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*Please note that the newsletter is published fortnightly.

Our school values — teamwork, respect, honesty and care.
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With the earlier finish for the last day of term next Friday,
there will be no assembly or awards presented next week!
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2026 School Term Dates
Term 2: Mon 20th April—Fri 26th June
Term 3: Mon 13th July—Fri 18th Sept
Term 4: Mon 6th Oct—Fri 18th Dec

Gold coin donation

You can wear item/s of blue clothing or just a blue ribbon if you
like.

Raising money for the Terry Floyd Foundation, who have been
long-time supporters of our school, donating fresh fruit and

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SALE resources for many years.
We have an oversupply of second- S\ You can read more about the Terry Floyd Foundation at their

hand unforms at present so feel free website: https://terryfloydfoundation.org.au/
to callinto the school and pick up a
bargain. Cash only!

Jumpers: $10
Everything else: $5

TERRY FLOYD
FOUNDATION INC
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Principal’s Report

Holy snapping duckpoop Batman! In the blink of an eye we’ve
reached the halfway point of the school year—how quickly the
weeks have gone! With next week being the last week of school
for Term 2, today’s newsletter is the last edition until Term 3. I
wish all students, staff and families a safe and relaxing mid-year
holidays.

STUDENT REPORTS & LEARNING JOURNALS

The mid-year student reports will be sent home next week. We
hope that these provide parents with a comprehensive picture
of how their child is progressing at school.

I wish to make parents aware that as a result of industrial
action taken earlier this term by the Australian Education
Union, the usual individual comment on your child’s
achievement for English and Mathematics, as well as the
general comment, will not be included with this semester's
report. The usual progression point graph and subject
descriptions of the content taught for each class will still be
included.

Parent-teacher interviews will be held early next term, where
the teachers will, of course, be pleased to discuss the progress
of your child with you; and to clarify any elements of the mid-
year report that you may have.

Complementing the Semester One report is a Learning
Portfolio, available via Classroom Dojo, with samples of your
child's work compiled throughout Term 1 and Term 2.

DIVISION SPORTS

Congratulations to Mack, Mason, Riley and Jackson who
competed at the Sandhurst Division Primary School Soccer
Carnival on Wednesday. The boys played in the Campaspe
Cluster team, competing against other schools and clusters
from the Bendigo and surrounding areas. The team played four
matches on the day and acquitted themselves very well,
although were unable to come away with a win. Well done to
Riley and Mack who scored one and two goals respectively,
which was the teams entire tally.

CHINESE CLASSES

In Semester 2, Chinese language classes will be incorporated
into the weekly timetable. These will be held on a Wednesday
with our Chinese teacher, Chunjing Zhang. Chunjing previously
taught Chinese at our school in 2021, 2022 and 2024.

Incorporating a language other than English into the teaching
and learning program is a requirement of the Education
Department and as such, our school delivers Chinese classes
for one semester each year. I'm sure the students will enjoy
engaging with the content during Chinese classes.

Chinese classes will begin on the first Wednesday of Term 3.
ATTENDANCE

As we approach the midway point of the year, I again wish to
congratulate students and parents for promoting positive
attendance patterns.

As we are all well aware, consistent attendance at school is so
important. Students who attend school regularly are

maximising their opportunity to learn at the same rate as their
peers. Conversely, students who are regularly absent are at risk

of missing important learning content and falling behind their
peers. Whilst we understand that students need a day off from
time-to-time due to illness or appointments, we encourage
parents to give consideration to how much time your child is
having off school and the impact this may be having on their
learning.

I have included some data below regarding attendance which
parents may be interested in.

¢ 58% of Goornong PS students currently have an attendance
rate above 95%, meaning they have missed no more than 4
days thus far.

¢ A further 18% have an attendance rate between 90% - 94%,
meaning they have missed no more than 8 days thus far.

¢ Our average attendance rate across the whole school is
very good, currently sitting at 93.5% - well done Goornong!

For reference, anything above 90% is considered a good
attendance rate and anything below 90% is considered a low
attendance rate.

I encourage parents to check out the last page of your child’s
mid-year report when it arrives next week, as this page details
your child’s attendance rate over the first half of the year.

UNIFORM POLICY—JEWELLERY

Following last week’s clarification regarding the wearing of
jewellery by students, I have had some questions from students
regarding earrings. I have explained to the students that for
safety reasons, they need to wear earrings that don’t have
sharp edges, and that have a small hoop, to minimise the risk of
them getting caught on something and tearing their ear. As
outlined last week, drop earrings or earrings with dangling
pieces should not be worn. Nore should earrings with a large
hoop (ie: where a child's fingers could fit).

I again thank parents for their support with this.
TERM 3 AUSKICK PROGRAM

A reminder that AFL Central Victoria are running a five-week
after school Auskick program at our school, beginning on
Tuesday 21st July. It’s terrific to hear that many students have
already signed up to participate.

As was the case last year, on Auskick afternoons we ask the
Auskickers to head the project space where they will be
supervised by school staff, we will take a roll call and students
can have a snack and put their football boots on (if they have
them). We will then head out to the oval at 3.30pm ready for
the start of the session.

A flyer accompanies today’s newsletter with details on how to
register your child.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

The next meeting of our School Council is Monday 20th July,
finance committee at 6pm followed by the normal council
meeting at 6.15pm.

Jason Cox

Principal



Community News

The grass stains you get playing as a kid
stay with you your whole life. So for fun,
friendship, and getting your hands dirty, it’s
gotta be NAB AFL Auskick.

PLAY.AFL/AUSKICK

GOORNONG PRIMARY
AUSKICK CENTRE

TUESDAY | 3:30PM - 4:30PM
STARTING 21ST JULY FOR 5 WEEKS
ON THE SCHOOL OVAL
$55 | FODTBALL TO KEEP

COFFEE VAN AT SCHOOL

The Mother Bean coffee van visits Goornong Primary School
on the third Monday of each month, offering free coffee,
Foodshare, books and a chat for members of the local
community, including parents dropping their children off at
school. The van will be at the Grant St entrance from
approximately 8.30am—210.00am.

This is a Lifeline Loddon Mallee community outreach
program made possible through funding from Agnico Eagle.

5 Ufeline
Food .'-3:?-'. mn!ou%u!sn e AGNICO EAGLE

FOSTERVILLE

Over the past two weeks, we have been fortunate to enjoy some exciting incursions at our school. Students from the
Weeroona College Band visited and shared their musical talents with us, providing an engaging and enjoyable experience for
everyone. We also welcomed a dance instructor, where our students had the opportunity to learn and follow a dance routine.
It was wonderful to see everyone participating with enthusiasm and confidence.
These experiences were thoroughly enjoyed by our students.




