does and 

does not meet. 

Principal’s Report 
As part of this session, the teachers will also be giving a 

presentation on our approach to teaching writing, with 

our school being highly regarded amongst peers for 

successful implementation of the structured literacy 

approach. 

Also next week, I will be attending the Victorian State 

Schools Principal’s Conference in Melbourne. This is an 

opportunity to listen to internationally renowned guest 

speakers, network with colleagues and engage in a range 

of workshops aimed at ensuring that the teaching and 

learning program at Goornong PS is up-to-date with 

current best practice trends. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 

The next meeting of our School Council is Monday 15th 

June, finance committee at 6pm followed by the normal 

council meeting at 6.15pm. 

Jason Cox 

Principal 

EDUCATION SUPPORT STAFF 

APPRECIATION 

At Monday morning’s assembly we celebrated our 

wonderful education support staff as part of World 

Education Support Staff Day. We are so fortunate 

to have a dedicated, professional and caring team 

of ES staff who do a wonderful job each and every 

day supporting the students at Goornong PS! 

Thanks Wendy, Brooke, Tearna and Paige for all 

that you do! 

 

Behind each busy classroom door 

An ES gives so much more 

Thank helping hands or extra time 

They build confidence, one step at a time. 

 

In a small school, every role is known 

And the care you give is clearly shown 

For every child who’s encouraged to try 

An ES is often the reason why. 

 

 

  




